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CHERRIES keeper Artur 
Boruc will need no ‘extra 
motivation’ when he faces 
his former club this week¬ 
end. 

Boruc played 50 times for 
Saints during a three-year 
stint at St Mary’s, which 
had its fair share of ups and 
downs. 

He is now a regular fea¬ 
ture in the Premier League 
again for Bournemouth, 
with manager Eddie Howe 
heaping praise on the way 
the 36-year-old is perform¬ 
ing for his side. 

Howe said: “Your goal¬ 
keeper is always a huge part 
of the team, your last line 
of defence and the guy you 
look to in your hour of need 
to win you points. 

“Artur has been a key 
component of the team and 
will not need extra motiva¬ 
tion for this game. 

“Artur has been very mo¬ 
tivated this year. When I 
look at his age and what he 
has achieved in the game, to 
see him so hungry and fly¬ 
ing around making saves in 
training like an 18-year-old. 

“His attitude has been su¬ 
perb so hopefully that will 
reflect in the game. 

“He has worked very hard 
on all aspects of his game 
and as you get older you re¬ 
alise the importance of diet 
and fitness training. 

“We have changed his 
training regime this year 
and asked for more out of 
him.” 

Ahead of the derby match, 
Howe also had kind words 
for Saints as a club. 

He admitted he sympa¬ 
thises with supporters 
who have grown frustrated 
at their big name players 
continually being sold, but 
reckons to keep being suc¬ 
cessful despite this is the 
hardest thing in football, 
and something Saints have 
achieved. 

“I have always viewed 
Southampton as an estab¬ 
lished Premier League 
team. They had a couple of 
years where they had seri¬ 
ous financial troubles and 
dropped down the leagues,” 
said Howe. 

“That was an abnormal- 


POINTTO PROVE: Artur Boruc 

ity in their recent history. I 
don’t think of their rise as 
being similar to ours. 

“They have a great phi¬ 
losophy of producing young 
players and they sell them 
and then find more. 

“I have sympathy for their 
supporters because you 


don’t ever want to see fans’ 
favourites leave. 

“The beauty for South¬ 
ampton is they do that 
and then find another one, 
whether that be another 
home-grown player or they 
recruit very well. 

“They have been a really 


interesting model of how 
they have been successful, 
probably the hardest way of 
keep changing their squad 
and finding new players to 
come in at the highest level. 

“It has been sustainable, 
which I think is difficult to 
do.” 


CLAUDE Puel insists Saints 
will focus on their remaining 
games this year before 
deciding whether to dip 
into the transfer market in 
January. 

A lack of goals in recent 
weeks, combined with the 
news that Charlie Austin faces 
up to four months out after 
injuring his shoulder, has 
heaped pressure on Saints to 
splash the cash and bring in 
fresh attacking talent next 
month. 

Puel, above, doesn’t appear 
to have made a firm decision 
yet on whether that will be 
required, and says it not 
something he is giving much 
thought to ahead of a busy 
festive programme. 

He said: “It’s important to 
stay focused on the last 
games before the end of the 
year, and we will see this with 
calm in January. 

“We have players, strikers, 
and now they take the place 
of Charlie and show with good 
games for the next games.” 

He added: “I think it’s 
important to give possibilities, 
responsibility, for our own 
strikers in the squad like 
Rodriguez, Shane, or others 
like Sims. 

“It is important to give them 
game time and for the market 
it’s always open of course. We 
will see this but nothing sure 
for the future. 

“It’s important to get 
confidence and possibilities 
and game time for our 
strikers. This is the most 
important at the moment.” 

Of course, there is also 
inevitably speculation linking 
Saints stars with moves away 
from the club, but Puel 
insisted: “I cannot make 
speculation about January. 

“I want to take my 
concentration and the 
concentration of my players 
on the last games to the end 
of the year. 


“Now the most important is 
the game against 
Bournemouth. A very good 
team with confidence and 
good players. 

“It is important to prepare 
with a good spirit and a good 
level on this game.” 

Saints face the Cherries at 
the Vitality Stadium on 
Sunday in what will be Puel’s 
first taste of local rivalry in 
English football, and it is 
something he is looking 
forward to experiencing. 

“A game away is always 
difficult to play with a little 
stadium and also the dressing 
room we can see the last 
dressing room against Stoke 
was particular also,” he 
reflected. 

“I find a different dressing 
room in the English stadium 
with sometimes a very little 
dressing room for the 
opponent. This is particular. 

“Most important is the 
quality of this team 
(Bournemouth) because they 
have good technical players, 
and the profile of these 
players is a technical player. 

“For every position is a 
good player and this is very 
important in the philosophy 
for this club. 

“Southampton try also to 
have a good philosophy on 
the play and good recruitment 
about this profile of player. 

“We got to play good team, 
good players, good 
philosophy, and I think it’s 
interesting. 

“It will be different to the 
last game (against Stoke) 
with the scenario with the red 
card and the team stay 
behind, lines closed, back on 
the pitch and it’s difficult to 
find solution. 

“I think on Sunday we can 
do a good game against a 
good opponent who will try to 
play. 

“This is interesting for the 
fans and for the football.” 
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AFC TOTTON 1 PAULTON ROVERS 0 


Stags' true grit earns 
first win for new boss 


Wendy 


Gee 

m 



AFC TOTTON produced a per¬ 
formance packed with energy 
and character to notch their first 
league win under new boss Louis 
Langdown at the Testwood Stadi¬ 
um this afternoon. 

Dave Allen’s 77th minute strike 
earned them three precious 
Southern One South & West 
points as they saw off fellow 
strugglers Paulton Rovers 1-0. 

With star man Mike Gosney 
away in New York, the Stags 
handed a debut to Alfy Whit- 
tingham, son of former Pompey 
striker Guy, signed on loan from 
Havant & Waterlooville. 

He brought the number of 
young loanees up to five in Tot- 
ton’s starting line-up. 

As you would expect, there was 
plenty of energy about the Stags 
and they had the better of the ear¬ 
ly play with Nathaniel Sherborne 
testing keeper Kieran Hodges be¬ 
fore curling another shot wide. 

Paulton’s first threat came when 
big defender Solomon Wheatley 
pushed-up, showing neat foot¬ 
work on the edge of the box, but 
rifling his shot wide. 

Stags’ keeper Charlie Searle 
then saved an awkwardly mov¬ 
ing shot from Will Hailston before 
Sherborne had his third attempt 
of the match - his low shot hob¬ 
bling wide after defender Jack 
Vallis had headed down Nick 
Watts’ corner. 

Makeshift Totton defender Dave 
Allen was then in action at both 
ends of the pitch. 

He made a crucial intervention 
to cut out Kailan Gould’s cross 
before going desperately close to 
scoring at the other end. 

Several Totton players, includ¬ 
ing Allen himself, thought his 
downward header from Watts’ 
corner had squeezed in at the far 
post, but the officials ruled it had 
not crossed the line. 

That opportunity came in the 
wake of an inspired save by Pault¬ 
on keeper Hodges who tipped over 
Vallis’s header from Watts’ freed- 
kick. 

Searle did well to beat away 
Hailston’s cross-shot at his near 
post before Totton’s AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth loanee Ben Cooper can¬ 
tered into space but dragged his 
shot wide. 

Watts was booked for a foul on 
opposing No 7 Reeko Best in first- 
half stoppage time. 

The first opening of the second 


half fell to Totton when Sher¬ 
borne was brought down, but 
Watts got his free-kick horribly 
wrong. 

Ian Oliver was then booked, 
also for a foul on Best, before he 
lost possession, inviting Gould 
to test Searle with an awkwardly 
bouncing effort which the keeper 
palmed wide. 

Whittingham showed his qual¬ 
ity on 55 minutes, picking out 
the run of Sherborne who was 


thwarted by Hodges diving at his 
feet. 

As the Stags picked-up the pace, 
another borrowed Havant player 
- Marley Ridge - struck the post 
after meeting up well with Cooper 
and, as the ball came back out, 
Watts’s follow-up was saved by 
Hodges. 

On 67 minutes Allen made an¬ 
other good intervention to stop 
Gould getting on the end of Ryan 
Radford’s dink over the top. 


There was huge shouts for a 
Totton penalty on 69 minutes 
but referee Matthew Lee ignored 
Sherborne’s appeals after he had 
gone down under Elliott Gibbons’ 
challenge. 

Ashley Jarvis replaced Cooper 
on 71 minutes and made an in¬ 
stant impact, holding the ball up 
and squaring to Whittingham 
who bent his shot narrowly wide, 
but Totton were looking the fitter, 
stronger side by now and got their 
reward on 77 minutes following a 
free-kick awarded for a foul on 
Sherborne. 

Watts pumped it in from deep 
on the left and the ball fell loose 
for ALLEN whose glorious strike 
from the edge of the box appeared 
to take a deflection on its way past 
Hodges. 

As Paulton responded, Searle 
did well to tip Gibbons’ goal- 
bound strike over. 

Totton almost had a second in 
stoppage time when the excellent 
Whittingham intercepted the ball 
in mid field. 

He ran on and played in Jarvis, 
who held the ball up before re¬ 
turning it to the young Hawk who 
was denied by Joe Chandler’s 
goal-line clearance. 


Cole power 
fuels Town 
victory 

SUBSTITUTE John Cole 
headed a last minute 
winner to give in-form 
Alresford Town a sixth 
straight Sydenhams 
League victory over FA 
Vase hopefuls Team Solent 
at Arlesbury Park. 

The former Blackfield & 
Langley wide man scored 
his sixth goal in seven 
matches to give Alresford 
a 2-1 win, writes Mike 
Vimpany. 

All the goals came in the 
second half - all from set 
pieces. 

The first half was a 
competitive affair of little 
creativity - both sets of 
players testing the patience 
of referee Rob Ablitt. 

It came alive after 
the break with Solent 
central defender Adeoye 
Olumuyiwa heading the 
university side in front 
- and then running the 



ON TARGET: Rob Flooks 


entire length of the pitch 
to celebrate! 

Jesse Waller Lassen 
almost doubled Solent’s 
lead with a deflected shot 
which rolled just wide of 
the far post. 

But Alresford got 
back on level terms 
when Olumuyiwa was 
penalised for a foul out of 
the Magpies left and Rob 
Flooks headed into the top 
corner. 

Solent twice had 
opportunities to win it 
after that - the impressive 
Patrick Nolan ballooning 
a rising shot over the 
bar and Waller Lassen 
producing a superb save 
from Daniel Kempson, who 
turned a thumping free- 
kick on to the bar. 

Sam Burt twice 
threatened for Alresford, 
hitting the bar with 
a cross-shot and then 
flashing another effort 
across the face of the 
Solent goal. 

In the last minute of 
normal time substitute 
Cole sent a towering 
header from Steve Hall’s 
corner past veteran 
goalkeeper Lee Webber for 
Alresford’s winner. 
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Conte hails 
'fantastic run' 

CHELSEA manager Antonio Conte 
hailed his side’s character after they 
beat Crystal Palace 1-0 to clinch a 
club-record equalling 11th successive 
league win. 

The Italian boss has earned plenty of 
praise during the Blues’ winning 
streak, engineered by a switch to his 
preferred 3-4-3 formation, but Conte 
refused to take the credit after this 
latest win. 

It was one of the players rejuvenated 
under him, Diego Costa, who headed 
the only goal of the game to send the 
Blues nine points clear of the chasing 
pack. 

“The run is fantastic. Congratulations 
to my players, not me,” Conte said. 

“I am pleased for them because they 
deserve this.” 

When Conte arrived at Stamford 
Bridge in the summer he inherited a 
squad that had endured a dismal 
defence of their Premier League title. 

Jose Mourinho was the high-profile 
casualty - his exit coming a year ago - 
and on December 17 last year the 
Blues were 14th in the league table 
having just sacked the Portuguese. 

Conte’s restoration act has been 
achieved with a similar squad to last 
season, with a few additions such as 
N’Golo Kante, and the Blues now look 
like a different side. 

“I think, starting this season, the 
manager must be a tailor and try and 
find the right fit for the team,” Conte 
added. 

“For sure, for me, it wasn’t easy to 
arrive and understand very quickly the 



WINNER: Diego Costa 


characteristics of my players. I needed 
a bit of time. 

“I tried a different solution before 
changing the formation, but I think the 
most important thing is the mentality, 
our strong mentality. 

“Also hard work during the week, 
tactical week, physical work, analysis 
work, good food. 

“We touched different aspects to try 
and improve. But I must be honest: you 
can bring your idea of football but if 
you don’t have players who follow you, 
it doesn’t matter. 

“Anything can happen. It’s important 
we continue to work in this way and 
see the will to improve.” 

The win was soured by key players 
Costa and Kante picking up their fifth 
yellow cards of the campaign, which 
means they will both miss the Boxing 
Day game against Bournemouth at 
Stamford Bridge and Conte is 
disappointed that his top-form striker 
will be unavailable. 

He said: “I must be honest, I hoped 
for Diego to arrive at the game against 
Stoke without the yellow card. It didn’t 
happen. It’s a pity. 

“It’s a pity because he’s in a good 
moment of form. 

“He didn’t deserve the yellow card 
today, I must be honest, but against 
Bournemouth we have eight days to 
find a different solution. 

“For me, this can be an opportunity 
to see other solutions or other ideas. 
But, if you ask me if I’m disappointed to 
lose him and Kante, yes I’m 
disappointed.” 
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Esso just don't understand what impact 


Statement from chairman 
Kevin Mitchell and player-coach 
Callum Tanner on behalf of Faw- 
ley AFC... 

“Members of Fawley AFC were 
present at the meeting called by 
Waterside Sports & Social Club 
(still known casually as Esso 
Club) on Monday, December 
12 and, despite being aware of 
long-term financial difficulties, 
we were stunned - as were staff 
members and other attendees 
who operate events and organi¬ 
sations from the club - by the an¬ 
nouncement that it would have to 
close its doors immediately 

The decision by Esso Club to 
cease trading has resulted in 


immediate job losses, multiple 
scheduled events cancelled, in¬ 
cluding a popular play to be per¬ 
formed in the new year by the 
Waterside Theatre Group, and the 
immediate threat of closure to all 
sports operating from the Esso 
Club site, including our football 
club. 

In a statement provided by Exx¬ 
onMobil for the meeting on Mon¬ 
day, it was mentioned that they 
had hoped the sports sections 
functioning from Esso Club - in¬ 
cluding the cricket, tennis and 
bowls, which are predominantly 
summer sports - would be able to 
continue. 

However, we believe that Exx¬ 
onMobil aren’t fully aware of 


the potential implications to our 
football club as a result of Esso 
Club’s decision to immediately 
close their facilities. 

As we were unsure what access 
we would have to our facilities 
and whether we would have run¬ 
ning water or electricity, we have 
taken precautions measures by 
cancelling two home matches for 
our senior reserve side as well as 
our under-16s home match which 
were all due to take place in the 
next week, and consequently we 
have issued a statement to the 
relevant leagues (Wessex League 
and Wyvern League) explaining 
our current situation. 

Fawley AFC is a section of Esso 
Club - as with other organisa¬ 


tions operating permanently 
from the site such as the Water¬ 
side Theatre production com¬ 
pany and our closely associated 
cricket club - and collectively all 
of our equipment and facilities is 
deemed as Esso Club assets. 

This despite the fact that all of 
our football club assets have been 
acquired and purchased with 
funds totally raised by its mem¬ 
bers and the generous time, effort 
and resources put in by those who 
wanted our local club to succeed 
at the highest level possible. 

Therefore we believe that all 
sports teams and clubs operating 
from Esso Club would face simi¬ 
lar closer threats to Waterside 
Theatre. 


Oilers will survive. 


By Wend/ 

Gee 


WHEN Fawley AFC chairman 
Kevin Mitchell heard the bomb¬ 
shell news that the Waterside 
Sports & Social Club was closing 
its doors with immediate effect, 
his initial reaction was a sense of 
doom. 

In those stunned first few mo¬ 
ments he couldn’t see how the 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
club could survive. 

But having been involved with 
Waterside sport on and off for 
nearly half a century, he quickly 
resolved that he would not let 93 
years of Fawley football go down 
without a fight. 

Struggling 

The Waterside Sports & Social 
Club (WSSC), better known lo¬ 
cally as the Esso Club, was origi¬ 
nally set up for staff at the Fawley 
Refinery in the early 1950s. 

And although Mitchell was 
aware that the club - based in an 
old cinema in Long Lane, Hol- 
bury - was struggling financially, 
the last thing he expected was for 
it to close without warning, sad¬ 
dled by reported debts of about 
£160,000. 

Shock closure 

The shock closure has cost staff 
their jobs and spelt curtains for 
the Waterside Theatre Compa¬ 
ny, forcing them to cancel their 
Christmas pantomime. 

Other indoor users - ranging 
from dance classes to boxing and 
taekwondo - have been rendered 
homeless. 

In terms of outdoor sports, the 
WSSC is home not only to Faw¬ 
ley AFC’s footballers, but also to 




PSP 


Southern League cricket, tennis 
and bowls. 

“It’s an enormous facility that 
caters for a number of different 
organisations, so this closure af¬ 
fects an awful lot of people,” said 
Mitchell. 


“Three of my local pubs have al¬ 
ready disappeared and if the Esso 
Club disappears too, I don’t know 
what’s left in this community. 

“When we went to Monday’s 
meeting and were told the news, 
my first thought was that we 


would have to fold the football 
club with immediate effect. 

“But that lasted all of two min¬ 
utes and my next thought was 
that you have to be positive and 
look at what you are going to do 
tomorrow rather than dwell on 
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this will have locally 


With regards to Fawley AFC, 
this is perhaps more urgent than 
the other sports teams due to the 
immediate requirement to fulfil 
home fixtures for the four teams 
that currently play their matches 
at our Esso Club football pitch. 

We sincerely hope that the lo¬ 
cal community are as passionate 
about keeping the facilities open 
as we are. The benefits to the lo¬ 
cal community, when also con¬ 
sidering our partnership with 
Fawley Falcons youth section, 
are wide reaching with further 
potential to promote healthy life¬ 
styles through local multi-agency 
partnerships and we take pride in 
providing competitive team sport 
and regular physical activity to 


so many residents on the Water¬ 
side. 

We have received tremendous 
support both from local residents 
and organisations who have of¬ 
fered to help in any way they can. 

The chairman has sent a cor¬ 
respondence to ExxonMobil ex¬ 
pressing his concerns about our 
current situation and we are en¬ 
gaging in all possible discussions 
with both Esso Club and other 
organisations operating from the 
club, which we hope will lead to 
positive outcomes for everyone 
involved. 

We will endeavour to keep our 
players and supporters up to 
date internally with any develop¬ 
ments.” 



The Waterside Sports & Social Club. 


says club chairman 



what happened yesterday.” 

Unlike the summer sports, 
the football club’s problems are 
more immediate, coming midway 
through an already difficult sea¬ 
son that sees them struggling at 
the wrong end of the Sydenhams 


Premier Division. 

Two reserve games and an 
under-16s match were called off 
this week while the Oilers sought 
clarification over their situation. 

But providing they get access to 
their ground and there is running 


water and electricity available, 
Mitchell is optimistic they can 
continue. 

“It’s been mentioned by Exxon¬ 
Mobil (Esso) that they hoped the 
sports sections would be able to 
continue functioning from Esso 


Club,” he said. 

“The football club is solvent 
with no financial liabilities and 
we can play perfectly well as a 
separate entity as long as we have 
access to our ground, electricity 
and running water. We have al¬ 
ready come to an agreement with 
the groundsman over the pitch. 

“We wouldn’t have social facili¬ 
ties, but we’d expect the support 
of our fellow clubs. We’ve been 
understanding in similar situ¬ 
ations when fixtures have been 
changed because grounds aren’t 
available etc.” 

Convinced 

Hampshire FA have been in 
touch and Fawley are keeping 
both the Wessex and Wyvern 
Combination leagues apprised of 
developments. 

They were away to Bashley to¬ 
day and their next home fixture 
is a Waterside derby against 
Blackfield & Langley on Decem¬ 
ber 28 (7.45pm). Fawley still hope 
to stage that game. If not, they 
may approach Blackfield about 
switching to Gang Warily. 

“I’m utterly convinced everyone 
will give us all the support they 
can, but they may have to bear 
with us a little bit in terms of fix¬ 
tures,” said Mitchell 

“I’m still confident something 
will happen with the Esso Club. It 
plays a huge part in the commu¬ 
nity and people don’t realise how 
many youngsters are involved. 

Thrive 

“We’ve got under-18s, under-16s 
and a link with Fawley Falcons 
youth which caters for small chil¬ 
dren upwards. 

“Run properly this facility could 
thrive. It needs new people with 
fresh ideas and a bit of gumption 
to get in there and make it work.” 


Guardiola 
vows to stay 
on attack 

PEP Guardiola maintains 
attacking is the best way 
of defending ahead of 
Manchester City’s crunch 
clash against Arsenal. 

City, whose defensive 
vulnerabilities have been 
savagely exposed by Chelsea 
and Leicester this month, 
recorded their first clean 
sheet in nine attempts 
against Watford in midweek. 

That came after Guardiola 
made the decision to leave 
centre-back John Stones, 
one of the key figures in his 
masterplan to create a side 
that plays out from the back, 
on the bench. 

But Guardiola insists 
he has not backtracked 
after previously claiming 
defending was less about 
fundamentals such as 
tackling and more to do with 
controlling the ball. 

The Catalan still wants to 
focus much of his attention 
on dominating possession 
and attacking, even though 
he is well aware of how 
ruthless Premier League title 
rivals Arsenal can be with 



Pep Guardiola 


the ball. 

Guardiola said: “If we play 
well, we are going to defend. 
If we are lazy and we are not 
strong enough, they have the 
quality. 

“Arsenal always have a 
huge quality. They buy the 
right people, good players. 
They have fast players up 
front, they can defend well, 
use perfectly the counter¬ 
attack - a good team. We have 
a lot of respect. 

“I like to have a clean sheet 
but I know that a clean sheet 
is not just as a consequence 
of the back four.” 

“Now we have to create 
a good build-up, a good 
moment with the ball, to help 
our back guys, to help our 
strikers to score more goals. 
That is what we have to try 
in the future.” 

Guardiola will consider 
whether to recall Stones 
and will be forced into at 
least one other change with 
midfielder Ilkay Gundogan 
having suffered cruciate 
ligament damage in the 
midweek win. 

Kelechi Iheanacho and 
Nolito will vie for a position 
up front in the continued 
absence of the suspended 
Sergio Aguero. Midfielder 
Fernandinho is also still 
banned. 
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Hoping to 
step up... 

THREE Sydenhams 
Premier Division clubs are 
among 68 nationwide to 
have applied for promotion 
to Step 4 of the non-League 
pyramid. 

Blackfield & Langley, 

AFC Portchester and 
league leaders Moneyfields 
have informed the Football 
Association that they 
wish to be considered for 
Southern/Ryman League 
football. 

Heading into this 
weekend Moneyfields 
topped the Wessex table, 
nine points clear of 
second-placed Sholing who 
have not applied to go up. 

Graham Rix’s AFC 
Portchester were a point 
behind Sholing and 
two clear of Blackfield 
following last Saturday’s 
2-1 win at Gang Warily 
Former Wessex club 
Thatcham Town have also 
expressed their desire for 
promotion. 

Managed by ex-Alresford 
and Winchester City 
boss Danny Robinson, 
Thatcham are currently 
third in the Hellenic 
Premier Division. 

Full list of Step 5 to Step 4 
promotion applications - 

Combined Counties League: Cam- 
berley Town, Epsom & Ewell, Hartley 
Wintney, Walton & Hersham, West- 
field. 

Eastern Counties League: Felixstowe 
& Walton United, Mildenhall Town, 
Newmarket Town, Stanway Rovers. 
Essex Senior League: Barking, Clapton, 
FC Romania, Ilford, Waltham Forest. 
Hellenic League: Bracknell Town, 
Flackwell Heath, Thame United, That¬ 
cham Town. 

Midland League: Alvechurch, Coleshill 
Town, Coventry United, Heanor Town, 
Sporting Khalsa, Westfields. 

North West Counties League: 1874 
Northwich, AFC Liverpool, Atherton 
Collieries, Bootle, Padiham, Runcorn 
Linnets, Runcorn Town. 

Northern Counties East League: Bri¬ 
dlington Town, Cleethorpes Town, 
Handsworth Parramore, Pickering 
Town, Thackley. 

Northern League: Bishop Auckland, 
South Shields. 

Southern Counties East League: AFC 
Croydon Athletic, Corinthian, Crow- 
borough Athletic, Hollands & Blair, 
Sevenoaks Town, Sheppey United, 
Whitstable Town. 

Southern Combination League: Hay¬ 
wards Heath, Horsham YMCA, Pa- 
gham, Shoreham. 

Spartan South Midlands League: 
Berkhamsted, Biggleswade United, 
Hertford Town, Hoddesdon Town, 
London Colney, Tring Athletic,Welwyn 
Garden City, Wembley. 

United Counties League: Eynesbury 
Rovers, Newport Pagnell Town, Peter¬ 
borough Sports. 

Sydenhams Wessex League: AFC 
Portchester, Blackfield & Langley, 
Moneyfields. 

Western League: Bristol Manor Farm, 
Buckland Athletic, Clevedon Town, 
Melksham Town, Street. 


Cureton moves on after brief Eastleigh run 



Jamie Cureton 


JAMIE Cureton has moved on 
once again following his depar¬ 
ture from Eastleigh. 

After the briefest of returns to 
his former club Farnborough, 
the veteran former Bristol Rov¬ 
ers, Reading and QPR goal-getter 
has joined National League South 
outfit St Albans City. 

He went straight into the Saints 
squad last Saturday, going on as a 
69th-minute substitute in their 2-0 


league win at Margate. 

St Albans boss Ian Allinson was 
delighted to welcome the super-fit 
41-year-old to the club. 

Goalscorer 

“Jamie has always been a goal- 
scorer and, when he became 
available, I had no doubt in my 
mind that I wanted to bring him 
to Clarence Park and strengthen 


the squad as we go into a busy pe¬ 
riod,” he said. 

“We’ve had to beat off competi¬ 
tion from a number of different 
clubs to secure Jamie’s signa¬ 
ture.” 

Cureton joined Eastleigh in 
September but left after just a 
handful of appearances when 
Ronnie Moore, the manager who 
had signed him, departed the Sil- 
verlake. 


Walker's sad as he 
leaves Salisbury 


By Wendy 

rn 

Gee 

LI 


STEVE Walker has spoken of 
his heartbreak at having to walk 
away from “the best club I have 
played for.” 

The 6ft 4in centre-back made 
the difficult decision to leave 
Salisbury after growing tired of 
sitting on the bench. 

The 26-year-old fans’ favour¬ 
ite was an unused sub for the 
Whites’ recent 3-1 defeat at league 
leaders Hereford - and he was 
seething. 

Posting on Twitter the following 
day, he said: “16-hour day yester¬ 
day to sit on my ass and watch a 
game of football! #Fuming #sick- 
eningtowatch.” 

Walker, who had missed a couple 
of games due to injuries picked 
up in a car crash last month, was 
also named as a substitute at 
Bishops Cleeve, climbing off the 
bench with 30 minutes left with 
Salisbury 5-0 up. 

Reluctantly 

Whites boss Steve Claridge ex¬ 
plained: “Steve came to see me 
after the Bishops Cleeve game en¬ 
quiring as to why he wasn’t start¬ 
ing and whether he would be first 
choice in the future. 

“Unfortunately for him, I was 
unable to give him the guarantee 
he was looking for. 

“He decided, reluctantly, that he 
would need to go somewhere else 
to start playing regularly, which I 
fully understood. 

“I’d like to say a massive thanks 
to him for all his efforts over the 
past 18 months. 

“Never at any stage has Steve 
ever given less than everything 
for this football club. 

“We wish him well in the future 
and, as far as I’m aware, there’s 
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rasal 


Steve Walker celebrates after scoring for Salisbury in last season's FA Vase semi final against Hereford. 


certainly no shortage of clubs in¬ 
terested in his services.” 

Formerly with Dorchester 
Town, Walker was one of the 
first players to pen a deal when 
Salisbury reformed at the start of 
2015/16. 

A firm fans’ favourite, he played 
42 games in the Whites’ title-win¬ 
ning Sydenhams Premier sea¬ 


son, scoring 14 goals. This term 
he had played 16 games, 10 in 
the league, and netted four 
times. 

He confessed: “It’s heartbreak¬ 
ing, the best club I’ve played for. 

Memories 

“Unfortunately, I’m not part of 
Steve’s plans and I wasn’t going 


to play unless someone else got 
injured. I’ve got lots of memories 
there and Steve Claridge, David 
Phillips (chairman) and Micky 
Jenkins (director of football) 
have been incredible. 

“It’s a massive, massive disap¬ 
pointment and I’m going to miss 
the fans, who I’ve got so much 
respect for.” 
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Boatmen add double experience to ranks 



Luke Dempsey 


SHOLNG have boosted their 
Sydenhams Premier Division ti¬ 
tle hopes with two new signings. 

The Boatmen have swooped for 
defender Luke Dempsey and cen¬ 
tral midfielder Micky Hubbard. 

Thirty-year-old Hubbard, 
signed from Bemerton Heath Har¬ 
lequins, will bring oodles of ex¬ 
perience to the side having done 
the rounds with Hamworthy, Gos¬ 
port, Poole, Wimborne, Dorches¬ 
ter, Winchester City and Lyming- 
ton Town. 

At 24, Dempsey is six years 
Hubbard’s junior, but he too has 


gained plenty of know-how since 
starting his career with Sholing 
in 2008/09. His travels have taken 
him to Winchester City, AFC Tot- 
ton and, most recently, Andover 
Town. 

Adrift 

Sholing, who were due to host 
Bemerton today, were nine points 
adrift of leaders Moneyfields 
with a game in hand. 

• THE Sydenhams Wessex 
League are on the lookout for a 
new secretary. 


John Gorman has informed the 
board that he will not be standing 
for re-election at the league’s an¬ 
nual general meeting next June. 

Applications should be directed 
to John at leaguesecretary.wes- 
sexleague@gmail.com in the first 
instance. He will advise inter¬ 
ested parties about what the job 
entails. 

Ideal candidates should be in¬ 
terested in local football and be 
computer literate with Word and 
Excel programmes. 

The post is voluntary but out-of- 
pocket expenses will be paid. 


Drury: I needed to 
play nearer home 


By Wend/ 


Gee 

LJ 


MIDFIELDER Andy Drury has 
outlined his reasons for part¬ 
ing company with Eastleigh and 
returning to his old stamping 
ground Ebbsfleet United. 

Much to the disappointment of 
many Spitfires fans, the classy 
33-year-old left the Silverlake by 
mutual consent on new boss Mar¬ 
tin Allen’s first day in charge of 
the National League club. 

‘Dukes’ had made 59 appear¬ 
ances and scored 12 goals since 
being signed by Richard Hill from 
Luton Town in July 2015. 

Half of those goals had come 
this season, including one in the 
Spitfires’ famous FA Cup win at 
Swindon Town. 

But league-wise things had not 
gone according to plan at the Sil¬ 
verlake where Allen would have 
been Drury’s third manager of 
the season following Chris Todd 
and Ronnie Moore’s departures. 

Dad-of-two Drury, who had been 
making the long commute to 
Stoneham Lane from his family 
home in Sittingbourne, said in an 
interview with BBC Radio Kent: 
“I felt like I was having a good sea¬ 
son at Eastleigh and it is a really 
good club. 

“But playing-wise the team 
wasn’t really going in the right di¬ 
rection. I was travelling six hours 
a day. I had family reasons why 
I wanted to move down here (to 
Kent). 

“I had a meeting with Martin 
Allen as well and didn’t really get 
on great with him in it to be quite 
honest. 

“I’d always wanted to come back 



and play for a club in Kent and I 
hadn’t done it since I left here 
(Ebbsfleet), so it’s really nice to be 
back.” 

Drury links up with another 
ex-Spitfire, Daryl McMahon, who 
manages the National League 
South club. 

“Macca puts on some really 
good training sessions that I was 
surprised about, so we’ve got a 
good manager here and hopefully 


he can get us into the Football 
League,” he said. 

Wishing Eastleigh well, Drury 
added in a separate interview: 
“There are a lot of people there 
who work really hard. Stewart 
Donald (chairman) is desperate 
for a bit of success and it’s just a 
matter of time before they get it. 

“They’ve had three managers 
this season now and someone will 
get it right. 


“With the budget they’ve got, 
they should really be right up the 
top but, for one reason or another, 
things weren’t working. 

“I felt like I was having a good 
season, but the team as a whole 
weren’t progressing like I thought 
we would. 

“For family reasons I needed 
to play for a club closer to home. 
Ebbsfleet is only a 40-minute 
drive from home, so it’s ideal.” 


• EASTLEIGH boss Mar¬ 
tin Allen made back-to-back 
signings in preparation 
for his first league game in 
charge at Southport this 
weekend. 

After bringing in 18-year- 
old defender/midfielder Ha¬ 
keem Odoffin on loan from 
Wolves, he swooped for de¬ 
fender Gavin Hoyte, 26, on 
a free transfer from his old 
club Barnet. 

Hoyte, a full Trinidad & 
Tobago international who 
came through the ranks at 
Arsenal, has joined the Spit¬ 
fires on an 18-month con¬ 
tract. 

During his time with the 
Gunners he had loan spells 
at Watford, Brighton, Lin¬ 
coln and AFC Wimbledon 
before joining Dagenham & 
Redbridge in 2012. 

In 2014 he signed for Gill¬ 
ingham, leaving them after 
one full season to team up 
with Allen at Barnet. He is 
approaching 200 first-team 
appearances across Eng¬ 
land’s top-four divisions. 

Hoyte tweeted: “Exciting 
times ahead at @Eastleigh- 
FC cant wait to get started 
#spitfires.” 

Former Reading and Tot¬ 
tenham youngster Odoffin is 



Gavin Hoyte 


no stranger to Allen either. 
The Eastleigh boss signed 
him for Barnet and helped 
him back up the footballing 
ladder. 

Odoffin made his Bees de¬ 
but, aged 17, in an FA Cup 
second round tie at home to 
Newport County last Decem¬ 
ber. 

Come January, he got his 
move to Wolves for an undis¬ 
closed fee. He has impressed 
for the Championship club’s 
under-21s with his maraud¬ 
ing runs from right-back. 

Odoffin has signed for the 
Spitfires for a month and, 
crucially, will be available 
for the FA Cup third round 
tie at Brentford on January 
7. 

Allen said: “I had Hakeem 
at Barnet. He did really well 
and, within a year, he was 
sold to Wolves. 

“He can play right-back, 
centre-back, right midfield 
or central midfield.” 

Barnet also announced on 
Friday that midfielder Sam 
Togwell was joining East¬ 
leigh for £20,000. 

The Spitfires, though, is¬ 
sued a statement saying 
personal terms had yet to be 
agreed. 
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Pochettino 

challenges 

Eriksen 

MAURICIO Pochettino has 
challenged Tottenham midfielder 
Christian Eriksen to produce his 
best more consistently if he is to 
become a top player. 

Eriksen is enjoying a purple 
patch, having registered five goals 
and two assists in his last four 
Premier League games. 

But the Dane, who scored twice in 
Wednesday’s 3-0 win over Hull, 
started the season slowly as he 
failed to find the net in any of Spurs’ 
opening 11 matches. 

Pochettino says his chief creator 
must dictate games on a more 
regular basis. 

“He is an elite player. It’s true that 
he is young and can improve, but I 
think he is a very good player,” 
Pochettino said. 

“Does he dominate games 
enough? That is a challenge for him. 
Maybe we need to go further and try 
to assess his personality, character, 
his position on the pitch, his quality. 

“For me he is a player who has a 
good opportunity from now and into 
the future. He is a player that will 
improve a lot. 

“He will get more maturity in the 



Christian Eriksen 


game and realise which aspects he 
needs to improve to be a top, top, 
top player.” 

Eriksen produced a superb 
display in a deeper central midfield 
role against Hull on Wednesday and 
he may be deployed there again for 
Sunday’s game at home to Burnley. 

Pochettino has typically used 
Eriksen further forward, however, 
either centrally behind the striker or 
on the left of an attacking three. 

The Spurs boss believes Eriksen’s 
versatility is a sign of his 
intelligence. 

“Modern football uses different 
systems for playing offensive 
opposition, when we’re in 
possession, out of possession, 
different players in the starting 11,” 
Pochettino said. 

“You need clever players, 
intelligent enough to read the game 
in every action. Christian plays on 
the left, on the right, in the middle, 
deeper, higher. 

“When you are in the starting 11 it 
is because the manager wants you, 
trusts in you and because the 
manager believes in you for what he 
wants to do. That is modern football 
today.” 

Tottenham take on Burnley this 
weekend, looking to continue an 
upturn in form that has seen them 
win three of their last four matches 
and concede only twice. 

“It will be difficult because they 
have a very clear idea of how they 
play,” Pochettino said. 

“They are strong physically and 
mentally, it’s a very difficult team to 
play. 

“The Premier League always is 
tough, the most important thing is to 
arrive fresh with the ideas of how we 
need to play and what we need to 
do and then try to give our best.” 


Horne leaves his Wrexham role 



Barry Horne in his Saints days. 


FORMER Saints and Portsmouth 
midfielder Barry Horne said this 
week that he felt the “timing was 
right” for him to step down from 
the board of directors at Vanara- 
ma National League outfit Wrex¬ 
ham. 

Welshman Horne joined the 
board in December 2001 after 
Wrexham Supports’ Trust had 


taken ownership of the club. 

He and chief executive Don Bir- 
cham left the Racehorse Ground 
in October. 

“I’d been there five years and 
just felt it was a good time to 
leave,” he said. 

“I’m obviously very disappoint¬ 
ed that we haven’t gone up in all 
of those years, but there’s been a 


lot of changes, a lot of good work 
done during that time.” 

Known as a midfield ball- 
winner with a ferocious tackle, 
Horne, now 54, played for Saints 
between 1989 and 1992. 

He was captain of the Welsh na¬ 
tional team and also won the FA 
Cup in 1995 whilst he was playing 
for Everton. 


Watersiders will 
fight on together 


by Wendy 

Gee 



Alex Baldacchino wins a header for AFC Portchester. 


BULLISH Blackfield & Langley as¬ 
sistant boss Chris Farrell insists 
the Watersiders will not throw 
in the towel on the Sydenhams 
Premier Division title race - de¬ 
spite last Saturday’s damaging 2-1 
home defeat by AFC Portchester. 

Glenn Howes’ Blackfield have 
won just one of their last four 
league games and lag 12 points be¬ 
hind league leaders Moneyfields 
with two games in hand. 

Goals by ex-B&L striker Alex 
Baldacchino and Tony Easter 
plunged them into arrears against 
Portchester before Charlie Knight 
netted a late consolation. 

It meant Porchester climbed 
two points above the Watersid¬ 
ers into third, having played one 
game more. 

Farrell said: “Portchester de¬ 
served to win, I don’t think you 
could argue with that. 

“But what do you do, throw the 
towel in? Of course not. 

“If we win our game in hand, 
we can go above Portchester, and 
somehow we’ve got to put a win¬ 
ning run together if we are to 
close the gap on Moneyfields. 

“We’ve had a disastrous three 
weeks, knocked out of the FA 
Vase, drawing with Moneyfields 
and losing to Portchester, and 
there’s no margin for error now. 

“You couldn’t fault the effort of 
our players last Saturday. 

“We had as much of the ball as 
them, if not more, but Portches¬ 
ter had more quality than us. 

“Like it or not, we’ve got to ac¬ 
cept that. 

“But it’s not doom and gloom. 
We’re not out of it yet. It’s not 
dead until it’s mathematically im¬ 
possible. 

“We’ve got good players and 
we’ve got to stick together.” 


Starting with today’s (Satur¬ 
day’s) trip to Whitchurch, Black¬ 
field are entering a run of games 
which, on paper, they ought to 
glean maximum points from. 

“Whitchurch, Fawley, Cowes 
and Hamworthy (all bottom-half 
sides) are our next four games 
and we have to win them all, but 
that won’t be easy, it never is,” 
said Farrell. 

“But we’ve still got a strong 
enough group to start winning 


games again.” 

For AFC Portchester, the Gang 
Warily triumph made it 15 league 
games unbeaten and, according 
to their boss Graham Rix, the 
three points were “thoroughly de¬ 
served.” 

“We were the better team and 
scored our goals at the right 
time,” he said. 

“The only time they looked like 
troubling us was at set-pieces.” 

To rub salt in Blackfield’s 


wounds, it was one of their for¬ 
mer players, Baldacchino, who 
gave Portchester an early lead. 

With just five minutes gone he 
drilled the ball into the far bottom 
corner after good link-up play 
with Nathan Kirby. 

Easter doubled the advantage 
20 minutes from time, converting 
George Wells’ byline cross. 

That left Blackfield clinging to 
the scant consolation of Knight’s 
late reply. 
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Tributes to former Salisbury secretary 


SALISBURY were sad to learn of the passing 
of Mark Edmonds, who died this week follow¬ 
ing a brave cancer battle. 

A club statement said: “Mark previously 
served as club secretary for Salisbury FC. 

“He was the current serving general 
secretary for the Toolstation Western 


League. Many local football clubs and 
football organisations have paid tribute to 
Mark in wake of the tragic news. 

“The club would like to pass on our sincere 
condolences to Mark’s family and friends at 
this sad time.” 

• FORMER Eastleigh and Winchester City 


forward Chris Flood is on the move again. 
Flood announced this week that he had part¬ 
ed company with National League South out¬ 
fit Gosport Borough. 

The 27-year-old also includes QPR, Dorches¬ 
ter, Crawley Town and Salisbury City among 
his past clubs. 


Murray wants to 


NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Tuesday, December 20 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Boreham Wood v Braintree, Solihull 
Moors v Lincoln. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Cinderford v Hitchin, 
Leamington v Chesham, St Neots v St Ives, 
Stratford v Kings Langley. 

Division One South & West: Paulton 
Rovers v Salisbury (7.30). 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
Third round: Hedge End Rangers Res v 
Sholing (at Sholing). 

Wednesday, December 21 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Frome v Cirencester. 
Division One South & West: Winchester 
City v Slimbridge. 

NORTH HANTS SENIOR CUP 
Quarter-final: Alresford Town v Andover 
Lions. 

PORTSMOUTH SENIOR CUP 
Third round: Locks Heath v Petersfield 
Town (7.15). 


see Citizens in cup 


By Wendy 


Gee 

■ 


WINCHESTER City chairman 
Paul Murray would love to see the 
club back in the Hampshire FA 
Senior Cup final next spring. 

Cup competitions have been a 
valuable source of income for 
the Citizens this season with de¬ 
cent FA Cup and FA Trophy runs 
taking their earnings to around 
£18,000. And while the county cup 
is less financially rewarding, for¬ 
mer Eastleigh man Murray says 
he and Winchester just love what 
the competition stands for. 

Founded in 1887, the cup has 
been contested every year since, 
with the exception of the 1915-19 
war years. 

Winchester first lifted the tro¬ 
phy in 1931 - a 4-2 win over An¬ 
dover at The Dell - and were 
triumphant again as recently as 
2005 when they saw off Aldershot 
Town 2-1 at Dean Court. 

Last season they graced the hal¬ 
lowed turf of St Mary’s, drawing 
1-1 with higher league Havant & 
Waterlooville before losing 5-3 on 
penalties. 

“We believe in it as a cup,” said 
Murray. “The competition has 
real heritage. It’s an honour and a 
pleasure for Winchester City to be 
playing in it.” 

Having triumphed 6-1 at Fleet 
Town in the last round, Winches¬ 
ter have been drawn away again 
in this season’s quarter-finals. 

Ian Saunders’ Southern One 
South & West side must travel to 
Sydenhams Premier high fliers 
Sholing in the new year. 

Sholing (formerly VT FC) have 
been beaten finalists three times 
in the last eight years, losing to 
Fleet in 2009, AFC Totton in 2011 
and Gosport Borough in 2015. 
They earned their quarter-final 
slot with an excellent 2-0 victory 
at in-form AFC Portchester. 

Gosport are on the march again. 



Winchester players after losing last season's final at St Mary's. Below - Paul Murray. 


Having overcome a young East¬ 
leigh side 3-1 in the last round, 
they will now host AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth’s development squad, who 
ousted Bashley 4-0. 

AFC Totton - 3-2 winners over 
Horndean - must visit a Hartley 
Wintney side for whom ex-Saint 
Sam Argent plundered a third- 
round hat-trick in the 4-0 defeat 
of Lymington Town. 

The fourth quarter-final out of 
the hat paired six-time winners 
Basingstoke Town at home to 


Sydenhams One outfit AFC Stone- 
ham, who are the lowest ranked 
team left in the competition. 

Basingstoke progressed to the 
last eight with a 1-0 win over 
Cowes Sports, while Ash Ledger’s 
penalty carried Stoneham past 
Sydenhams Premier outfit Faw- 
ley AFC 1-0. 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
Quarter-final draw (to be played Tuesday, 
January 17): Hartley Wintney v AFC Totton, 
Gosport Borough v AFC Bournemouth, Shol¬ 
ing v Winchester City, Basingstoke Town v AFC 
Stoneham. 



The Sports Pink returns on the weekend of December 30/31 


Monday, December 26 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Aldershot v Woking (12.15, BT Sport), 

North Ferriby v York (12.30), Barrow v 
Gateshead, Braintree v Dagenham & 
Redbridge, Bromley v Sutton, Dover v 
Maidstone, Guiseley v Lincoln, Solihull 
Moors v Chester, Torquay v Forest Green, 
Tranmere v Macclesfield, Wrexham v 
Southport. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

St Albans v Oxford City (1.00), Wealdstone 
v Maidenhead (1.30), Bath v Hungerford, 
Chelmsford v Bishops Stortford, Concord 
v East Thurrock, Dartford v Ebbsfleet, 
Eastbourne Borough v Whitehawk, Gosport 
Borough v Poole Town, Hemel Hempstead 
v Hampton & Richmond, Margate v Welling, 
Truro v Weston-super-Mare. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Chesham v Kings 
Langley, Cirencester v Chippenham 
(1.00), Dorchester v Weymouth, Frome v 
Basingstoke, Hitchin v Dunstable (1.00), 
Kettering v King’s Lynn, Leamington v 
Stratford, Merthyr v Cinderford, Redditch v 
Banbury, St Ives v Cambridge City (1.00), 
St Neots v Biggleswade (1.00). 

Division One South & West: Barnstaple 
v Bideford (1.30), Didcot v Wantage, 
Evesham v Shortwood, Paulton v Larkhall 
(1.00), Salisbury v AFC Totton (2.00), 
Swindon Supermarine v North Leigh, 
Taunton v Tiverton, Yate v Mangotsfield. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Cowes Sports v 
Newport loW (11.30). 

Tuesday, December 27 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Eastleigh v Boreham Wood (7.45, BT 
Sport). 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Hayes & Yeading v 
Slough (3.00). 

Division One South & West: Bishops 
Cleeve v Hereford, Slimbridge v 
Bridgwater, Winchester City v Wimborne 
Town. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division (3pm): Bashley 
v Bournemouth Poppies, Bemerton 
HH v Amesbury, Lymington Town v 
Brockenhurst, Moneyfields v Horndean, 
Portland v Hamworthy Utd, Team Solent 
v Verwood. 

Division One (3pm): Alton v Fleet Spurs, 
Baffins MR v US Portsmouth, Downton 
v Laverstock & Ford, Hamble Club v 
Folland Sports, New Milton v Ringwood, 
Shaftesbury v Pewsey Vale, Tadley Calleva 
v Andover NS. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PRENMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Locks Heath v 
Fleetlands (12.00), Winchester Castle v 
Stockbridge (12.00). 

Division One: Lyndhurst v Sway (2.00), 
Upham v South Wonston Swifts (2.00). 

Wednesday, December 28 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford Town v 
Sholing, Fawley v Blackfield & Langley, 
Whitchurch v Andover Town. 

Division One: Christchurch v AFC 
Stoneham, Hythe & Dibden v Totton & 

Eling, Weymouth Res v Romsey. 

Thursday, December 29 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Weymouth v 
Biggleswade (6.00). 

Saturday, December 31 
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Boreham Wood v Eastleigh (1.00), 
Gateshead v Barrow. 

PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Bush Hill v QK 
Southampton (1.00), Clanfield v Hayling 
Utd (12.00), Liss Athletic v Liphook 
(12.00), Paulsgrove v Infinity (2.00). 
Division One: Headley Utd v AFC 
Petersfield (2.00), Netley Central v 
Michelmersh & T (2.00). 
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Whites seek 
run of form 

STEVE Claridge says 
Salisbury must stay in the 
winning groove to stand 
any chance of a top-five 
finish in the Southern One 
South & West. 

Going into today’s trip to 
Bridgwater, the head coach 
had engineered back- 
to-back league victories 
over Bishops Cleeve and 
Shortwood United. 

The six-point haul took 
the Whites to within 
five points of the play¬ 
offs, behind fifth-placed 
Swindon Supermarine. 

And with the halfway 
point in the campaign 
reached, Claridge knows 
his charges need to push 
on over Christmas and the 
New Year if they are to 
stay with the leading pack. 

“We know if we don’t 
put together six or seven 
wins on the bounce, we 
are simply not going to get 
anywhere,” he said. 


i 



Steve Claridge 


“I’ve looked at the 
fixtures for the next 
three or four months and 
everybody has to play each 
other. 

“We’ve done Taunton, 
Taunton will be in the 
play-offs; we’ve done 
Evesham, Evesham will be 
in the play-offs; and we’ve 
gone to Hereford. 

“So we are looking at 
the games we’ve got ahead 
of us and Tiverton away, 
undoubtedly, will be a 
really tough game. Then 
every other game we’ve 
got to look at and go ‘right, 
it’s a game we’ve got to be 
trying to win.’” 

Last Saturday’s 1-0 win 
over Shortwood completed 
back-to-back clean sheets 
in the league. 

Lewis Benson found the 
winner in the 25th minute 
with a delightful strike. 

Justin Bennett’s late 
winner secured Claridge’s 
men a 2-1 quarter-final win 
over Amesbury Town in 
the Wiltshire Senior Cup 
on Tuesday. 


Students set to enjoy the comforts of home 



Team Solent celebrating Sydenhams 
League Cup success last season 


HOLDERS Team Solent have 
landed an ideal home draw 
against lower league opposition 
in the quarter-finals of the Syden¬ 
hams League Cup. 

The Students, who scraped 
through a penalty shoot-out at 
Portland United on Tuesday, will 
host Wessex One outfit Tadley 
Calleva in the last eight. 

Having seized a 26th-minute 
lead at Portland thanks to a mo¬ 
ment of magic from Jesse Waller- 
Lassen, Solent were pegged back 
by a Lewis Clarke equaliser in 
first-half stoppage time. 

Not for the first time this sea¬ 


son, manager James Taylor had 
to play in goal for the Southamp¬ 
ton Solent University side. 

He had a busy time of it, making 
some crucial second-half saves to 
take the tie to a penalty shoot-out 
which the Students won 4-2. 

Portland boss Gary Bailey said 
afterwards: “Of course we were 
disappointed to go out on penal¬ 
ties, but once it gets to that stage 
it doesn’t matter how your team 
plays, it’s just a lottery that de¬ 
cides the game. 

“They stuck their manager in 
goal and everything either went 
at him or he stuck a hand out and 


saved it.” 

Speaking about the game in 
general, Bailey added: “Solent 
were always going to be a threat 
on the break, as you would expect 
against a team of that calibre. 

“But for the most part I thought 
we had the better chances in the 
second half. 

“If you were a neutral up there 
just to watch the game, it would 
have been great entertainment. 
My boys gave it everything.” 

Should Solent overcome Tadley, 
they would go on to visit the win¬ 
ners of a fascinating Sholing v 
Hamble Club derby. 


Eye<atcher Burt 
Alresford's 'Bale' 


By Wendy 

rn 

Gee 



SWASHBUCKLING left-winger 
Sam Burt has been dubbed the 
Gareth Bale of Alresford Town. 

The 19-year-old scored five 
times as the Magpies humbled 
Folland Sports 9-1 last weekend to 
progress to the third round of the 
Sydenhams League Cup. 

Burt caught the eye earlier in 
the season in a defensive capacity, 
filling in as an emergency centre- 
back against Wimborne Town in 
the FA Cup and emerging as man- 
of-the-match. 

But his pace is such that manag¬ 
er Richard Luffman has released 
him from his normal full-back 
shackles to cause havoc higher up 
the pitch. 

For an hour he was unplay¬ 
able as a rampaging left winger 
against Follands before earning a 
breather in his old full-back role 
for the remainder of the game. 

So much pace 

By then he had helped himself 
to five goals in a blistering 22-min- 
ute spell that left the Planemakers 
wondering what had hit them. 

Luffman marvelled: “Sam 
scored a hat-trick in 10 minutes 
and five in 22! 

“All of them were proper left¬ 
wingers’ goals that came from 
him running at people. 

“For the first, he ran on to his 
own flick-on. 

“We only started him as a left¬ 
winger a few weeks ago when we 
played Follands first time round 
(in the Southampton Senior Cup) 
and he’s flying. He’s got so much 



Alresford Town's Sam Burt. 


pace. With John Cole on the other 
wing, the wide players are scor¬ 
ing goals for fun. 

“We’ve always had good foot¬ 
ballers, but now we’ve got the 


pace to get in behind defences. 

“Sam’s been excellent for us, 
he’s a nightmare for any right- 
back. 

“He’s got it all really. He can 


tackle, he’s quick, strong and 
good in the air.” 

Along with Alresford team¬ 
mate Scott Munro and former 
Magpies striker Tommy Wright, 
who is currently on loan at Salis¬ 
bury from National League outfit 
Sutton United, Burt was part of 
the Sparsholt Academy side run 
by Neil Benson. 

Based in Winchester, he now 
studies at Southampton Solent 
University who have their own 
Sydenhams Premier side. 

“Sam could have played for 
Team Solent, but he didn’t want 
to,” said Luffman. 

Raw 

“He knows Scotty (Munro) and 
likes the lads in the dressing 
room at Alresford. 

“He’s a nice, quiet lad and he’s 
happy here.” 

Asked if he was worried that 
Burt would soon have a queue 
of suitors at his door, Luffman 
laughed: “We’ve got a ‘hands-off’ 
notice on him! 

“Sam’s still a bit raw, but in an¬ 
other couple of years he could go 
off and do what he wanted. 

“He’s been phenomenal this sea¬ 
son.” 

Alresford kept up the good work 
on Tuesday, climbing to ninth in 
the Sydenhams Premier with a 2-1 
victory at Bournemouth Poppies. 

Lukas McCartney and Chris 
Mason struck from first-half cor¬ 
ners to secure the in-form Mag¬ 
pies a fourth successive league 
win and stretch their unbeaten 
run to seven games. 

• Got a non-league football 
story for us? Email wendygee@ 
dailyecho.co.uk or, alternatively, 
contact the Southern Daily Echo 
sports desk on 02380 424515. 
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MON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


Briggs glad to join 
his old friends and 
boost City squad 



By Wendy 


Gee 

LI 


JOE Briggs may be a relative 
newcomer to Winchester City, but 
he and manager Ian Saunders go 
back years. 

Now 27, Briggs first played 
for Army man Saunders - nick¬ 
named Sus - as a 16-year-old at 
Sussex outfit Chichester. 

“I’m one of his disciples!’ smiled 
the Portsmouth-based winger af¬ 
ter playing an influential role for 
Winchester in their 3-2 Southern 
One South & West victory over 
10-man Paulton Rovers last Satur¬ 
day, writes Wendy Gee. 

Having teed up his good friend 
and team-mate Howard Neigh¬ 
bour for the 2-2 leveller, he plun¬ 
dered the 84th-minute winner 
from skipper Stuart Green’s de¬ 
termined byline cutback. 

Briggs arrived at Winchester 
from Petersfield Town during the 
summer having helped propel 
the Rams into the Southern One 
Central as Sydenhams Premier 
champions. 

He, Neighbour and defender 
Jamie Ford form a triumvirate 
of ex-Petersfield players who fol¬ 
lowed boss Saunders from Love 
Lane to the Denplan City Ground. 

“I first played for Sus at Chich¬ 
ester when I was 16,” Briggs ex¬ 
plained. “I went travelling to Aus¬ 
tralia and then went with Sus to 
Petersfield for two years. 

Enjoying it 

“I’m enjoying it at Winchester. 
It’s a bit different being in a new 
environment because when you 
go to one of the Portsmouth clubs 
you already know half the lads. 
Here I only knew Jamie and How¬ 
ard who are my two best friends. 

“I’ve played with Fordy since I 
was 17 or 18 and I’ve known How¬ 
ard since playing at Pagham. He 
and I went travelling to Australia 
together.” 

Briggs and Neighbour have 
been globe-trotting again since 
then, taking time out this season 
to meet up with Aussie friends in 
Bali. 

Their absence was not ideal 
for City, but Briggs, who works 
as plumber, believes the rest has 


done him good. Since returning to 
the side, he has laid on several as¬ 
sists and scored two goals to take 
his season’s tally to eight). 

He still has some way to go to 
match last season’s 24-goal top¬ 
scoring exploits for Petersfield, 
but Briggs is confident enough to 
have bet Winchester’s director of 
football Dave Malone that he will 
bag another 20 this term. 

“Every season I get at least 15 
goals and I’ve had a bet with Dave 
that I’ll get 20,” he smiled. 

“I started well and scored quite 
a few at the beginning, but then I 
wasn’t playing too well - I must 
have needed a rest! 

“Going to Bali did me good be¬ 
cause I’ve been involved with a lot 


of goals and scored two since I got 
back.” 

IF winger Joe Briggs does 
not reach his 20-goal target for 
Winchester City this season, he 
hopes it is because the likes of top 
scorer Craig Feeney and Howard 
Neighbour are filling their boots. 

“I scored 24 for Petersfield last 
season from out wide and I hoped 
I’d get that here,” said Briggs. 
“But I’m in a better team now and 
I’m not relied on so much to score 
goals. I need to do more for the 
team like tracking back. 

“At Petersfield Sus (City man¬ 
ager Ian Saunders) used to let 
me stay wide, but here there are 
lots of other players capable of 


scoring and a winger shouldn’t re¬ 
ally be getting 24 goals. 

“This is the best squad I’ve 
played in - even the bench is 
strong. 

“Every player here thinks they 
are going to start. 

“It was difficult for Sus at first 
bringing different groups of play¬ 
ers together, but now we’re all 
clicking as one unit and we should 
be a top-half team at least.” 

Briggs’s former Petersfield 
team-mate Neighbour scored for 
fourth game running on Wednes¬ 
day to edge City past Yate Town 
1 - 0 . 

It was their third league win 
in a row and their fourth in all 
competitions. 


Neil: I won't 
quit Canaries 

Alex Neil insists he will not 
quit Norwich after Friday’s 
2-1 Sky Bet Championship 
defeat to Huddersfield made 
it seven losses in their last 
nine league games. 

Neil, below, was berated 
by sections of the Carrow 
Road support during the 
second-half, with chants of 
‘you don’t know what you’re 
doing’ following his decision 
to substitute in-form striker 
Nelson Oliveira. 

“No, I won’t consider 
going. Of course not,” he 
said. “I will not be making 
a decision to leave this club. 
The only time you have 
failed is when you quit in 
my book. I have never quit at 
anything in my life and I am 
not going to start now. 

“Where we are is not good 
enough. From me, from the 
players. 

“The one thing that always 
happens is people tend to 
look for a scapegoat and 
being the manager it is 
usually going to be him. That 
is fine but everyone has to 
share responsibility. 

“When you do well, get 
promoted and everything 
is going well you are not 
the only one who takes all 
the praise. As a group we 
certainly need to do better.” 

Neil admitted the Canaries, 
who host Saints in the FA 
Cup on January 7, were 
overwhelmed by the pressing 
of David Wagner’s slick 
Terriers. 

“I am disappointed due 
to the fact if you want to 
go and press a team like 
Huddersfield, who are so 
expansive and have a lot of 
energy, you need to do it with 
intensity,” said Neil. 

“You have to have a 
willingness to run and in the 
middle areas of the pitch we 
really lacked that intensity 
It wasn’t a lack of effort, if I 
am being honest I thought it 
was a lack of legs. 

“We didn’t have the legs 
to get around the pitch well 
enough. I made a change 
at half-time and I certainly 
thought that improved us.” 
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Title holders 
hard to stop 

After a busy month of 
autumn internationals, 
attention will quickly turn to 
this season’s RBS 6 Nations 
Championship. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at how the four home nations 
might fare, based on their 
autumn performances and 
results. 

ENGLAND 

Autumn form: beat South 
Africa 37-21, beat Fiji 58-15, 
beat Argentina 27-14, beat 
Australia 37-21. 

Points scored: 159. Tries 
scored: 19. 

STRENGTH 

Eddie Jones. England’s 
Australian head coach has 
masterminded a dream 13 
from 13 winning return this 
year, including a Six Nations 
Grand Slam, 3-0 Test series 
whitewash in Australia and 
a 100 per cent autumn series 
record. Vastly-experienced 
Jones has transformed 
England from their status as 
World Cup flops under Stuart 
Lancaster just over a year 
ago. 



Eddie Jones 


WEAKNESS 

Very difficult to find one at 
present, given that England 
swept all before them in 2016. 
Even previous issues such 
as an unsettled midfield 
in terms of selection, and 
an occasional absence of 
strength in depth with 
regard to some positions 
have been wiped out by 
the mercurial Jones. It is 
clutching at straws, but in 
terms of the 2019 World Cup, 
have they peaked too soon? 
Time will tell. 

STAR MAN 

Injury could sideline 
him from the Six Nations 
campaign, but Billy 
Vunipola once again proved 
his word-class status as a 
rampaging number eight 
whose destructive power 
rumbles through the heart of 
England’s game. 

PROSPECTS 

The defending champions 
will probably start as 
favourites, and it is difficult 
to see anyone halting their 
title march apart from 
Ireland, with the countries 
set for a final day showdown 
in Dublin. 
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SAINTS NOSTALGIA 


The battles for 

By Simon j 

—-^ Cherries v 


Saints: The 
south coast 
rivalry 



SAINTS make their latest visit 
to Dean Court this weekend to 
take on south coast rivals AFC 
Bournemouth. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at all the league and cup clashes 
between the two clubs at Dean 
Court (or the Vitality Stadium as 
it his now known in these days of 
ground sponsorship). 

1953-54 

The first clash took place in No¬ 
vember 1953 in the first round of 
the FA Cup. 

It was Saints’ first season back 
in the old Third Division (South 
since 1922. 

When Bournemouth & Bos- 
combe - as the club were then 
known - arrived at The Dell on 
November 21, the hosts were fa¬ 
vourites. 

Saints were lying third in the 
table, having won nine of their 
home league games and drawn 
the other. 

Boscombe, in contrast, were 
seventh bottom with eight defeats 
in their ten away league matches. 

George Roughton’s Saints were 
within seconds of progressing, 
before Frank Fidler levelled late 
on. 

This is how the Southern Daily 
Echo reported the game under 
the heading All Roads lead to 
Dean Court now’ 

‘Boscombe supporters rose in 
their seats and shouted their 
heads off when, not much more 
than 30 seconds from the end, 
Frank Fidler charged into a cen¬ 
tre from the right and crashed 
the ball into the Saints’ net at The 
Dell on Saturday. 

That was the story-book ending 
to the first FA Cup tie between 
Southampton and Boscombe, and 
visiting fans will not forget for a 
very long time the exhilaration of 
that moment. 

Against a background of hard- 
fought cup tie football, all the 90 
minutes there had been those 
flashes of intense drama. 

More than once full backs - at 
either end - had headed the ball 
away from under the crossbar; 
more than once forwards had out¬ 
witted resolute defence, and yet 
had not scored; more than once 
shots had gone rocketting just 
wide of goalposts; or goalkeepers, 
or defenders, had prevented goals 
against all the probabilities. 

And when that 89th and a half 
minute goal by Fidler decreed 
that the Saints must visit Dean 
Court on Wednesday afternoon, it 
brought a feeling of satisfaction 


to all. 

Bournemouth earned their 
draw. The Saints had shot - Eric 
Day netting a penalty kick - in the 
18th minute, and for a long time, a 
very long time, it seemed that the 
goal would be the decider. 

There was more ‘bite’ in the 
Saints’ play all round. No oppo¬ 
nent was allowed to get away with 
the ball un-harassed. There was 


nothing to complain about on that 
account, and, indeed, that grim 
determination was characteristic 
of both teams. 

What anybody got he had to 
earn. 

The Saints’ forwards made some 
very good scoring positions, but 
did not find the right technique to 
defeat goalkeeper Godwin when 
he advanced. 


He had shots fired at him in¬ 
stead of slipped wide of him. 

Roy Williams, Eric Day and 
John Hoskins all might have got 
that second goal so badly needed, 
but when it was not the goal¬ 
keeper, some other defender, in¬ 
tervened. Full back Keetley made 
a somersault clearance in his 
own goalmouth; centre half back 
Hardy headed away from a gaping 
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Excellence 
and errors 


Justin Tipuric, right. 

capable of mixing it with 
the very best. But too often 
in the autumn, they would 
follow excellence with errors. 
While three wins out of four 
were posted - Wales’ best 
set of autumn results since 
2002 - that statistic could not 
disguise frustratingly-mixed 
performances. 

STAR MAN 

Justin Tipuric. The 
Ospreys openside flanker has 
won more than 40 caps, but 
been a regular understudy 
in the number seven shirt 
to long-time Wales skipper 
Sam Warburton. So good 
was Tipuric in November, 
though, that few people 
would suggest he does not 
deserve to keep his place. 

PROSPECTS 

Wales face three away 
games out of five, starting 
against Italy. Tournament 
heavyweights England and 
Ireland are both on the bill in 
Cardiff, and Wales have got it 
all to do in terms of making 


The Sports Pink assesses 
how the Welsh are looking 
ahead of the 2017 Six Nations 
Championship. 

WALES 


Autumn form: lost 
to Australia 32-8, beat 
Argentina 24-20, beat Japan 
33-30, beat South Africa 27-13. 

Points scored: 92. 

Tries scored: 8. 

STRENGTH 

Undoubtedly the collective 
experience available to 
interim head coach Rob 
Howley. Wales fielded a 
combined total of more than 
800 caps when they took 
on South Africa in their 
autumn finale, and there is 
no doubt that Howley has a 
considerable collection at 
his disposal of individuals 
hugely-familiar with the Test 
rugby environment. 

WEAKNESS 

Inconsistency. When 
everything clicks, Wales are 


bragging rights 


which made the centre forward 
move to the right wing for a spell 
in the second half, is not serious. 

‘He had a kick on a nerve on the 
knee,’ said Mr Roughton, ‘but the 
ill effect is not likely to last.’ 

Bill Ellerington is still a doubt¬ 
ful starter. Every effort is being 
made to get him fit for the replay, 
but at present there is a big query 
mark against his name. 

‘We can still win this tie,’ said 
Mr Roughton. ‘If we not only 
make the chances but take them, 

too.” 

* 

George Roughton was wrong, 
though. 

It was Bournemouth who pro¬ 
gressed on the Wednesday after¬ 
noon - these were pre floodlight 
days, remember - to the second 
round with a 3-1 success. 

This time ‘Commentator’ was 
not happy, his report coming un¬ 
der the heading ‘The Saints can¬ 
not go on like this’ 

He wrote... 

‘The Saints were ahead in their 
replay FA Cup tie at Dean Court 
yesterday for exactly three min¬ 
utes. 

Up to half time it had been 
andybody’s game, then in the 18th 
minute of the second half Tommy 
Traynor hit a long free kick into 
the Boscombe penalty area. Char¬ 
lie Purves ran into position, cap¬ 
tured the ball, moved near, and 
scored. 

It might have been though that 
the Saints would have drawn in¬ 
spiration from that mid second 
half lead. But no! 

Boscombe equalised in the 21st 
minute, centre forward Fidler 
netting and they scored two more 
goals before the end. 

There is no doubt that Bos¬ 
combe deserved to win. They 
were the more virile team, and 
had the best of the play. 

Yet I think their second and 
third goals were fortunate. 

Right winger Stephens - again 
a man of threat - scored the sec¬ 
ond with a cross-shot which hit 
Traynor and cannoned into the 
net. 

Cheney scored the third from a 
pass by Fidler, who as I saw it, was 
standing offside. 

Fidler, in fact, had been dazed 
into a collision with Stanley Cle¬ 
ments, and I imagine did not 
quite know what was happening. 
He was just standing a little wide 
of the goal, close in. 

But when the ball came to him, 
he pushed into the goalmouth, 
and that was it! 

However, there is no doubt that 
victory went to the side which de¬ 
served it. In the second half Bos¬ 
combe were on top - when Saints’ 
attack became less and less ef¬ 
fective, and the defenders had to 
work overtime. 

Continued on page 14 


Main picture - 
Bournemouth v 
Saints at Dean 
Court in Apri 1960. 

Right - Saints v 
Cherries in the FA 
Cup at The Dell, 
November 1953. 


goal. 

Bournemouth also had to watch 
equally near-goals not to come. 

Jack Gregory and Tommy 
Traynor both brought off goal¬ 
line ‘Rochford’ clearances.’ 

Reporter ‘Commentator’ ended 
his report with the following... 

‘Bournemouth have been build¬ 
ing up a reputation as a side with 
the fighting spirit to come from 


behind and pull a game out of the 
fire - and they did it once again. 

What will happen at Dean Court 
on Wedneday? There is no easy 
answer. It might well be just as 
close a game, and certainly will 
be just as hard-fought. 

I think the Saints have the foot¬ 
ball to win if they take the chanc¬ 
es which I quite expect them to 
make. 


The attendance of 22,102 (re¬ 
ceipts £3,436) was lower than ex¬ 
pected but, with the ‘cut’ from the 
replay added, it should be a profit¬ 
able tie for the two clubs. 

Manager George Roughton 
said that although Eric Day fell 
on his damaged shoulder two or 
three times in the early part of 
the match - ‘which did not do it 
any good at all’ - the knee injury 


Saints v Bournemouth - November 25,1953 
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Dark horses 
for title? 

The Sports Pink assesses 
how the Scots are looking 
ahead of the 2017 Six Nations 
Championship. 

SCOTLAND 

Autumn form: lost 
to Australia 23-22, beat 
Argentina 19-16, beat Georgia 
43-16. 

Points scored: 84. 

Tries scored: 10. 

STRENGTH 

The squad’s strength 
in depth. Emergence of 
youngsters like Zander 
Fagerson, Allan Dell, Hamish 
Watson, Magnus Bradbury 
and Huw Jones means head 
coach Vern Cotter has more 
options than at any time 
during his stint in charge 
of the Scots, which augers 
well going into the 2017 Six 
Nations campaign. 

WEAKNESS 

Composure. Not for the 
first time, the Scots managed 
to snatch defeat from the 
jaws of victory when they 
took on Australia last month. 



Vern Cotter 


Although they showed better 
game-management as they 
claimed a late win against 
Argentina a week later, 
questions remain over the 
Dark Blues’ ability to cope 
with pressure situations 
against the world’s top 
nations. 

STAR MAN 

Stuart Hogg. Has not been 
quite so prolific of late, 
but the Glasgow full-back 
demonstrated his class 
with a brace of tries in the 
demolition job on Georgia 
last time out. Expect a big 
Six Nations as he targets a 
British and Irish Lions slot 
next summer. 

PROSPECTS 

Cotter’s farewell campaign 
before the coaching reins are 
handed to Gregor Townsend 
could be shaped by Scotland’s 
opening two games - Ireland 
at home and France in Paris. 
If they get off to a flying start, 
then the Scots might feature 
prominently as tournament 
dark horses. 





SAINTS NOSTALGIA 


The lowdown 



from page 13 

Taking the game throughout, I 
can commend only Clements as a 
real force - with goalkeeper Chris¬ 
tie - in Saints’ side. He was easily 
the most successful player they 
had, and, in his present form, is 
the best hope for the future. 

For the season has still a long 
way to go, and unless the Saints 
can find better form they will ex¬ 
perience many more disappoint¬ 
ments. 

More power in attack is obvi¬ 
ously necessary. 

Only eight goals have been 
scored in the last 10 matches - 
which points the way. 

Eric Day had far and away the 
best chance of the match. This 
came towards the interval when 
a pass by Johnnie Walker to John 
Hoskins was glided by the winger 
into the penalty area. 

Day got to the ball first, closed 
in on goal - and shot wide. 

The left wing pair, otherwise, 
were very weak, and Purves, on 
the right wing, was seldom in the 
game. 

Day did not carry much threat 
at any time. 

Clements prevented the defence 
from sliding too far and Bryn Elli¬ 
ott in an unusual position did not 
let the side down. 

But, even though there was 
more effort by the defenders 
than by the forwards, there was 
not that real solidity which com¬ 
mands respect. 

All in all the Saints showed 
weaknesses which must be tack¬ 
led - if the remainder of the sea¬ 
son is to be a fight for honours. 
And, on present showing, that im¬ 
provement will have to come from 
a new source. In the other words, 
the transfer of new players.’ 

Saints: Christie, Gregory, Traynor, Wilkins, Cle¬ 
ments, Elliott, Purves, Williams, Day, Walker, 
Hoskins. 

Boscombe: Godwin, Keetley, Drummond, Mc¬ 
Donald, Hardy, Thompson, Stephens, Gaynor, 
Fidler, Cheney, Harrison. 

Saints were back at Dean Court 
exactly one month after their FA 
Cup loss - this time for Christmas 
Day game in the Third Division 
(South). 

The result was the same, though, 
with the 16th-placed hosts win¬ 
ning 3-1 against the second-placed 
Saints with goals from defender 
Ian Drummond and forwards 
Frank Fidler and Len Gaynor. 

Under the heading of ‘The 
Saints dip again to Boscombe’, 
our friend ‘Commentator’ wrote 

‘Ipswich Town pulled further 
away from their challengers at the 
top of the Third Division (South) 
yesterday when they brought off 
a good away win at Coventry, by 
three goals to one. 

The defeat of the Saints at Dean 


Court, and the defeat of Brighton 
at Walsall gave Ipswich a great 
boost. 

Eric Webber’s team, Torquay 
United - creeping up - brought off 
a fine performance at Reading, 
whey they won by four to two. 

Cup tie form was confirmed 
in the first of the two Christmas 
clashes in the league between 
Boscombe and the Saints, for the 


home side won by 3-1, the same 
score by which they triumphed in 
the first round cup replay. 

It was a repeat performance in 
more respects than the score. 

While Bournemouth deserved 
their success because they were 
the better side and had more of 
the play, Saints contributed to 
their own downfall by failing to 
take their chances. 


Eric Day, in particular, will re¬ 
tain regretful memories of the 
two games. 

In each of them he missed a 
golden opportunity when a goal 
might have turned the game in 
the Saints’ favour. 

As in the cup replay, he could 
have given the Saints a first half 
lead, if he had finished off a solo 
dash with an accurate shot, but 
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Cherries v Saints 




this chance wasn’t nearly so good 
as the other he had in the second 
half. 

This came at a vital stage. Saints 
had halved a two-goal deficit and 
within a couple of minutes Flood 
presented the centre forward 
with a gilt-edged opportunity to 
make the score level. 

The winger middled the ball 
perfectly after drawing the 


Bournemouth defence, but with 
Godwin near the goal post, Day 
shot a yard wide to his own con¬ 
sternation and the amazement 
of spectators. It seemed easier to 
score than miss! 

But Day was not the only for¬ 
ward to fail in front of goal. 
Walker missed a chance almost 
equally as good through delaying 
his effort from a pass by Day and 


Hoskins was also at fault when 
the ball rebounded off Godwin 
from a shot by Day. 

There were also errors in 
marksmanship by the Bourne¬ 
mouth forwards as well. Cheney 
had an unexpected chance to give 
Bournemouth a lead after 18 min¬ 
utes, when Christie placed the 
ball at his feet with a bad clear¬ 
ance. The inside left was well 


within the penalty area, with an 
open goal to shoot into, but he 
was apparently so surprised to re¬ 
ceive the ball that he lifted it over 
the bar with a hurried shot. 

When a mistake by Traynor 
let in Stephens, the winger lost 
the chance through hesitating to 
shoot and Harrison and Gaynor 
both shot over the bar when well 
placed. 

Despite these shortcomings in 
finishing, it was a game of good 
standards contested in excellent 
spirit and there were capital scor¬ 
ing efforts to counter balance the 
misses. 

One was a header by Day from a 
long goal kick into the goalmouth 
by Traynor - the first threat to 
Godwin after 15 minutes - the ball 
rocketting over the bar. 

Flood, always a danger when 
in position, spoiled a good move¬ 
ment when Day and he switched 
places by handling the ball from 
the centre forward’s pass. 

Godwin kept a good goal, mak¬ 
ing fine saves, when he ran out of 
check Day and Walker when they 
burst through the middle. 

A right hand save from a shot by 
Day was another highlight. 

Clements probably prevented 
a goal when he headed a shot by 
Stephens over the bar and Chris¬ 
tie did all that could be expected 
of him until the 42nd minute, 
when he was beaten by a 22-yard 
shot by Drummond. 

Jumping too late, the goalkeep¬ 
er got his fingers to the ball, but 
could not prevent it going into the 
roof of the net. 

Two minutes later, Fidler in¬ 
creased Bournemouth’s lead from 
a Stephens corner. 

There was a spell midway 
through the second half when 
Bournemouth were in danger of 
losing their grip. 

After 70 minutes Williams 
found a hole in the Bournemouth 
defence which had hitherto been 
perfectly sound, to score the 
Saints’ goal. 

Then, following Day’s unac¬ 
countable miss, Bournemouth 
rallied and Gaynor restored their 
two-goal advantage. 

He owed his success to Fidler, 
who made a solo run from a long 
pass by Thompson, nearly half 
the length of the field, keeping 
control of the ball though chal¬ 
lenged by Gregory and Clements 
he shot accurately. 

Christie could only push the 
ball out to the inside right, who 
promptly returned it into the net. 

Fidler’s leadership was a big 
factor in Bournemouth’s superi¬ 
ority in attack, and a sure defence 
rested on a rock-like Hardy.’ 

Saints: Christie, Gregory, Traynor, Elliott, Cle¬ 
ments, Wilkins, Flood, Williams, Day, Walker, 
Hoskins. 

Attendance: 11,900 (receipts £1,226). 
Continued on page 16 


Coach is no 
ordinary Joe 

How the Irish are looking 
ahead of the 2017 Six Nations 
Championship. 

IRELAND 

Autumn form: beat New 
Zealand 40-29, beat Canada 
52-21, lost to New Zealand 21- 
9, beat Australia 27-24. 

Points scored: 128. 

Tries scored: 16. 

STRENGTH 

Joe Schmidt. Facile to 
highlight the boss maybe, 
but Ireland’s biggest coup 
in 2016 remains retaining 
the services of their shrewd 
head coach. The taskmaster 
Kiwi very nearly headed 
home owing to family 
commitments, but opted 
instead to commit his 
future to Ireland until the 
end of World Cup 2019. The 
first-ever victory over New 
Zealand nestles neatly in 
the history books, but may 
never have happened without 
Schmidt’s guidance. 

WEAKNESS 

Back-line balance. Ireland’s 



Joe Schmidt 


growing strength in depth 
is hugely commendable, and 
the likes of Garry Ringrose 
and Joey Carbery proved 
they can cope in the Test 
match arena this autumn. 
But, in admittedly splitting 
hairs, head coach Schmidt 
may have some back-line 
tinkering on his hands 
sooner rather than later. 

STAR MAN 

Robbie Henshaw. Cemented 
forever more in his nation’s 
annals as the man to score 
the winning try in Ireland’s 
first-ever win over the All 
Blacks. Henshaw kicked his 
career to another level with 
his bullish showing in the 
40-29 win over New Zealand 
in Chicago. 

PROSPECTS 

Ireland won successive Six 
Nations titles under Schmidt 
in 2014 and 2015, with 
autumn form suggesting 
they will be right in the mix 
once more. England’s March 
18 visit to Dublin has title 
decider written all over it. 
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Football's 
drink-drive 
court cases 


Yaya Toure is the latest 
footballer to fall foul of 
drink-driving laws, with 
high-profile cases going back 
decades. 

While some, like the 
Manchester City defender, 
have been reprimanded with 
a ban and fine, other cases 
have been more serious, 
including players whose 
intoxicated driving has 
resulted in deaths and jail 
sentences. 

Here are some other 
players and managers who 
have appeared in court after 
drink-driving: 

TONY ADAMS 

The Arsenal and England 
defender was sentenced to 
four months in jail in 1990 
after he crashed his car 
into a wall in Essex while 
drunk. After admitting 
alcoholism, Adams founded 
the Sporting Chance clinic to 
help sportsmen and women 
deal with drink, drug and 
gambling addictions. 


Yaya Toure. 

PAUL MERSON 

Adams’ former Arsenal 
teammate was given a 
14-month driving ban in 
February 2012 after a court 
heard how he crashed his 
Mercedes into a 38-tonne 
truck after he fell asleep 
on the M40. Merson, who 
suffered a head injury in the 
accident in October 2011, was 
fined £1,500 after admitting 
drink-driving. 

Jermaine Pennant 

Another former Arsenal 
player, the winger was 
sentenced to three months 
in jail for drink-driving and 
driving while disqualified in 
2005 - two years after scoring 
a hat-trick on his Gunners 
debut against Saints at 
Highbury. After his release, 
he became the first player 
to play while wearing an 
electronic tag. 

Luke McCormick 

The Plymouth Argyle 
goalkeeper was jailed for 
seven years and four months 
in October 2008. 

Continued on facing page 
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Derby days on 


from page 15 

Saints failed to reclaim their 
Second Division place at the first 
time of asking, finishing sixth. 

Bournemouth ended up 11 
points and 13 places further down 
the table. 

1954/55 

With four matches remaining 
in the 1954/55 season, Saints were 
third - albeit 10 points adrift of 
runaway leaders and eventual 
champions Bristol City - when 
they made the short trip to mid¬ 
table Bournemouth. 

The game marked the debut 
of Derek Reeves, who was born 
down the road in Poole. 

With six minutes left, Reeves 
scored the first of many goals for 
Saints. 

But that man Frank Fidler - the 
scourge of Saints the previous 
season - popped up with another 
89th minute leveller. 

Saints ended third, 11 points be¬ 
hind the champions, with Cher¬ 
ries 19th. 

Reeves went on to net 173 goals 
for Saints in 311 league and cup 
matches, before moving back to 
Bournemouth to sign for them. 
Saints: Christie, Ellerington, Wilkins, Traynor, 
McLaughlin, Elliott, Hoskins, Day, Flood, 
Reeves, Walker. 

1955/56 

Saints had made a dismal start 
to the new season when they 
racked up at Dean Court on Octo¬ 
ber 1 1955. 

They had won only one of their 
first seven Third Division (South) 
games and just three out 11 by 
the time they travelled along the 
south coast. 

They were down in 20th place, 
one position below Bournemouth. 

One reason for their poor start 
could have been Reeves’ absence 
through injury. When he returned 
for his first game of the season, 
he netted twice as Saints recorded 
their first ever win at Dean Court 
with a 3-1 success. 

Tommy Mulgrew fired Saints 
into a 10th minute lead and 
Reeves doubled the advantage be¬ 
fore half-time. 

Bournemouth pulled a goal 
back in the 80th minute through 
Harrison, but Reeves restored the 
two-goal advantage five minutes 
later. 

Saints went on to finish a low¬ 
ly 14th - the club’s lowest ever 
league finish in the Third Divi¬ 
sion (South) - while Bournemouth 
ended ninth. 

Saints: Christie, Wilkins, Traynor, Parker, Elliott, 
McGowan, Hoskins, Day, Reeves, Mulgrew. 

1956/57 

Saints travelled to Dean Court 
top of the Third Division (South) 
table on December 15. 


In Ted Bates’ first full season 
in charge, they were four points 
clear of Torquay and nine points 
ahead of eighth-placed Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

The hosts, though, were unbeat¬ 
en at Dean Court - having won 
five and drawn five so far. And it 
was Bournemouth that earned 
the bragging rights, thanks to Reg 
Cutler’s 76th minute decider. 

Saints slipped to finish fourth, 
one place ahead of Bournemouth. 
Saints: Christie, Wilkins, Traynor, Parker, Elliott, 


McLaughlin, Dowsett, Reeves, Shields, Mul¬ 
grew, Walker. 

1957/58 

Bournemouth certainly had 
a point to prove when they wel¬ 
comed Saints to Dean Court on 
February 18. 

The previous October they 
had been humiliated 7-0 at The 
Dell with Saints netting through 
Brian Clifton (2), Johnny Walker 
(2), John Hoskins (2) and Derek 
Reeves. 


And get their revenge they did. 
Cherries winning 5-2 and expos¬ 
ing Saints’ defensive weaknesses 
that were to cost the club any 
chance of promotion. 

Reg Cutler and Brian Bedford 
both netted twice, with Ray Hamp- 
son completing the nap hand. Don 
Roper and Derek Reeves replied. 

Saints ended the season with 
a staggering 112 goals - the most 
they have ever scored in a single 
season and 22 more than anybody 
else in the division. However, due 




Simon Francis and Graziano Pelle challenge in 
Saints' 2-0 loss in Dorset last March. 
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the south coast 



Steve Cook, main picture, celebrates his goal against Saints last season. 
Above - Benik Afobe, hidden, heads over Fraser Forster in the same game. 
Below - Steve Cook and Charlie Austin go up for a header. 


to conceding 72 goals, they fin¬ 
ished sixth - three places above 
Bournemouth. 

Saints: Christie, Page, Hillier, Wilkins, Elliott, 
Logan, Sydenham, Reeves, Paine, Roper, Mul- 
grew. 

1958/59 

In the first ever Third Division 
encounter between the two south 
coast rivals, Saints lost 2-1 at 
Dean Court in October 1958. Mike 
Burgess scored both home goals, 
with John Hoskins replying. 


Saints finished a dismal 14th - 
three places below Bournemouth. 
They have never finished below 
the Cherries since. 

Saints: Christie, Davies, Traynor, Parker, Birch, 
McLaughlin, Hoskins, Livesey, Reeves, Paine, 
Mulgrew. 

1959/60 

Saints were top of the Third 
Division and heading for the ti¬ 
tle when they travelled to Dean 
Court with four games of the sea¬ 
son remaining. 


Bournemouth, though, had only 
lost twice at home in the league 
all season and were determined 
not to roll over and die. 

The hosts took the lead through 
Ray Bumstead, but it only lasted 
six minutes before Brian Clifton 
headed a leveller. 

John Page put Saints ahead 
from the penalty spot just before 
the hour mark. And the same 
player completed victory, again 
from 12 yards, as Ted Bates’ men 
took another huge step towards 


promotion back to the second tier 
for the first time since 1953. 

Saints: Reynolds, Page, Davies, Traynor, 
Clifton, Conner, Huxford, Sydenham, Reeves, 
Paine,O'Brien. 

1987/88 

Twenty seven years later, rival¬ 
ries were restored at Dean Court 
as the two clubs met in a two-leg¬ 
ged League Cup second round tie. 

On August 22, Richard Cooke 
struck the only goal as Harry 
Redknapp’s Cherries - newly pro¬ 
moted into the Second Division - 
defeated Chris Nicholl’s top flight 
visitors. 

Saints: Flowers, Forrest, Moore, Bond, Statham, 
Case, Cockerill, Townsend, Clarke, Hobson, Wal¬ 
lace. 

Saints crashed out of the competition when 
they could only manage a 2-2 home draw in 
the second leg. 

2010/11 

For the first time since 1960, 
Saints travelled to Dean Court for 
a third tier fixture. 

And, as they headed into the 
game on March 12, Nigel Adkins’ 
visitors were chasing Cherries. 

The hosts, in their first season 
back in League 1 after promotion, 
were lying second - three points 
ahead of Saints, who had two 
games in hand and a better goal 
difference. 

And it was Saints who jumped 
above Cherries with a 3-1 success, 
but only after the hosts had taken 
a sixth minute lead through Lauri 
Dalla Valle. 

Lee Barnard levelled five min¬ 
utes later and Saints then had to 
wait until the 71st minute to take 
the lead through skipper Dean 
Hammond. 

Rickie Lambert lashed in a free 
kick two minutes from time be¬ 
fore sub Oscar Gobern was sent 
off. 

It was only Bournemouth’s 
third home league loss in 19 
games in 2010/11, and the finished 
sixth - while Saints went up auto¬ 
matically 

Saints: Davis, Jaidi, Harding (Seaborne, 66), 
Butterfield, Fonte, Hammond, Chaplow (Rich¬ 
ardson, 88), Lallana, Oxlade-Chamberlain, Lam¬ 
bert, L Barnard (O Gobern, 78) 

2015/16 

Having lost 2-0 at St Mary’s the 
previous November, Cherries 
gained revenge with a copycat 
victory over Ronald Koeman’s 
Saints. 

It was the hosts’ first league win 
against Saints since October 1958. 

They took the lead when Steve 
Cook reacted the fastest after 
Fraser Forster parried a free kick. 

Then club record signing Benik 
Afobe then headed in from a free 
kick. 

Saints: Forster, Soares, Fonte, Van Dijk, Yoshi- 
da, Bertrand, Mane, Ward-Prowse, Romeu, 
Austin, Long. 


from facing page 

That was after he admitted 
causing the deaths of Arron 
Peak, 10, and his brother 
Ben, eight, by dangerous 
driving. A court heard that 
McCormick had spent much 
of the night partying and 
was twice the drink-drive 
limit when he smashed 
into a car carrying the 
youngsters on a motorway in 
Staffordshire. 

Lee Hughes 

The Coventry City and 
West Bromwich Albion 
striker was jailed for six 
years in August 2004 for 
ploughing his £100,000 
Mercedes sports car into 
another vehicle, killing a 
father-of-four. He was driving 
home from a post-match 
drinking session when the 
crash happened and fled the 
scene on the outskirts of 
Coventry on foot to avoid a 
breath test. 

Ray Wilkins 

The former England, 
Chelsea and Manchester 
United midfielder was 
banned from driving for four 
years in July after admitting 
drink-driving near Heathrow 



George Best 


Airport. 

George Best 

The Manchester United 
and Northern Ireland 
legend, who died in 2005, was 
convicted of drink-driving 
and assaulting a policeman 
in 1984. He was jailed for 12 
weeks and spent Christmas 
in Pentonville Prison in 
north London. 

Gary Charles 

The one-time England 
international was 
imprisoned twice, once for 
drink-driving and again for 
cutting off his electronic tag 
to go on holiday to the Costa 
del Sol. 

Terry Fenwick 

The former England 
defender, who went on to 
manage Pompey, was given a 
four-month sentence in 1991 
for drink-driving. 
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K2 CARRIAGES LTD 

Units 8 & 9, _ 

Fleming Close, 

Segensworth East, 

Fareham, P015 5SB 
01489 787187 

K2 HAMMERTOIM 
GARAGE 

Marls Road, Botley, S030 2EY 
01489 785551 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
FROM TITCHFIELD, PARK GATE, 

SEGENSWORTH, LOCKSHEATH, 

WHITELEY, HEDGE END & BOTLEY 

WWW.K2CARRIAGES.CO.uk 



vauxtech 


■THE INDEPENDENT VAUXHALL & SAAB SPECIALIST! 



' Servicing & repairs 
* Air conditioning 


\y * • Brakes & Clutches 


1 Diagnostic 

• Tyres & Parts 

• M.O.T Arranged 
All Makes & Model 


(023) 8086 9496 

Unit 5, Rushington Business Park, 
Chapel Lane, Totton, SO40 9LA 


SJP INDEPENDENT GARAGE aa 
SPECIALIST LTD ^ 


PROVIDING GARAGE 
SERVICING REPAIRS & MOT’S 
FOR PETROL AND DIESEL CARS 
PLUS LIGHT COMMERCIALS 
Attentive service Renault specialist 
Free collection & delivery from 
Home or Work 

* Free Retests 
All makes welcome and 
courtesy vehicle available 
*Terms and condition apply 

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 


Air Conditioning 
Service Now Available 


Tyres and Computerised 
4-Whe el Alignme nt 



'make your Jt 
“dreams come % 

TRUE THIS 
CHRISTMAS 

BRINGING PEOPLE 
TOGETHER' 

Just Hampshire 
Introductions 

A Personal, Caring and Confidential service 
for people of all ages from 20yrs to 95yrs 
Gold, Silver or Bronze Memberships. Choose 
your partner from photo-profiles in the 
comfort of your own home. No computerised 
matching or listings. One to one, 

Social events and more. 


Call Tasha today on 

133-145 BOTLEY ROAD, NORTH BADDESLEY, I 07947 538141 mM 

J SOUTHAMPTON S052 9 EBU@ ■ Qr visit Qur we bsite 

023 8073 3944 1 www.justintroductionsgroup.co.uk 

OPEN: 8.30 - 5.30 MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00 - 13.00 SATURDAY I Now in Dorset, Wiltshire and Somerset too. 


GREATBRIDGE 
MOTOR SERVICES Ltd 
Est 30 Years. 


I MOT 


\ 


Servicing 


© 

Tyres Air-Conditioning 

1 1 Diagnostics Exhausts 

Courtesy cars available. 

Local collect and delivery service. 

.and much more ! 


Opening Hours Over Festive Period 

Closed 2pm on Fri 23th Dec and 
re-open on Wed 28th Dec 
Closed Sat 31 st Dec and 
_ re-open on Tue 03rd Jan _ 


70 Greatbridge Road, Romsey, 
S051 8FG And Unit 4A Frobisher 
Ind Estate, Budds Lane S051 OEZ 

Tel. 01794 516398 


BURRIDGE bodyshop| 

1% 4sC 

s v CELEBRATING Sjf? 

MERRY CHRISTMAS ft 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 


CAN WE PAY YOUR EXCESS?* 

*PLEASE CALL US TO FIND OUT 
SPECIALISTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF CAR PAINT & 
BODY REPAIRS 
WE CAN HELP YOU! 

OUR FRIENDLY STAFF CAN HELP YOU WITH YOUR 
INSURANCE CLAIM OR JUST GIVE YOU ADVICE IF YOU 
NEED IT. INSURANCE APPROVED ACCIDENT REPAIRS 
EXPERT ACCIDENT ASSISTANCE SERVICE 

• 20 year established • Approved repairers 


family business 

• Excellent reputation 

• Crash & 
cosmetic repairs 

• All makes & models 
of car prestige & 
commercial vehicle 

• Manufacturer 
Approved 

• Liaison with all 
insurance companies 


for LV, Direct Line 
Group & Aviva 
Insurance 

• Free courtesy cars 

• Free local collection 
and delivery 

• Chassis Realignment 

• Air Conditioning 

• Wheel Alignment 

• Perfect colour 
matching 


Park Gate Business Centre, 

116 Botley Road, Park Gate S031 1BA 

01489 889090 * 


Email: burridgebodyshop@btconnect.cc 
www.burridgebodyshop.co.uk 


'H 



| Premier Car Care 
• MOT • Service • Repairs • Diagnostics 
• Lazer Wheel Alignment • 

We are pleased to announce that we 
are the only garage in the Romsey 
area who can offer the award 
winning EDT Automotive Engine 
Decontamination Treatment. 

Clean right to the heart of your car. 

Units 11 & 12 Wynford Industrial Park 
Belbins, S051 OPW, Tel: 01794 367852 
Free collection & delivery or Courtesy car 


r*j PolarPlastics 

PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 5 
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• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 
Glass units • Window repairs 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 


ILER PRICES 


naaaftMMufflft? vans* 


M f -WJR: 


MON-FRI 8.30am-6.00pm 
SATURDAY 8.30am-1.00pm 1 


30-34 CAMBRIDGE ROAD, 
PORTSWOOD, : 

^ SOUTHAMPTON 
S014GTB 

K°o l Just off V$f 

XS Lodge Road) 



The family nun business for four generations 


SPECIALIST SERVICING & M.O.Ts 
ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED & 
REPAIRED AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

FOR OUR COMPLETE STOCK LIST VISIT: 

www.peternashcars.co.uk 

01489 589898 

To receive a 10% discount on 
your next Service please produce advert, 
or quote code SAM2929 

1 Warsash Road, Warsash, 
Southampton, S031 9HW 
Just 2 miles from jet. 8 or 9 M27 



www.polarplastics.co.uk x 

5 email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk ^ 

10 Holbury Precinct, ^ 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, | FEHBA | 

Southampton ^ 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX3& 

li 


t PRIVATE * 
DEALERSHIP 
WITHOUT MAIN 
DEALER PRICES 


All Types of Doors Supplied 
and Fitted 24/7 Repair Service 


Family Run Business-No 
Call Out Charge 
Free No Obligation 
Quotations 

FOREST GARAGE DOORS 


OlMkaftrade.i 


*Subject to a 
free on-site survey 

www.forestgaragedoors.co.uk 


01425 473446 



Happy 

Christmas 

To all our customers 
past, present 
& future! 

Selling quality used cars 
since 1976 

Finance & Part Exchange 
Available 

FREE 

12 Month Warranty 

www.westparkmotors.com 


48-52 Shirley Road _ 
Southampton SOI5 3EU 
Tel: 023 80638893 



\ C Models 


*♦ 


Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/ 
Scalextic spares centre Radio Control 
Range Now Available 



Vouchers 

Available 


7/9 High Street, 
Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodeIseastleigh.co.uk 
www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 
9am - 5pm 
Both shops closed on 
Wednesday & Sunday 


Doves 

Southampton 



VAUXHALL 



MOT 

Call 

02380 371000 



A SEASONAL MESSAGE 
FOR MINI OWNERS. 

Get your MINI ready for its winter adventure and book 
your free winter health check today. 

www.partridgemini.co.uk/winter-check 

Partridge of Hampshire 

Stoneycroft Rise, Chestnut Avenue, Chandlers Ford S053 3YU 
Tel: 02381 630 065 


(MINI) 
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GarMon 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Roofing, Property Refurbishment & Maintenance 
- Commercial • Industrial • Domestic - 


All aspects of Roofing 
& 

specialists in Flat Roofing 




• Repairs & 
Maintenance for 
Homes & Gardens 

• Fascias 

• Soffits 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

Garry 07909 698717 
Office: 023 8055 7146 


sales@garmon.co.uk 

www.garmon.co.uk 

D GarmonBuildingServices 


Home Choose Carpets 

w 



ix 

Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 
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TRAINING APPRENTICES 

FOR 47 YEARS! 

Wealth of well known employers 
who take- on apprentices every year; 
why not apply to he one of them? 

The SETA team look 
forward to welcoming 
you to one of our 
Open Evenings 

From 4.30 pm - 7.30 pm 

Monday 

7th November 2016 
Thursday 

23rd February 2017 


GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS 


LOADS OF GIFT IDEAS FOR 
THE DRUMMER IN YOUR LIFE! 

PERSONALISED GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE ONLINE OR INSTORE. 

WWW.GRAHAMRUSSELLDRUMS.COM 


UNIT 5 AXIS PARK 
NEWGATE LANE 
FAREHAM 
PO14 1FD 

01329 834Q12 

INhOiaGRAHAMftUSSELLDftUMS.COM 




ENTERPRISE 

ROOFING 

LTD 

We are approved contractors to University 
of Southampton and PFP. 



SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE UPVC FASCIAS AND GUTTERING WITH THE FIRST 10 RE-ROOF 

ORDERS ACCEPTED 

Subject to T&C’s 


WE SPECIALISE IN RE-ROOFING DOMESTIC PROPERTIES CHIMNEY 
RE-BUILDS AND CAVITY LEAD TRAYS INSTALLED 
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Swinburn's 
famous five 

Following the death of 
Walter Swinburn, aged 55, 
the Sports Pink looks at five 
of the best horses he rode: 

SHERGAR 

Shergar first, the rest 
nowhere. That was the 1981 
Derby, with the Sir Michael 
Stoute-trained colt bolting 
up by 10 lengths - the Derby’s 
widest ever winning margin. 
Nineteen-year-old Swinburn 
was going so well that he 
was standing up in his irons 
rounding Tattenham Corner 
with the rest of what was a 
sub-standard field struggling 
in his wake. 

ZILZAL 

History will show there has 
not been many better milers 
than Zilzal. Stoute’s star 
bagged Group One success 
for Swinburn in the Sussex 
Stakes at Glorious Goodwood 
and the Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes at Ascot. 

PILSUDSKI 


Another great Stoute- 
Swinburn partnership came 
with the Lord Weinstock- 



Walter Swinburn. 


owned Pilsudski, who was 
a four-year-old in 1996 when 
he landed the Royal Whip 
at the Curragh before the 
Grosser Preis von Baden and 
the Breeders’ Cup Turf, when 
he led home a one-two for 
Stoute ahead of stablemate 
Singspiel. 

LAMMTARRA 

Trained by Saeed bin 
Suroor, Lammtarra only 
raced four times - finishing 
unbeaten - and after winning 
on his debut at Newbury, 
Swinburn was again in the 
saddle for his second start - 
the 1995 Derby. 

SAYYEDATI 

Clive Brittain’s magnificent 
filly remains one of the 
best of her sex we have ever 
seen. Swinburn won the 
1992 Cheveley Park Stakes 
on her as a two-year-old 
and followed up the next 
year in the 1000 Guineas, 
before beating the colts in 
the Jacques le Marois at 
Deauville. 
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Top dog roles 

By Simon 

Carter Jg' 



HE has a managerial track record 
of saving clubs from relegation. 

More recently, he has twice won 
divisional titles. 

And it is Martin Allen’s latter 
achievements which no doubt ap¬ 
pealed more to Eastleigh owner 
Stewart Donald when he was 
quickly appointed as Ronnie 
Moore’s successor earlier this 
month. 

Allen began his managerial ca¬ 
reer at Barnet in March 2003, so 
Donald has employed a boss with 
a lot of experience (though not as 
much as Moore, whose own man¬ 
agerial career had begun in 1996). 

Prior to becoming a manager, 
Allen had been Alan Pardew’s as¬ 
sistant at Reading - Allen’s home¬ 
town club. 

But he was surprisingly sacked 
in November 2001, on Pardew’s 
recommendation, with the man¬ 
ager under pressure after a bad 
start to the League 2 season. 

With Allen and Pardew togeth¬ 
er, the Royals had lost six league 
games by the middle of October. 

After Allen left, they only lost 
three more all season and won au¬ 
tomatic promotion as runners-up. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
Allen’s managerial career. 

2002/03 

Allen was appointed Barnet 
manager in late March 2003, with 
just four games of the Conference 
Premier season remaining. 

He had previously been assis¬ 
tant since March 2002 to Peter 
Shreeves, who resigned with the 
Bees 10th in the league and 15 
points adrift of the play-offs. 

Shreeves had brought Allen to 
Underhill, the pair having previ¬ 
ously worked together at QPR in 
the 80s where Allen was a player 
and Shreeves a coach. 

Allen drew three and lost one 
of his four games, as Barnet fin¬ 
ished 11th in what was their sec¬ 
ond season back in the top tier 
of non league football - 19 points 
adrift of the play-offs. 

2003/04 

Allen made a raft of close sea¬ 
son signings, including Farn- 
borough’s Tony Taggart - later 
to play for Eastleigh - Brentford 
veteran striker Peter Beadle and 
Bristol Rovers forward Giuliano 
Grazioli. 

The latter was a sensation, blitz¬ 
ing 24 goals in 37 appearances as 
Barnet started well. After ham¬ 
mering Forest Green in late No¬ 


vember, they were up to second 
place. 

No-one else was scoring that 
regularly, though, with former 
Eastleigh favourite Ben Strevens 
second top marksman with nine. 

The Bees were fourth when Al¬ 
len resigned at the end of March 
- after almost a year in charge - 
to take up the vacant manager’s 
position at two divisions higher 
Brentford. 


Allen therefore swapped one 
London club with the nickname 
of ‘The Bees’ for another. 

Brentford were second bottom 
of League 1 with nine games re¬ 
maining - having just sacked Wal¬ 
ly Downes - when Allen arrived 
for his first ever Football League 
management role. 

He made an instant impact, his 
new employers racing into a 3-0 
lead inside half an hour of his 


first game - a 3-2 home win over 
Rushden. 

Four more victories from his 
last eight games ensured Brent¬ 
ford finished four places and 
three points ahead of the relega¬ 
tion zone. 

On the final day, the Bees defeat¬ 
ed Bournemouth 1-0 with a late 
goal from sub Alex Rhodes. 

Following his experiences at 
Barnet, Allen was beginning to 



Martin Allen is unveiled 
as Eastleigh's new 
manager earlier this 
month. 
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of 'Mad Dog' 



show he was the man to turn 
around a club’s fortunes ... 

2004/05 

Former England winter John 
Salako was one of Allen’s sum¬ 
mer signings at Griffin Park, as 
was Portsmouth striker Deon 
Burton. 

The Jamaican international 
was later to have a short spell at 


Eastleigh under Richard Hill in 
2014/15. 

Allen showed he wasn’t afraid 
to dive into the non league mar¬ 
ket, bringing in Margate defender 
Sam Sodje. 

Striker Isaiah Rankin, who had 
cost Barnsley £350,000 from Arse¬ 
nal, arrived on a free after being 
released by the Tykes. 

After the season had started, Al¬ 
len signed current Salisbury boss 


Steve Claridge (who was only to 
play four League 1 matches). 

Up to second by the start of 
October, Brentford were sev¬ 
enth when they stepped out at St 
Mary’s for an FA Cup fifth round 
tie in February 2005. 

With Saints struggling in the 
Premier League, this was a clas¬ 
sic banana skin tie for Harry Red- 
knapp’s men. 

But the hosts stormed into an 


early 2-0 lead through two goals 
from Celtic loanee Henri Camara. 

The third tier underdogs re¬ 
fused to lie down and die, though. 

Rankin reduced the arrears just 
before half-time and Sodje lev¬ 
elled on 58 minutes. 

The quarter final draw pro¬ 
duced a glamour tie for the win¬ 
ners of the replay - home to Man¬ 
chester United. 

Two goals from Peter Crouch 
helped Saints win 3-1 at Griffin 
Park, however, to dash Allen’s cup 
dream. 

Two wins in their last two 
league games lifted Brentford to a 
final fourth place - not bad consid¬ 
ering they had only just stayed up 
12 months earlier. 

Drawn against Sheffield 
Wednesday in the play off semi 
finals, the Bees lost 1-0 at Hills¬ 
borough and 2-1 at home in the 
second leg - current Eastleigh 
academy coach Lee Peacock 
among the Owls marksmen. 

2005/06 

Allen dipped into the non league 
scene again to sign Yeading strik¬ 
er DJ Campbell for just £5,000. 

After 12 goals in 28 league 
and cup appearances, Campbell 
moved onto Birmingham City for 
£500,000 the following January. 

A year later, and he would join 
Leicester City for £1.6m. 

Campbell’s star rose immensely 
when he scored twice as the Bees 
dumped Premier League smug¬ 
glers Sunderland out of the FA 
Cup just a few days prior to his 
departure. 

With Lloyd Owusu top league 
scorer with 12 goals, Brent¬ 
ford improved to finish third in 
League 1. 

They were actually second - in 
an automatic promotion place - 
with four games to go. 

In the end, they only won one 
of their last seven matches - the 
other six were all drawn - and fin¬ 
ished three points behind second 
placed Colchester. 

Brentford then suffered play off 
semi final agony for the second 
year running, losing over two 
legs to a Swansea side that had 
finished five points behind them 
in the regular league season. 

Allen quit as boss in May 2006 
after cuts to his playing budget 
for the following season. 

There was speculation linking 
him with Tranmere Rovers prior 
to being appoint MK Dons boss. 

2006/07 

The Dons had just been rele¬ 
gated to League 2 when Allen re¬ 
placed the sacked Danny Wilson 
in charge. 

Continued on page 22 


Hartley's 
rap sheet 

Dylan Hartley’s six-week ban 
for striking Sean O’Brien is 
the latest misdemeanour to 
have tarnished his appalling 
disciplinary record. Here, 
the Sports Pink details the 
England captain’s offences, 
which have now seen him 
suspended for a total of 60 
weeks. 

April 2007 

banned for 26 weeks 
after being cited for eye¬ 
gouging Wasps forwards 
James Haskell and Johnny 
O’Connor. 

March 2012 

received an eight-week 
suspension after being 
cited for biting the finger of 
Ireland back row Stephen 
Ferris while playing for 
England in a Six Nations 
game. 

December 2012 

banned for two weeks after 
being cited for punching Ul¬ 
ster hooker Rory Best during 
a Heineken Cup match. 

May 2013 



Dylan Hartley. 


sent off for verbally 
abusing referee Wayne 
Barnes during the 
Premiership final against 
Leicester at Twickenham. 
Received an 11-week 
suspension that prevented 
him from taking his place on 
the British and Irish Lions 
tour to Australia. 

December 2014 

sent off for elbowing 
Leicester centre Matt Smith 
in the face. Banned for three 
weeks. 

May 2015 

banned for four weeks after 
head-butting Saracens’ Jamie 
George in Northampton’s 29- 
24 Aviva Premiership semi¬ 
final defeat to Saracens. As a 
direct consequence, England 
ruled Hartley out of their 
World Cup plans. 

December 2016 

sent off for striking 
Leinster’s Sean O’Brien with 
a swinging arm. Suspended 
for six weeks. 






22 Saturday, December 17, 2016 


SPORTS PINK 


Blues closing 
in on record 

Chelsea have won ten 
Premier League games in 
succession, only two short 
of their record run in the 
competition. 

They remain five away 
from Arsenal’s all-time 
record of 14 but, with Crystal 
Palace, Bournemouth and 
Stoke on the fixture list 
before the end of 2016, 
Antonio Conte’s side may 
harbour hopes of beginning 
the new year with history at 
stake against Tottenham. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at the Premier League’s 
longest winning runs. 

14 WINS 

ARSENAL, February- 
August 2002 

Arsene Wenger’s side 
finished their 2001-02 
title-winning campaign 
with 13 wins and then beat 
Birmingham 2-0 in the 
opening game of the next, 
before a 2-2 draw with West 
Ham ended the run. It is the 
longest ever winning run 
in the English top flight, 
equalled in the second 
division by Manchester 



Antonio Conte 


United in 1904-05, Bristol 
City the following season and 
Preston in 1950-51. 

12 WINS 

MANCHESTER UNITED, 
March-August 2000 

United won the 1999-2000 
title by a thumping 18-point 
margin, rounding it off with 
11 straight wins and scoring 
37 goals - the run included 
4-0 wins over Bradford and 
Sunderland, a 4-3 success 
at Middlesbrough and a 
7-1 dismissal of West Ham 
featuring a Paul Scholes 
hat-trick. They opened the 
following season with a 2-0 
win over Newcastle before 
drawing 1-1 against Ipswich. 

11 WINS 

CHELSEA, April- 
September 2009 

Guus Hiddink’s first 
spell as the Blues’ interim 
manager ended - in league 
terms at least - with 
successive wins over West 
Ham, Fulham, Arsenal, 
Blackburn and Sunderland. 

Continued on facing page 
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Allen's proven 


By Simon 

Carter 



from page 21 

Yet again, Allen showed he 
could inject fresh life into a club 
by guiding the Dons to the play¬ 
offs in his first - and only - season 
in charge. 

With Izale McLeod hitting 21 
league goals and Clive Platt 18, 
the Dons were in with a chance 
of automatic promotion until the 
very last day - eventually finish¬ 
ing fourth, just a point behind 
third placed (and automatically 
promoted) Swindon. 

Allen suffered play-off semi fi¬ 
nal woe for a third year running 
when the Dons lost to Shrews¬ 
bury over two legs. 

He left to take over at Champi¬ 
onship club Leicester in May 2007, 
but had laid good foundations at 
MK Dons - the club winning auto¬ 
matic promotion 12 months later 
under Paul Ince. 

2007/08 

Allen’s time at Leicester under 
then Foxes chairman Milan Man- 
daric was brief. 

He signed a three-year deal in 
May, but his relationship with 
Mandaric quickly deteriorated 
and he left by mutual consent af¬ 
ter just four matches of the new 
season. 

After joining Leicester, Allen 
said: “I’m honoured and privi¬ 
leged to take on the challenge of 
getting this team to win and to 
see us fulfil the ambitions of the 
chairman and fans. 

“Having enjoyed some good 
times in the Conference, League 
One and League Two I feel ready 
to make the next step. 

“I can see the stadium being 
sold out on a regular basis to fans 
who can enjoy supporting a team 
with passion and players who are 
proud to wear the shirt.” 

Mandaric said after the split: 
“Given our respective visions for 
the club, it was decided that it 
would be in everybody’s best in¬ 
terests if we parted company.” 

The previous week, Allen had 
insisted speculation about his fu¬ 
ture was “rubbish”. 

But a statement on the Leicester 
website openly admitted that “dif¬ 
ferences between both parties re¬ 
garding the direction of the club 
have led to a breakdown in the 
relationship.” 

2008/09 

Allen’s next managerial role 
was at League 1 Cheltenham 
Town in September 2008. 

His father, Dennis, had pre¬ 
viously been manager of the 



Gloucestershire club, then a non 
league outfit, between 1974-1979. 

Allen arrived after Cheltenham 
had made a bad start to the new 
season, losing five of their first 
six league games - and conceding 
four goals in four of those losses. 

This time Allen was unable to 
sprinkle any managerial fairy- 
dust, and Cheltenham remained 
deep in a relegation battle - los¬ 


ing six in a row not long after his 
departure and seven on the trot 
early in 2009. 

While his former club Leicester 
were romping to the League 1 ti¬ 
tle, Cheltenham finished second 
bottom and were relegated. 

2009/10 

After just two wins in their 


first 13 League 2 games, Allen 
was suspended by Cheltenham in 
October 2009 and placed on gar¬ 
dening leave pending an internal 
investigation into off-the-field al¬ 
legations that he racially abused 
a nightclub bouncer. Gloucester¬ 
shire Police eventually confirmed 
no action would be taken in con¬ 
nection with the incident. 

Cheltenham commenced a de- 
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Prem League 
winning runs 


track record 



tailed internal investigation into 
the claims and absolved Allen 
from any wrongdoing. Despite 
that, in December 2009, the club 
revealed Allen had been released 
from his contract. 

Allen said at the time: “Natu¬ 
rally I am very pleased with the 
outcome in terms of being found 
innocent of the charges but it is 
unfortunate that it has not been 


possible for me to remain at the 
club as manager. 

“I would like to thank Chelten¬ 
ham for giving me a fair hearing 
and the League Managers’ Asso¬ 
ciation [LMA] for all of their sup¬ 
port. 

“I wish to reiterate that these 
allegations were untrue, deeply 
hurtful and upsetting to me. What 
I want now is to put this unfor¬ 


tunate incident behind me and 
concentrate all my efforts on pur¬ 
suing my career in professional 
football management with my 
reputation intact and my head 
held high.” 

2010/11 

After a spell with former club 
QPR as a scout, Allen returned 


to Barnet for a second time in 
March 2011. 

Working on a non contract ba¬ 
sis, he was appointed for the last 
eight games of the League 2 sea¬ 
son. 

As it turned out, he only took 
charge of three of them before 
leaving to take charge of League 
1 strugglers Notts County. 

Notts County have appointed 
Martin Allen as their new manag¬ 
er on a one-year rolling contract. 

Allen became Notts’ eighth man¬ 
ager in 18 months, with Magpies 
chairman Ray Trew admitting: 
“Martin knows what it means to 
be successful at this level and has 
been brought in with both short¬ 
term and long-term aims.” 

The first aim was to keep Notts 
in the third tier, the club having 
just slipped into the relegation 
zone after losing seven games in 
a row. 

Allen lost his first two matches, 
but won two of his last five to 
keep the Magpies up - the club fin¬ 
ishing two places and three points 
above the drop zone. 

2011/12 

Allen made a good start to the 
new season, winning the League 1 
manager of the month award for 
September. 

The Magpies won four of their 
five league games that month, 
with striker Lee Hughes scoring 
in all of them. 

But such form was not main¬ 
tained, and Notts lost four in a 
row in December. 

The new year didn’t bring much 
better fortunes and Allen was 
sacked for the first time in his ca¬ 
reer after a 3-0 loss at Hartlepool 
in February 2012. 

* 

Two months later Allen was 
back at Barnet for a third time. 

He took over from Lawrie 
Sanchez with just three games 
left of the League 2 season and 
Barnet just three points ahead of 
the drop zone. 

They were in even more danger 
after losing 3-0 at Southend, but 
then beat AFC Wimbledon 4-0 and 
Burton Albion 2-1 away to stay up 
by just two points - Hereford Unit¬ 
ed going down instead of them. 

Mark Hughes, once of East¬ 
leigh, scored the winner at Bur¬ 
ton that kept the Bees up - in a 
game where Burton missed a pen¬ 
alty when the score was 1-1. 

After the season ended, Allen 
left Underhill for a third time. 

2012/13 

Arriving at League 2 club Gill¬ 
ingham in the summer of 2012, 
Allen did what a lot of managers 
are prone to do. 

He went out and brought in play¬ 
ers he had worked with before. 

Continued on page 24 
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Carlo Ancelotti then 
opened up with six straight 
wins to establish the club 
record Conte’s men are 
threatening, before the run 
was surprisingly ended by 
Wigan with the help of a Petr 
Cech dismissal and goals 
from Titus Bramble and Paul 
Scharner. 

Regardless, Chelsea went 
on to win the league and FA 
Cup double. 

MANCHESTER UNITED, 
December 2008-March 2009 

Following United’s return 
from the Club World Cup 
and against the backdrop of 
the famous press conference 
at which Rafael Benitez, 
then manager of title rivals 
Liverpool, read out his list of 
“facts”, the Red Devils won 
11 in a row. 

Liverpool themselves 
ended the run by winning 4-1 
at Old Trafford but Sir Alex 
Ferguson’s men finished four 
points ahead of their rivals 



Sir Alex Ferguson 


to claim a third straight title. 

LIVERPOOL, February- 
April 2014 

Liverpool’s title challenge 
was powered by the club’s 
longest winning run in the 
Premier League, which itself 
brought 38 goals for a free- 
flowing side fronted by Luis 
Suarez. 

It was memorably ended by 
defeat to Chelsea after Steven 
Gerrard’s unfortunate slip 
before, having been 3-0 up 
with 11 minutes to play, they 
capitulated to draw with 
Crystal Palace. 

MANCHESTER CITY, 
April-September 2015 

City finished as Premier 
League runners-up to 
Chelsea despite winning 
their final six games of the 
2014-15 campaign. 

They opened last season 
with five more, before West 
Ham put a stop to their 
run, and failed to challenge 
surprise champions 
Leicester. 
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from page 23 

Charlie Allen and (Allen’s 
ex-Brenttford) goalkeeper 
Stuart Nelson arrived from 
Notts County, Deon Burton 
returned to England from 
Gabala and Ben Strevens was 
recruited from Wycombe. 

In addition, Allen made 
striker Danny Kedwell his 
captain. 

Kedwell responded with 
14 goals and Burton netted 
12 times as the Kent club 
stormed to the fourth tier 
title - providing Allen with 
the first promotion of his 
managerial career. 

Nelson played in all but one 
of the Gills’ 46 league games. 

The one he sat out - through 
suspension - saw Saints 
loanee Tommy Forecast get a 
rare competitive appearance. 

Forecast was the keeper 
(in)famously brought to St 
Mary’s in the summer of 
2008 by chairman Rupert 
Lowe and given a five-year 
contract. 

In his entire time at Saints, 
he didn’t make a single first 
team appearance prior to 
being released. 



4 Dec 2016 - Photo Stuart 


2013/14 

Allen prepared for the 
new League 1 season by 
bringing in striker Adebayo 
Akinfenwa on a free from 
Northampton. 

But the Gills started 
badly, failing to win any 
of their opening 10 league 
and cup matches. Though 
late September brought two 
league victories, Allen was 
sacked the following month. 

* 

In March 2014, Allen was 
back in management. 

Remarkably, for a fourth 
time, it was at Barnet. 

He returned with eight 
games of the Conference 
National season remaining 
(Barnet having been 
relegated the year after Allen 
had saved them with a last- 
day win at Burton). 

They were one point off 
the play-offs in eighth when 
he returned, and they ended 
ninth and seven points off 
the top five. 

Continued on facing page 
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'Mad Dog' out 

Simon L J| 

Walter _2 

AN FA Cup tie at the club where 
Martin Allen made his manage¬ 
rial name could not be a more 
fitting way for Eastleigh’s new 
boss to begin a year that promises 
much for the Spitfires. 

The FA Cup replay victory at 
FC Halifax Town on Tuesday 
night means Allen will be back 
at Brentford for a poignant third- 
round tie on January 7. 

It will be his first game at Grif¬ 
fin Park since resigning due to 
what he perceived as a lack of 
ambition in the summer of 2006. 

Allen has pitted his wits against 
a couple of his Brentford succes¬ 
sors since. 

In April 2011, he came up against 
Brentford for the first time in one 
of his first games as Notts County 
manager, a 1-1 draw against Nicky 
Forster’s side at Meadow Lane. 

And in August 2013, after win¬ 
ning promotion to League One as 
League Two champions, his Gill¬ 
ingham side drew 1-1 at home to 
Mark Warburton’s Brentford. 

But he had been sacked by the 
Gills before the return game at 
Griffin Park the following Janu¬ 
ary. 

So it will be an emotional re¬ 
turn to west London for Allen in 
three weeks’ time and one he was 
reluctant to discuss after East¬ 
leigh’s place in the third round 
was confirmed. 

“I won’t discuss that, tonight’s 
all about the players and the sup¬ 
porters who made a long trip up 
here,” he said after Eastleigh won 
their second-round replay 2-0 at 
FC Halifax Town. 

“What happened to me there is 
in my history and that’s for me 
and my family. They know who 
I’m talking about. 

“That will be special one day but 
that’s for another day. I won’t get 
sidetracked by that, my thoughts 
and feelings will stay private. 

“It’s special to my family but 
that’s where it will stay.” 

Allen was given his ‘Mad Dog’ 
moniker during a playing career 
that began at Queens Park Rang¬ 
ers in the mid-Eighties, but it was 
equally apposite for some of his 
methods five miles down the road 
at Griffin Park 20 years later. 

He made headlines for his ‘wild 
swimming’ as Brentford reached 
the FA Cup fifth round in succes¬ 
sive seasons. 

Famously, he swam in the Tees 
before a fourth-round replay vic¬ 
tory over Hartlepool and then 
jumped naked into the Solent on 
the day his side came back from 
2-0 down to draw 2-2 with Saints 
at St Mary’s. 

Isaiah Rankin and Sam Sodje 
cancelled out Henri Camara’s 
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Eastleigh players cefgbrate their first goal 
in the FA Cup replay against FC Halifax at 
The MBI Shay Stadium — 


brace before Peter Crouch struck 
in each half as Saints came from 
a goal down to win the fifth-round 
replay 3-1. 

Arguably Allen’s best FA Cup 
result as Brentford boss was the 
2-1 fourth-round win against 


Sunderland the following season, 
when DJ Campbell put two goals 
past Kelvin Davis for the League 
One side (Davis would sign for 
Saints for £lm the following sea¬ 
son). 

But it all started to go wrong for 


Allen on transfer deadline day 
just a few days later, when Camp¬ 
bell was sold to Birmingham City 
for £500,000. 

He still guided what he de¬ 
scribed as a ‘two bob team’ to the 
League One play-offs for the sec- 
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to sting Bees 



Eastleigh's Mikael Mandron, right, in 
action at The Shay. The striker settled 
the tie with his team's second goal. 
Picture courtesy of Bruce Fitzpatrick 




ond successive season, only to 
lose at the semi-final stage again. 

Those play-off defeats against 
Swansea City and Sheffield 
Wednesday were a bitter pill to 
swallow and he left when the 
board, which was chaired by for¬ 


mer BBC chief and lifelong Bees 
fan Greg Dyke, did not come up 
with a budget he was happy with. 

These days of course Brentford 
are a Championship club and 
their current position of 14th 
makes them the highest-ranked 


opposition Eastleigh have ever 
had. 

Bolton Wanderers’ pedigree 
meant last season’s tie was a 
glamorous occasion, especially as 
it was Eastleigh’s first foray into 
the third round. 


But Brentford will not be under¬ 
estimated. Far from it. They are 
aiming for a third successive top- 
ten finish in the Championship 
and Allen’s return means there 
will be no shortage of FA Cup ro¬ 
mance to add to the mix. 

He has never been as far in the 
FA Cup since his runs to the fifth 
round with Brentford. 

But do not expect a dip in the 
Thames before Eastleigh’s big 
game in London. 

The Crazy Gang spirit he engen¬ 
dered during the noughties was 
to help galvanise a side made up 
largely of shrewd free transfers. 

Allen’s budget at Eastleigh is 
considerably more than he is 
used to and he dipped into it for 
the first time this week, signing 
no fewer than four players he 
knows from one of his previous 
clubs. 

Allen was a busy bee as he 
prepared for his first National 
League game as Eastleigh boss, at 
Southport today. 

Although he made his name 
at Brentford, he is most synony¬ 
mous with Barnet, the club he left 
midway through his fourth spell 
to replace Ronnie Moore. 

So it came as no surprise that 
his first four signings are players 
he knows from his time at Under¬ 
hill 

First he re-signed Ben Strevens, 
a midfielder he knows from the 
first of his four spells at Barnet 
in 2003/04 and from his League 
Two title-winning season at Gill¬ 
ingham ten years later. 

Then he brought in Barnet-born 
defender/midfielder Hakeem 
Odoffin, 18, on loan from Wolver¬ 
hampton Wanderers, before re¬ 
turning to the north London club 
to sign Trinidad & Tobago defend¬ 
er Gavin Hoyte on a free transfer 
and experienced midfielder Sam 
Togwell, 32, for an undisclosed fee 
believed to be around £20,000. 

No club in the top five divisions 
has made as many signings as 
Eastleigh in 2016. 

They now have five former Bar- 
net players in their squad, follow¬ 
ing the club record £60,000 deal to 
bring Bondz N’Gala to the Silver- 
lake Stadium ten days before Al¬ 
len’s arrival. 

“They now how I work,” says 
Allen. 

Not a bad thing as Eastleigh 
begin the real business of trying 
to emulate Barnet’s promotion to 
League Two as National League 
champions two seasons ago. 

But, make no mistake, once the 
double header against Boreham 
Wood is out the way, Allen will 
be desperate to prove a point at 
Brentford. 

It is a now a club whose ambi¬ 
tion is not in doubt but the same 
goes for Eastleigh, who will rel¬ 
ish the opportunity to claim their 
biggest FA Cup scalp yet. 


Title winner 

2014/15 

For the second time in 
three seasons, Allen was a 
title winner. 

They won 28 of their 46 
games and finished a point 
clear of runners-up Bristol 
Rovers (and 10 clear of 
fourth placed Eastleigh). 

One of Allen’s summer 
signings had been John 
Akinde, whose 18 goals had 
helped Alfreton to finish 11th 
in the fifth tier. 

Akinde was a massive 
success, hitting 31 league 
goals - the highest in the 
renamed National League. 
His first, on his home debut, 
was in a 2-0 early season 
success against Bristol 
Rovers - a result that was to 
eventually prove critical. 

Another of Allen’s close 
season signings who proved 
an integral member of his 
title-winning side was centre 
half Bondz N’Gala. 

The former West Ham 
trainee was snapped up from 
Pompey, where he had made 
27 League 2 appearances in 
2013/14. 

Spanish striker Luisma, 
one of the players already 
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at the club when Allen 
returned, was second top 
scorer with 13 goals. 

2015/16 

Akinde ended the season 
with 23 league goals, 
including nine in his last 
eight games as Barnet 
finished 15th (they had been 
in the bottom six in mid- 
December). That was the 
club’s highest league finish 
since 2008. 

N’Gala was again a regular, 
playing in all but four of the 
46 league matches. 

2016/17 

With Akinde still scoring 
regularly, Barnet were just 
outside the League 2 play-offs 
when Allen surprisingly left 
to step back into non league 
football at Eastleigh. 

Barnet won both of Allen’s 
last two games in charge, 
including a great 2-0 victory 
at table-topping Plymouth. 

But they did crash out of 
the FA Cup in the first round, 
losing 3-0 at Shrewsbury. 
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RESULTS 


Winners 


Competition number S49 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 
Thursday 
9am, 

22nd Dec 
2016 
Names of 
winners will be 
published on 
Saturday, 

24h Dec, Satur¬ 
day 31st Dec or 
Sunday 
1st Jan 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
J Gardner Wickham, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


J Biggs 
M Brooke 
D Court 
K Evans 
KFeher 
P Harbut 


Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Botley, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


C Lang 
R Lendon 
W McDonald 
M Matthews 
KMurtagh 
M Petherick 


Chandlers Ford 
Southampton, Hants 
Fair Oak, Hants 
Barkham, Wokingham 
Southampton, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

ftTiOr 
G/WlPXfi 
EOjfCXfi r jf tv 
In cv 

WfflMBALI 

M2lfctl 

nartsi-ijjrci, art all 
tram :rt.:es 

IhfknRrbnrt 
'AvoMp Lubih n 
■ bbtK 


E Hawes Southampton, Hants M Phillips Southampton, Hants 

I Keegan Southampton, Hants J Reid Southampton, Hants 

L Knights Southampton, Hants S Walker Fareham. Hants 

LLake Southampton, Hants S Weakley Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 1 0. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 


F^-ease use bij(Ck'b>ua ink .and captnla 

TIT1 " E □ Mft □ D D M£ 

FIRST NAME_ 

Surname _ 

address 


17th December, 2016 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


I enctose cash/cteque/poslal order Value C's 

l_□ 


G* r-- ■ TH 

Srwrt 1 


B0 

□ CROSSES 

□ 



IS 

n CROSS© 

*2 

200 

□ CROSSES 


c3 


325 

□ CROSS© 
450 

C cross© 

c4 

c5 




PRIZE 




tirerf 'iyrt j-q 

FTB 

NfWlWt* 
M-cuh-, 
Ti?£! L&rS*. 
Sojlhamplon 
SQlftSjX 
.2"e 


nfil ilgjii^l i y f Jim* tv I i 1*44! Tv r 1 ~| 

WON □ TUC □ WED □ IHUBB □ 'HI □ SAT □ yes □ HU 


Hail v I'oho 



















































SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, December 17, 2016 27 



Hants ace Liam makes 
history on Test debut 


LIAM Dawson bagged a piece of 
English cricket history as his un¬ 
beaten half-century underpinned 
the tourists’ revival on the way to 
477 all out on day two of the fifth 
Test against India. 

The Hampshire star (66 not out), 
hit on the helmet by the second 
ball he faced from Ishant Sharma, 
displayed the battling qualities - 
and sound technique - for which 
he was chosen here as a spinning 
all-rounder as he and Adil Rashid 
(60) shared a much-needed eighth- 
wicket stand of 108. 

The number eight was not done 
either until he had overhauled 
Darren Gough’s previous highest 
score of 65 by any England debu¬ 
tant batting below seven. 

He is also believed to be Hamp¬ 
shire’s highest-scoring home¬ 
grown England Test debutant. 

England had been in danger of 
frittering away their advantage 
after they faltered from a start-of- 
play 282 for four to 321 for seven - 
including the wicket of centurion 
Moeen Ali (146) at the MA Chid¬ 
ambaram Stadium. 

But Dawson and Rashid reacted 
admirably to a pressure situation, 
digging in to frustrate the hosts 
before lunch and then gradually 
upping the tempo. 

Dawson’s share brought him a 
121-ball 50, with four fours, com¬ 
pleted soon after Rashid’s dis¬ 
missal - caught behind trying to 
force Umesh Yadav away off the 
back foot one run short of equal¬ 
ling his career-best. 

The Yorkshireman had begun 
cautiously, with just eight runs 
from 55 deliveries at lunch, but 
began to find the gaps off the spin¬ 
ners with his trademark wristy 
flicks and back-cuts to reach his 
141-ball half-century with a cover- 
drive for his seventh boundary. 

Moeen was earlier able to add 
only 26 to his overnight total, and 
Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler mus¬ 
tered just 11 between them. 

England’s eventful morning be¬ 
gan with Stokes’ dismissal in the 
first over, pushing forward with 
his bat well away from his pad 
and edging behind to Ravi Ash- 



England's Liam Dawson bats during the second day of the fifth cricket test match against India 


win. 

Buttler never looked comfort¬ 
able before playing across a 
straight one from Ishant to go lbw. 

Dawson was then given his ear¬ 
ly welcome to Test cricket when 
he ducked into an Ishant bouncer, 
and immediately needed a new 
helmet. 

Ishant and Umesh tested both 
batsmen with the short ball. 

Moeen’s resolve was to hook 


and pull, and Dawson’s to duck 
and weave - and it was the sen¬ 
ior batsman’s policy which back¬ 
fired when he mistimed one into 
the hands of deep midwicket off 
Umesh. 

Moeen had batted for more than 
six hours, since coming in at 21 
for two the previous morning, 
and hit 13 fours and a six from 262 
balls. 

England, however, still needed 


a little more to be sure of halting 
the India juggernaut which has 
already sealed the series with an 
unassailable 3-0 lead going into 
this final Test - and it came in an 
unlikely but sterling partnership. 

Dawson remained unbeaten too, 
after Stuart Broad was sent back 
for a possible third to fine-leg, and 
then Jake Ball, bowled aiming a 
big hit at Amit Mishra. 

In reply, India had reached 60-0 


Gatting to become chairman of MCC's World Cricket Committee 


Sports book review 

Cristiano Ronaldo 
The Biography 
By Guillem Balague 
Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £6.29, saving £3.70 on rrp 

CRISTIANO Ronaldo’s timing 
on the football pitch has always 
been impeccable. As we planned 
to review his latest biography 
this week in anticipation of him 
winning the Ballon D’Or award, it 
appears that his timing away from 
the pitch is pretty decent too after 
he pipped Lionel Messi to collect 
the accolade of the world’s best 
footballer for the fourth time. 

The Portuguese superstar looked 
a safe bet to be crowned the year’s 
outstanding player after winning 
both the Champions League with 
Real Madrid and the European 
Championships with his country; 38 
goals in 42 matches helped too. 

There have been literally hundreds 
of books written about Ronaldo and 
this latest offering by Guillem 
Balague, a “Spanish football expert” 
has received mixed reviews. It’s 
easy to see why. 

Granted, writing the biography of 
a footballer such as Ronaldo, a man 
constantly in the public eye, is a 
particularly difficult assignment 
because so much of his back story 
is already common knowledge. 
Unfortunately, there’s very little here 
in the way of fresh insight or 
revelations; 
moreover, 
there’s far too 
much about 
the author, 
who should 
take a back 
seat more 
frequently 
than he does. 

Balague’s 
tendency to 
muscle in on 
what is 

essentially a story of dedication and 
hard work tends to grate, though 
writing about Ronaldo completing 
another mind-boggling number of 
bench presses or fifty consecutive 
short sprints until the sweat pours 
off him is not exactly compelling 
literature. 

Yet this effort, surely, is perhaps 
the biggest contributory factor in 
Ronaldo staying at the very top for 
so long. 

Yes, he is a supremely talented 
footballer, but to maintain his status 
as the world’s best requires a 
remarkable strength of character as 
well as a steely commitment to 
working harder than any of his 
peers. 

Ronaldo said this week that he 
aims to win more Ballon D’Or 
awards. Few would bet against him 
doing so, ostensibly because he is 
so focused on being the very best; 
at 31, he could walk away and never 
have to work again, but his drive, 
energy and pride ensure he’ll be 
around for many more years yet. 

Hopefully, this will give someone 
the opportunity to delve deeper into 
his psyche, examine his motivation 
and write his definitive biography. 



MIKE Gatting will succeed an¬ 
other former England captain 
in Mike Brearley to become the 
next chairman of the MCC world 
cricket committee. 

The committee, an independ¬ 
ent body comprising current and 
former international players and 
umpires, made headlines recent¬ 
ly when it announced proposals 
on bat sizes and the introduction 


of red card penalties for poor be¬ 
haviour. 

Since Brearley, an inaugural 
member of the committee since 
its inception ten years ago, re¬ 
placed Tony Lewis as chairman 
in 2011, he has also promoted 
playing cricket at the Olympics 
and has overseen the develop¬ 
ment of day-night Tests. 

Brearley, widely regarded as 


one of England’s greatest-ever 
captains, will step down from his 
role next September with Gatting 
replacing him, subject to approv¬ 
al by MCC members at May’s an¬ 
nual general meeting. 

Gatting, who captained Eng¬ 
land from 1986 to 1988, served as 
MCC president during the Lord’s 
Bicentenary year in 2014. 

Current MCC president Mat¬ 


thew Fleming said; “Mike Brear¬ 
ley combines humility, intellect 
and an unrivalled cricket knowl¬ 
edge to great effect, and the club is 
rightly proud of the world cricket 
committee’s achievements under 
his leadership. 

“Mike Gatting will bring a simi¬ 
lar wealth of experience and en¬ 
thusiasm to the role and I look 
forward to working with him.” 


Quiz question 

We’ve teamed up with www. 
sportsbookofthemonth.com and 
have a copy of Ronaldo: The 
Biography to give away. 

To win this prize, visit the www. 
sportsbookofthemonth.com website 
and answer the following question: 

On which island was Cristiano 
Ronaldo born? 
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ListofSPOTY 

winners... 

1954 Christopher Chataway (Athletics) 

1955 Gordon Pirie (Athletics) 

1956 Jim Laker (Cricket) 

1957 Dai Rees (Golf) 

1958 Ian Black (Swimming) 

1959 John Surtees (Motorcycling) 

1960 David Broome (Showjumping) 

1961 Stirling Moss (Formula One) 

1962 Anita Lonsbrough (Swimming) 

1963 Dorothy Hyman (Athletics) 

1964 Mary Rand (Athletics) 

1965 Tom Simpson (Cycling) 

1966 Bobby Moore (Football) 

1967 Henry Cooper (Boxing) 

1968 David Hemery (Athletics) 

1969 Ann Jones (Tennis) 

1970 Henry Cooper (Boxing) 

1971 Princess Anne (Eventing) 

1972 Mary Peters (Athletics) 

1973 Jackie Stewart (Formula One) 

1974 Brendan Foster (Athletics) 

1975 David Steele (Cricket) 

1976 John Curry (Figure skating) 

1977 Virginia Wade (Tennis) 

1978 Steve Ovett (Athletics) 

1979 Sebastian Coe (Athletics) 

1980 Robin Cousins (Figure skating) 

1981 Ian Botham (Cricket) 

1982 Daley Thompson (Athletics) 

1983 Steve Cram (Athletics) 

1984 Torvill and Dean (Figure skating) 

1985 Barry McGuigan (Boxing) 



David Beckham 


1986 Nigel Mansell (Formula One) 

1987 Fatima Whitbread (Athletics) 

1988 Steve Davis (Snooker) 

1989 Nick Faldo (Golf) 

1990 Paul Gascoigne (Football) 

1991 Liz McColgan (Athletics) 

1992 Nigel Mansell (Formula One) 

1993 Linford Christie (Athletics) 

1994 Damon Hill (Formula One) 

1995 Jonathan Edwards (Athletics) 

1996 Damon Hill (Formula One) 

1997 Greg Rusedski (Tennis) 

1998 Michael Owen (Football) 

1999 Lennox Lewis (Boxing) 

2000 Steve Redgrave (Rowing) 

2001 David Beckham (Football) 

2002 Paula Radcliffe (Athletics) 

2003 Jonny Wilkinson (Rugby union) 

2004 Kelly Holmes (Athletics) 

2005 Andrew Flintoff (Cricket) 

2006 Zara Phillips (Eventing) 

2007 Joe Calzaghe (Boxing) 

2008 Chris Hoy (Cycling) 

2009 Ryan Giggs (Football) 

2010 Tony McCoy (Horse racing) 

2011 Mark Cavendish (Cycling) 

2012 Bradley Wiggins (Cycling) 

2013 Andy Murray (Tennis) 

2014 Lewis Hamilton (Formula One) 

2015 Andy Murray (Tennis) 


I ■ I I ■ 

The lowdown on 


By John 

Smart 


The BBC host their coveted Sports 
Personality Of The Year Award 
this Sunday. 

Here the Sports Pink profiles 
the nominees. 

Nicola Adams 

The 34-year-old boxer won the 
Flyweight gold medal at the Rio 
Olympics. As a result, she became 
the first British boxer to retain an 
Olympic title in 92 years. 

Adams also won her first gold 
in the World Championships, 
adding to her impressive tally of 
European, Commonwealth and 
Olympic victories. 

Adams was previously nomi¬ 
nated for the SPOTY award back 
in 2012 for her London Olympic 
performances, when she became 
Britain’s first female boxer to win 
a gold medal. 

Gareth Bale 

The former Saints starlet was 
one of the stars of the summer 
European Championships. 

He scored in all three of Wales’ 
group games - in what was the 
country’s first major finals since 
1958 - and continued to impress as 
Chris Coleman’s side remarkably 
beat fancied Belgium to reach the 
semi finals. There they lost 2-0 to 
eventual winners Portugal. 

Bale was also shortlisted for the 
Ballon d’Or 2016 award, which 
was won earlier this week by his 
Real Madrid colleague Cristiano 
Ronaldo. 

Fellow Welshman Ryan Giggs 
was the last footballer to win the 
SPOTY award back in 2009. 

Alistair Brownlee 

In 2016 he became the first man 
to retain an Olympic triathlon ti¬ 
tle, finishing ahead of his brother 
Johnny who claimed the silver 
medal. 

Alistair then made headlines 
across the world when he helped 
his exhausted brother cross the 
finishing line ahead of him in the 
World Triathlon Series in Mexico. 

Alistair also won two ITU World 
Triathlon Series events in 2016 
- one in his home town of Leeds 
and one in Stockholm, Sweden. 

Sophie Christiansen 

The Berkshire rider took her 
number of Paralympic equestri¬ 
an golds to eight with three more 
in Brazil this year. 

Christiansen was born two 
months prematurely with cer¬ 
ebral palsy and suffered from 
other health problems including 
jaundice, blood poisoning, a heart 



attack and a collapsed lung. 

Despite all that, she began rid¬ 
ing at the age of just six. 

Mo Farah 

This is his fifth SPOTY nomi- 
nation, after being nominated in 
2011, 2012, 2013 and 2015. 

Farah completed the “Double 
Double” at Rio, taking his overall 
Olympic gold tally to four and be¬ 
coming only the second man to re¬ 


tain the 5,000m and 10,000m titles. 

The 33-year-old is Britain’s most 
successful track and field athlete 
of all time, and has nine global 
golds to his name. 

A former winner of the Great 
South Run in Portsmouth, Farah 
has also won the Great North Run 
three years in a row. 

Jason Kenny 

Equalled Sir Chris Hoy’s record 


of six gold medals by winning a 
hat-trick of titles in Rio. 

The 28-year old won a dramatic 
Keirin race, that had to be restart¬ 
ed twice, and claimed further 
golds in the team sprint and indi¬ 
vidual sprint. 

Laura Trott/Kenny 

She became the first British 
woman to win four Olympic golds 
by retaining her Omnium title in 
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SPOTY nominees 



Rio. In addition, she also won the 
team pursuit gold for a second 
time. 

Andy Murray 

Became the world’s number one 
tennis player beating Novak Djok- 
ovic in the ATP world tour final. 

The Scot also retained his Olym¬ 
pic title in Rio winning the men’s 
championship, and won Wimble¬ 
don for the second time. 


Earlier in the year he was run¬ 
ner up in the French and Austral¬ 
ian Opens, losing against Djoko- 
vic both times. 

Murray has been nominated 
nine times for the SPOTY - in 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 2011, 
2012, 2013 and 2015. 

He won the award in 2013 - the 
year of his first Wimbledon ti¬ 
tle - and again last year. He also 
won the Young Sports Personality 
award in 2004. 


Adam Peaty 

The swimmer smashed his 
world record to take the men’s 
100m breaststroke title in Rio. 

The 21-year-old won by more 
than a second, and his win was 
the first time in 26 years that a 
Brit had won gold at the Olympics 

Kate Richardson-Walsh 

Made history in Rio, captaining 


the GB Women’s hockey team to 
their first gold medal - beating the 
Dutch on penalties in the final. 

After Rio, the 36-year-old retired 
from international duty with an 
impressive 379 appearances and 
scoring 49 goals as England’s 
skipper. 

Nick Skelton 

The show jumper claimed an in¬ 
dividual title at his seventh Olym¬ 
pics games. At the age of 58, he 
was Britain’s second oldest gold 
medallist at a Games. 

He retired 16 years ago after 
breaking his neck in two places, 
but the Warwickshire rider won 
on Big Star in Rio following a six 
way jump-off. 

A show jumper has won before - 
David Broome in 1960. 

Dame Sarah-Storey 

Britain’s most decorated female 
Paralympian. The 39-year-old 
won three golds in cycling and 
has a total of 14 medals in total 
from swimming and cycling. 

Became a mother three years 
ago and was nominated for this 
award back in 2012. 

|amie Vardy 

Was top scorer when Leicester 
City claimed a sensational Pre¬ 
mier League title success. Has 
also shown he can take his club 
scoring form onto the interna¬ 
tional stage, netting against Wales 
in the European Championships. 

Max Whitlock 

The gymnast secured two Olym¬ 
pic golds in one memorable day in 
Rio. 

He claimed Britain’s first 
Games gold in the men’s floor 
and, 90 minutes later, got gold 
on the pommel horse. Earlier in 
the games Whitlock had won a 
bronze, Britain’s first medal in 
the all-round gymnastics event. 

Danny Willet 

The 29-year-old Yorkshireman 
claimed a shock Masters win 
becoming Britain’s first winner 
in Augusta in 20 years. Only two 
golfers have won the SPOTY be¬ 
fore - Dai Rees (1957) and Nick 
Faldo (1989). 

Kadeena Cox 

Her cycling gold in Rio meant 
she was the first Briton since 1988 
to win a medal in two sports at 
the same Paralympics. Cox, from 
Leeds, was diagnosed with mul¬ 
tiple sclerosis two years ago. She 
earned a gold in the T38 athletics 
400m and triumphed in the C4-5 
time trial. 

A brilliant year also saw her 
claim a track cycling World 
Championship gold in the 500m 
time trial. 


Ronaldo in 
numbers 

Cristiano Ronaldo has won 
the Ballon d’Or for the fourth 
time. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at some of the numbers 
surrounding the Portugal 
captain. 

4 


Ronaldo’s Ballon d’Or 
wins, in 2008, 2013, 2014 
and 2016. He has eight 
nominations in total. 

137 

number of international 
caps for Portugal. 

68 

international goals for his 
country. 

4 


Ronaldo this summer 
became the first player 
to score at four different 
European Championships 
(2004, 2008, 2012 and 2016). 

80 

the millions of pounds 
that Real Madrid paid 
Manchester United for his 



services in 2009. 

17 

record number of goals 
scored in the Champions 
League for one season (2014). 

270 

the number of goals he has 
scored for Real Madrid in 248 
LaLiga appearances since 
joining them in 2009. 

9 


goals in total in European 
Championship finals 
matches, putting him level 
with Michel Platini as the all- 
time leading goalscorer. 

14.1 

the millions of pounds he 
is reported to earn each year 
from his boot sponsorship 
with Nike. 

48 , 756,584 

number of Twitter 
followers. 

118 , 164,346 

number of Facebook likes. 





















30 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, December 17,2016 





1 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 13 

14 

August 














Sat 13 Watford (h) 
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Tadic 

Redmond 1 

+Pied =Hojbjerg 

*Austin 

Fri 19 Man Utd (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu* 

Hjojberg 

Davis= 

Austin 

Long+ 

Redmond 

+Rodriguez ^Austin 

*Clasie 

Sat 27 Sunderland (h) 

D1-1 

Forster Cedric 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Hjojberg* 

Davis 

Austin^ 

Tadic+ 

Redmond 

+Long =Rodriguez 

*W-Prowse 

September 














Sat 10 Arsenal (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic1= Rodriguez+ Redmond 

+Long = W-Prowse 

*Hjojberg 

Thurs 15 Sp Prague (Eur Lge) (h) W 3-0 

Forster Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu= 

W-Prowse 

Hjojberg 

Tadic* 

Austin 2+ Long 

+Rodriguez1 = Davis 

*Redmond 

Sun 18 Swansea (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Long+ 

Redmond 

+Hjojberg =Martina 

*Austin1 

Wed 21 C Palace (Lge Cup, H) 

W 2-0 

McCarthy Martina 

Targett 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

W-Prowse 

Reed 

Clasie Heskethl* 

Austin1 + 

Long= 

+Redmond =Tadic 

‘Hjojberg 

Sun 25 West Ham (a) 

W 3-0 

Forster Soares+ 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg 

Tadicl* 

Austin1= 

Redmond 

+Martina =Long 

WV-Prowsel 

Thurs 29 Hapoel (Europa Lge) (a) D 0-0 

Forster Martina 

Targett 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu W-Prowse 

Clasie 

Hesketh+ 

Long 

Redmond= 

+Tadic = Hjojberg 


October 














Sun 2 Leicester (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster Soares+ 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Austin^ 

Redmond 

+ Martina =W-Prowse *Long 

Sun 16 Burnley (h) 

W 3-1 

Forster Martina 

Targett+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie 

Tadic 

Austin2= 

Redmondl* 

+McQueen =Rodriguez *W-Pr 

Thurs 20 Inter (Europa Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Pr Hojbjerg 

Tadic* 

Long+ 

Rodriguez= 

+Austin =Davis 

‘Boufal 

Sun 23 Man City (a) 

D 1-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie+ 

Tadic* 

Austin= 

Redmondl 

+Hojbjerg =W-Prowse * Boufal 

Wed 26 Sunderland (Lge Cup, h) W 1-0 

McCarthy Stephens 

McQueen 

Yoshida 

Fonte 

Reed + 

W-Prowse 

Boufall 

lsgrove= 

Hojbjerg 

Rodrigeuz* 

+Clasie =Redmond 

Sun 30 Chelsea (h) 

L 0-2 

Forster Martina 

Bertrand+ 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis Clasie* 

Tadic= 

Austin 

Redmond 

+McQueen =Hojbjerg 

*Boufal 

November 














Thurs 3 Inter (Europa Lge) (h) 

W 2-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

s Hojbjerg 

Tadic+ 

Rodriguez= Redmond 

+Davis =Austin 


Sat 6 Hull (a) 

LI-2 

Forster Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Clasie= 

Tadic+ 

Austinl 

Redmond* 

+Boufal =Rodriguez *JWP 

Sat 19 Liverpool (h) 

D 0-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg+ 

Boufal= 

Austin* 

Redmond 

+ Reed =Long 

*Rodriguez 

Thur 24 Sp Prague (Eur Lge, a) 

L 0-1 

Forster Martina 

McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasie+ 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg= 

Long 

Rodriguez* Redmond 

+Austin =Boufal 

‘Romeu 

Sun 27 Everton (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Cedric 

Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg 

Sims+ 

Austin1 = 

Redmond* 

+McQueen =Long 

‘Clasie 

Wed 30 Arsenal (League Cup, a 

) W 2-0 

Forster Martina 1 

Bertrandl 

Van Dijk 

Yoshida 

Clasiel 

Davis 

Reed+ 

Boufal= 

Long 

McQueen 

+Hojbjerg =Sims 


December 














Sat 3 Crystal Palace (a) 

L 0-3 

Forster Cedric Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Hojbjerg-t 

Boufal 

= Austin* 

Redmond 

+Sims =Long 

‘McQueen 

Thurs 8 Hapoel (Europa Lge, h) 

D1-1 

Forster Cedric Bernard 

Van Dijkl 

Yoshida 

Romeu 

Davis 

Hojbjerg+ 

Sims* 

Austin= 

Redmond 

+ W-Prowse =Long 

‘Tadic 

Sun 11 Middlesbrough (h) 

W1-0 

Forster Martina McQueen 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Clasie+ 

Boufall = 

Rodriguez Tadic* 

+Long =Davis 

‘Redmond 

Wed 14 Stoke (a) 

D 0-0 

Forster Martina* Bertrand 

Van Dijk 

Fonte 

Romeu 

W-Prowse 

Davis 

Boufal 

Long+ 

Redmond= 

+Rodriguez =Tadic 

‘McQueen 


Sun 18 Bournemouth 
Mon 26 Tottenham 
Sat 31 West Brom 

January 
Mon 2 Everton 
Sat 14 Burnley 
Sat 21 Leicester 
Tues 31 Swansea 

February 
Sat 4 West Ham 
Sat 11 Sunderland 
Sat 25 Arsenal 

March 

Sat 4 Watford 
Sat 11 Man Utd 
Sat 18 Tottenham 
April 

Sat 1 Bournemouth 
Wed 5 Crystal Palace 
Sat 8 West Brom 
Sat 15 Man City 
Sat 22 Chelsea 
Sat 29 Hull 
May 

Sat 6 Liverpool 
Sat 13 Middlesbrough 
Sun 21 Stoke 


(a) 

(h) 

(h) 


(a) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 


(h) 

(a) 

(h) 


(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(h) 

(a) 

(a) 

(h) 



CHERRIES FIXTURES 2016/17 


AUGUST 


29 Middlesbrough (A) 

L 0-2 



4 Manchester United 

(A) 

13 Man United (H) 

LI-3 



JANUARY 


11 West Ham United 

(H) 

20 West Ham United (A) 

L 0-1 

NOVEMBER 




18 Swansea City 

(H) 

27 Crystal Palace (A) 

D1-1 



2 Arsenal 

(H) 





5 Sunderland (H) 

LI-2 

14 Hull City 

(A) 

APRIL 


SEPTEMBER 


19 Stoke City (A) 

W1-0 

21 Watford 

(H) 



10 West Bromwich (H) 

W1-0 

27 Arsenal (A) 

LI-3 

31 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

1 Southampton 

(A) 

17 Manchester City (A) 

L 0-4 





5 Liverpool 

(A) 

20 Preston (H, League Cup) 

L2-3 

DECEMBER 


FEBRUARY 


8 Chelsea 

(H) 

24 Everton (H) 

W1-0 





15 Tottenham 

(A) 



4 Liverpool (H) 

W/L3 

4 Everton 

(A) 

22 Middlesbrough 

(H) 

OCTOBER 


10 Burnley (A) 

L2-3 

11 Manchester City 

(H) 

29 Sunderland 

(A) 



13 Leicester City (H) 

W1-0 

25 West Bromwich 

(A) 



1 Watford (A) 

D2-2 

18 Southampton 

(H) 



MAY 


15 Hull City (H) 

W6-1 

26 Chelsea 

(A) 

MARCH 


6 Stoke City 

(H) 

22 Tottenham (H) 

D 0-0 

31 Swansea City 

(A) 



13 Burnley 

(H) 
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PINK 



NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL 


EASTLEIGH 


GOSPORT BOROUGH 

POOLE TOWN 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 


August 


August 


August 


6 Guiseley (H) 

W 2-1 

6 Maidenhead United (a) 

L 0-3 

6 Ebbsfleet United (A) 

L 0-4 

9 Braintree (A) 

DM 

9 Truro City (h) 

W3-1 

9 Maidenhead United (H) 

W1-0 

13 Tranmere (A) 

LI-2 

13 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

W3-1 

13 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

W1-0 

16 Dover (H) 

L 2-4 

16 Dartford (A) 

D 0-0 

16 Weston-Super-Mare (A) 

D 0-0 

20 Wrexham (A) 

DM 

20 East Thurrock United (A) 

LI-5 

20 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

27 Solihull Moors (H) 

W2-0 

27 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

L 0-1 

27 Hemel Hempstead Town (A) W 4-2 

29 Bromley (A) 

W5-0 

29 Oxford City (A) 

W2-1 

29 Bath City (H) 

W1-0 

September 


September 


September 


3 North Ferriby (H) 

W2-0 

3 Ebbsfleet United (H) 

W1-0 

3 Wealdstone (A) 

D2-2 

10 Southport (H) 

DM 

6 Hampton & RB (H) 

DM 

6 St Albans City (A) 

LM 

13 Forest Green (A) 

DM 

10 Hungerford Town (A) 

D3-3 

10 Eastbourne Borough (H) 

DM 

17 Macclesfield (A) 

W1-0 

13 Bath City (A) 

04 

13 Truro City (A) 

D 0-0 

24 Sutton (H) 

W2-1 

24 Margate (H) 

W1-0 

24 Welling United (H) 

W2-1 

October 


October 


October 


1 Woking (A) 

D3-3 

8 St. Albans City (A) 

LI-2 

8 Hampton & Richmond (A) 

W2-0 

4 Maidstone (H) 

W3-0 

15 Chelmsford City(H) 

LM 

15 Oxford City (H) 

LI-3 

8 Dagenham & Red (H) 

L 0-1 

22 Wealdstone (H) 

LI-3 

22 Hungerford Town (A) 

W1-0 

22 Lincoln (A) 

DM 

29 Hemel Hempstead Tn (A) 

W2-1 

29 East Thurrock United (H) 

DM 

25 Torquay (H) 

W3-0 





29 Barrow (A) 

L04 

November 


November 




5 Welling United (H) 

DM 

5 Chelmsford City (H) 

W« 

November 


12 Weston-super-Mare (A) 

DM 

12 Concord Rangers (A) 

L2-3 

12 York (H) 

DM 

19 Concord Rangers (H) 

L2-5 

19 Whitehawk (H) 

W3-1 

19 Gateshead (A) 

D2-2 





22 Aldershot (A) 

W1-0 

December 


December 


26 Chester (H) 

L 0-3 

3 Whitehawk (A) 

D44 

3 Dartford (A) 

LI-2 

29 Maidstone (A) 

LI-2 

17 Ebbsfleet United 

(A) 

17 Wealdstone 

(H) 



26 Poole Town 

(H) 

26 Gosport Borough 

(A) 

December 






17 Southport 

(A) 

January 


January 


26 Boreham Wood 

(H) 

1 Poole Town 

(A) 

1 Gosport Borough 

(H) 



7 Hungerford Town 

(A) 

7 Eastbourne Borough 

(A) 

January 


14 East Thurrock United 

(H) 

14 Margate 

(A) 

1 Boreham Wood 

(A) 

21 Hampton & RB 

(A) 

21 St Albans City 

(H) 

7 Macclesfield 

(H) 

28 Maidenhead United 

(H) 

28 Ebbsfleet United 

(H) 

21 Sutton 

(A) 





28 Woking 

(H) 

February 


February 




4 Truro City 

(A) 

4 Maidenhead United 

(A) 

February 


11 Dartford 

(H) 

11 Weston-Super-Mare 

(H) 

4 Braintree 

(H) 

18 Eastbourne Borough 

(A) 

18 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

11 Guiseley 

(A) 

25 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

25 East Thurrock United 

(A) 

18 Tranmere 

(H) 





25 Dover 

(A) 

March 


March 


28 Aldershot 

(H) 

4 Wealdstone 

(A) 

4 Hungerford Town 

(H) 



11 Margate 

(A) 

11 Welling United 

(A) 

March 


18 St. Albans City 

(H) 

18 Hampton & Richmond 

(H) 

4 York 

(A) 

21 Bath City 

(H) 

21 Truro City 

(H) 

11 Barrow 

(H) 

25 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

25 Oxford City 

(A) 

18 Chester 

(A) 





21 Torquay 

(A) 

April 


April 


25 Gateshead 

(H) 

1 Weston-super-Mare 

(H) 

1 Concord Rangers 

(H) 



8 Welling United 

(A) 

8 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

April 


14 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

15 Hemel Hempstead Town 

(H) 

1 Dagenham & Red 

(A) 

17 Oxford City 

(H) 

17 Bath City 

(A) 

8 Lincoln 

(H) 

22 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

22 Whitehawk 

(A) 

14 North Ferriby 

(A) 

29 Whitehawk 

(H) 

29 Dartford 

(H) 

17 Bromley 

(H) 





22 Solihull Moors 

(A) 





29 Wrexham 

(H) 





TBA: Forest Green 

(H) 






AFC TOTTON 


SALISBURY 


WINCHESTER 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


Division 1 South & West 


Division 1 South & West 


Division 1 South & West 


August 


August 


August 


6 Hereford (H) 

LI-2 

6 Evesham Utd (H) 

W1-0 

6 Slimbridge (A) 

L3-5 

9 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

L 0-1 

10 Winchester City (A) 

L24 

10 Salisbury (H) 

W4-2 

13 North Leigh (A) 

W3-2 

13 Taunton Town (A) 

L 1-3 

13 Mangotsfield United (H) 

L 0-2 

16 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-6 

16 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

W 4-1 

16 Didcot Town (A) 

L04 

27 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

L2-3 

27 Mangotsfield United (H) 

W2-1 

27 Tiverton Town (H) 

L04 

29 Salisbury (H) 

L 0-4 

29 AFC Totton (A) 

W4-0 

29 Wimborne Town (A) 

D2-2 

September 


September 


September 


10 Evesham United (A) 

D 0-0 

10 Bideford (H) 

D44 

10 Hereford (H) 

L0-2 

24 Shortwood United (A) 

LI-2 

24 Yate Town (A) 

LI-3 

24 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W4-1 

27 Wimborne Town (H) 

LI-6 

27 Didcot Town (H) 

W3-2 

27 Wantage Town (A) 

W1-0 

October 


October 


October 


1 Yate Town (H) 

D1-1 

15 Slimbridge (A) 

LI-2 

15 Didcot (H) 

W 3-1 

15 Tiverton Town (A) 

L2-3 

18 North Leigh (A) 

L2-3 

18 Shortwood (A) 

LI-2 

22 Slimbridge(H) 

W3-1 

22 Barnstaple Town (H) 

W5-0 

22 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-3 

25 Didcot Town (A) 

L2-3 

November 


26 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

LI-2 

November 


5 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

W 5-1 

November 


5 Bridgwater Town (H) 

W2-1 

12 Tiverton Town (H) 

LI-2 

5 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

W2-0 

12 Mangotsfield United (A) 

L 0-3 

19 Taunton Town (H) 

W5-2 

16 North Leigh (H) 

LI-2 

19 North Leigh (H) 

L 0-3 

26 Evesham Utd (A) 

L 2-3 

19 Mangotsfield United (A) 

A-A 

23 Larkhall Athletic (A) 

D 0-0 

29 Winchester City (H) 

PP 

29 Salisbury (A) 

PP 

26 Hereford (A) 

L 0-5 





29 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

LI-2 

December 


December 


December 


3 Hereford (A) 

LI-3 

3 Barnstaple Town (A) 

W3-1 

3 Wantage Town (H) 

D2-2 

6 Bishops Cleeve (A) 

W5-0 

10 Paulton Rovers (H) 

W3-2 

10 Bideford (A) 

D 0-0 

10 Shortwood Utd (H) 

W1-0 

14 Yate (H) 

W1-0 

13 Taunton (H) 

LI-3 

17 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

17 Bideford 

(A) 

17 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

26 AFC Totton 

(H) 

26 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

26 Salisbury 

(A) 

January 


January 


January 


2 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

2 AFC Totton 

(A) 

2 Winchester City 

(H) 

7 North Leigh 

(H) 

7 Shortwood Utd 

(H) 

7 Taunton Town 

(A) 

14 Wantage Town 

(A) 

14 Larkhall Athletic 

(A) 

14 Barnstaple Town 

(H 

21 Bridgwater Town 

(H) 

21 Bideford 

(H) 

21 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

28 Yate Town 

(H) 

28 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

28 Shortwood United 

(H) 

February 


February 


February 


4 Didcot Town 

(A) 

4 Wantage Town 

(H) 

4 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

11 Slimbridge 

(H) 

11 North Leigh 

(A) 

11 Tiverton Town 

(H) 

18 Swindon Supermarine 

(A) 

18 Evesham Utd 

(H) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

25 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

25 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

25 Didcot Town 

(H) 

March 


March 


March 


4 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

4 Taunton Town 

(H) 

4 Slimbridge 

(A) 

11 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

11 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

11 Bridgwater Town 

(A) 

18 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

18 Mangotsfield United 

(H) 

25 Hereford 

(H) 

25 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

25 Wantage Town 

(A) 

April 


April 


April 


1 Shortwood Utd 

(A) 

1 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

1 Bideford 

(H) 

8 Wantage Town 

(H) 

8 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

8 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

15 Mangotsfield Utd 

(A) 

15 Tiverton Town 

(A) 

15 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

17 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

17 AFC Totton 

(H) 

17 Winchester City 

(A) 

22 Bideford 

(A) 

22 Hereford 

(A) 

22 Evesham 

(H) 
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Hamble 
Garage Ltd 


Concept Court 
Hamble Lane S0314NL 

Tel: 02380 454172 

't * 


Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year 
to all our 
customers 


We are closed from 
23rd Dec - 3rd Jan 

Servicing & repairs to all 
makes & models 

• MOT's classes 4 & 7 

• Cars, vans, light commercials 
Private & Commercial 

• 4 Wheel Alignment 
Prestivo Tyres 

Classic Car Repairs & Servicing 

Welding 

Diagnostics 

• Local Delivery & Collection 
° Competitive Rates 

• No Pressure Quote 

c Elite Remaps Dealer 

LARGE GARAGE 
ON HAMBLE LANE 


Now OPEN in 
North Baddesley 

02380741493 


[installation 
[Servicing J 



92 Botley Road 
North Baddesley, S052 9DCI 


FIRE FLAIR 


www.fireplacessouthampton.co.uk 



Visit our newly 
REFURBISHED 
Showroom 



HEDGE END FIREPLACES 

9G LowBrNortham Road, Hedgo End Sdihamptai, 
Hampshire, S03D4FS 

Tel: 01489 782369 
www.allfireplaces.co.uk 


PLAZA 
THEATRE: 
ROMSEY 



Beauty & 
the Beast 
12-28 Jan 

RAODS annual, 
traditional family 
pantomine that 
has something 
for everyone! 

A magical 
night out. 


m ■■■ m , 

. I ,< 

\ \ 

Va 



4 Feb 

A playful, 
ingenious, 
touching and 
intellectually 
searching play 
brought to life 
by one of the 
area’s leading 
companies, 
Arena Theatre. 

KastOff 
Kinks 
17 Feb 

A playful, 
ingenious, 
touching and 
intellectually 
searching play 
brought to life 
by one of the 
area’s leading 
companies, 
Arena Theatre. 


PLAZA 

THEATRE 


www.plazatheatre.com 
Box Office: 
01794512987 


Ay\Ai^A 

' KITCHEN & TEA ROOM 

AVAILABLE FOR £5* 
ALL PRIVATE FUNCTIONS tripadvisor 
AND EVENTS n 


01794 340 556 / 777 

WWW.ANNIESKITCHEN.CO.UK 

enquiries@annieskitchen.co.uk 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
MON-SAT 9-5 I SUN 10-5 

KIMBRIDGE LANE, TIMSBURY, ROMSEY, 
HAMPSHIRE S051 OLE 



NEW MANAGEMENT 

NEW MENU 

NEW SUNDAY ROAST 


_L>, : 

■ 


The perfect place, + 
for the perfect gift 

Come and see Father Christmas Saturday 17th December 
9.30am-l 1.30am and Sunday 18th 11.30am-2.30pm 
Open Sunday 18th December 10.30am-4.30pm 



APPROACH 

2017 

WITH A 
HEALTHY 
OUTLOOK! 

IMPROVE YOUR 

HEALTH, 
COMFORT & 
CONFIDENCE 


IMPLANTS, 
INVISALIGN, 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY, 
DERMAL FILLERS & 
LINE SMOOTHING 


THURuQMJ 

DENTAL & FACIAL AESTHETICS 

023 806 92653 

mail@thurlowdentalcare.co.uk 

Botley Road . Horton Heath 
Eastleigh. Hampshire 
SO50 7DW 


Trad beers 
Department Store 

The Commarket Romsey 
Hampshire 
t. 01794 515555 

www.bradbeers.com 
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Robert 


Wells 

Shopping 

Centre 




BITTERNE PARK 
DENTAL LABORATORY 

For New Dentures & Repairs 


HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

1 HOUR EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE JuSaNK 

METAL (CHROME/COBALT) DENTURES 

FLEXIBLE (VALPLAST™) DENTURES 

SOFT CUSHION LININGS FOR DELICATE GUMS 

CLEANING & POLISHING 

CUSTOM MADE SPORTSGUARDS 

AVAILABLE IN FUNKY DESIGNS 

Mrs. Lillie Biffen Dip CDT RCS (Eng) 

Your local dental lab with GDC 
Registered Technicians, established for over 30 years 


The only place to find and 
have a Funeral by 
Paul Capper is at. 

Ill 

Independent Funeral 
Directors of Hampshire Ltd 


AIHrehicle types & make 

...v - ic 

Fitted at our workshop OR... 

Our mobile service comes to you 

* Cycle Carriers 

Howbar-moiMt & Rack systems 

•Number Plates 

Official DVLA Registered Centre 

•Colour Coded Parking Sensors j 

front & Rear - Metallic & Non Metallic 3 

* Dedicated Towbar wiring kits 

Dedicated & Vehicle-specific lowbar Diagnostics 


www.towbar3ervices.com 

Towbar Services Ltd, Pavilion Close, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hampshire S050 7PS 


WE SPECIALISE IN RE-ROOFING DOMESTIC PROPERTIES CHIMNEY 
RE-BUILDS AND CAVITY LEAD TRAYS INSTALLED 

Redbridge Business Park, Old Redbridge Road, Southampton, S015 ONN 

Tel: 023 8066 8808 * Mob: 07872147884 

email: martin@enterprise-roofing.co.uk • www.enterprise-roofing.co.uk 


We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

Will option available 
with your plan 


DREAM DOORS 


ANDSAY 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 

Golden Charter fakr 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal p 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be C 

paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax- -h 

able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and Zn 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). o> 


POP INTO i : 
EE EASTLEIGH 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

Call Sean or Jane for a FREE Quote on 

02380 274413 

Visit our Showroom: 8 Falkland Court, Falkland Road, 
m Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, S053 3GA - FREE PARKING 


LEH 


www.bitterneparkdentallab.co.uk 


Make your kitchen 
Sparkle again! 




*Plr 

Less hassle, Less time, Less cost... 

* Free estimating and planning 

• Fitted kitchens or replacement doors & worktops 

- Huge choice of doors, worktops, sinks, taps & appliances 


ENTERPRISE 

ROOFING 

LTD 

We are approved contractors to University 
of Southampton and PFP. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE UPVC FASCIAS AND GUTTERING WITH THE FIRST 10 RE-ROOF 

ORDERS ACCEPTED 

Subject to T&C’s 


3, The Triangle, Bitterne Park S018 1FZ 

Tel: 023 8067 1836 


■ 

We’ve got loads of great offers in store for you, 
and our team of experts are always happy to help' 


Come and see us at: 

14 The Swan Centre 
Eastleigh 
S050 5SG 
0845 097 1497 
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A pundit XI not afraid 
to speak their mind 



Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp launched a stinging attack on football pundit Gary Neville this week. 


LIVERPOOL boss Jurgen Klopp 
has launched a withering attack 
on pundit Gary Neville following 
the former Manchester United 
and England defender’s criticism 
of goalkeeper Loris Karius. 

Neville is not the first ex-foot¬ 
baller that has refused to hold 
back when expressing their views 
in punditry roles, following in 
the footsteps of the likes of old 
team-mates Roy Keane and Paul 
Scholes. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks an 
XI of pundits who are not afraid 
to speak their mind. 

Goalkeeper 

Peter Schmeichel - The former 
Manchester United number one 
took to Twitter to air his views 
on Hull winger Robert Snodgrass, 
who appeared to dive to win a pen¬ 
alty during Saturday’s 3-3 draw 
with Crystal Palace. Schmeichel 
was outraged by the Scotland 
winger’s apparent simulation, la¬ 
belling him “an embarrassment”. 

Right-back 

Gary Neville - Neville hit back 
at Karius for mocking his failed 
spell in charge of Valencia on 
Instagram. Under a picture of 
former Liverpool defender Jamie 
Carragher’s newspaper column, 
in which he criticised Karius for 
his recent performances, Neville 
wrote: “My sincere apologies Ka¬ 
rius. You’re right. A failed man¬ 
ager hasn’t a clue. I won’t copy 
your great fan, pundit and club 
legend again.” That comment led 
to Klopp leaping to the defence of 
his fellow German in Monday’s 
fiery press conference. 

Centre-backs 

Jamie Carragher - Having spent 
his entire career at Anfield, Car¬ 
ragher cannot hide his passion 
for Liverpool when working as a 
pundit. His scathing comments on 
Karius led to Klopp responding to 
Neville. Carragher has also previ¬ 
ously hit out at Jose Mourinho for 
the then-Chelsea manager’s “em¬ 
barrassing” interviews in 2015. 

Alan Hansen - Hansen was left 
with egg on his face after a young 
Manchester United squad made 
a mockery of his comment that 
“you cannot win anything with 
kids” in 1995. Little did he know 
that the Neville brothers, Scholes, 
Ryan Giggs, Nicky Butt and David 
Beckham would transform Unit¬ 
ed into the most dominant force 
in English football soon after. 

Left-back 

Phil Neville - Talk about broth¬ 
erly love! Phil stuck up for his 
sibling by telling Karius to “keep 


your mouth shut and do your job” 
during Sunday’s Match of the 
Day. 

Midfielders 

Robbie Savage - Controver¬ 
sy has always followed Savage 
around, whether he was on a foot¬ 
ball field or in a commentary box. 
The former midfielder sparked 
a war of words with John Terry 
in late 2015 by following Gary 
Neville and Rio Ferdinand in 
criticising the Chelsea defender’s 
performances. Terry responded 
by saying: “I’ve taken that on 
the chin: Rio, Carra, Neville, the 
very best I’ve come up against in 
the game. I take that on the chin. 
When others speak, maybe I don’t 
take it on the chin. When players 
have not had a career, played at a 
really bad level in their career... 


Robbie Savage being one.” 

Roy Keane - Has let his tongue 
run away with him several times 
during his punditry career. Clau¬ 
dio Bravo, Ronald Koeman, Chris¬ 
tian Benteke and Eden Hazard 
have all recently felt the wrath of 
the Republic of Ireland assistant 
manager. 

Paul Scholes - Rarely seen in 
the media during his player ca¬ 
reer, Scholes has come out of 
shell when acting as a pundit. His 
blunt criticism of former club 
Manchester United became a re¬ 
curring theme during Louis Van 
Gaal’s time in charge at Old Traf- 
ford. 

Chris Waddle - Irked Wales boss 
Chris Coleman with his com¬ 
ments in 2013 when he said Ga¬ 


reth Bale would be well advised 
to focus on his Tottenham career 
rather than his international 
commitments. 

Strikers 

Gary Lineker - The Match of the 
Day host is always quick to take 
to Twitter to express his views 
on the game, usually in a humor¬ 
ous way. That led to him present¬ 
ing the show in his underpants 
after previously tweeting: “YES! 
If Leicester win the ©premier- 
league I’ll do the first MOTD of 
next season in just my undies.” 

Chris Sutton - Often causes a 
stir with his direct comments. 
The ex-striker recently had a dis¬ 
agreement with Stephen Craigan 
on the appointment of Ian Cathro 
as Hearts boss. 


Far Eastern 
promise... 

CHELSEA playmaker Oscar 
is on the verge of a lucrative 
switch to Shanghai SIPG, 
who are reportedly set to 
pay the Blues £52million for 
the Brazilian’s services. 

The Chinese Super 
League is proving ever 
more popular due to the 
seemingly vast riches on 
offer. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
looks at a few former 
Premier League players and 
coaches that have tried their 
luck in the Far East. 

DEMBA BA 

Joined Shanghai Shenhua, 
for whom Didier Drogba 
and Nicolas Anelka had also 
played, 18 months ago from 
Besiktas on a three-year 
deal with an annual salary 
reported to be worth more 
than £5million. The former 
Newcastle and Chelsea 
striker scored 14 times in 



Demba Ba. 


18 matches this year before 
suffering a horrible leg 
break in July. 

PAULINHO 

Did not leave much of a 
mark in his two seasons at 
Tottenham, who offloaded 
the midfielder to Guangzhou 
Evergrande for a fee 
approaching £10million in 
June 2015, but the Brazil 
midfielder has since 
rejuvenated his career 
under former international 
manager Luiz Felipe Scolari. 
Paulinho played a starring 
role as Guangzhou lifted the 
Chinese Super League title 
this year. 

RAMIRES 

Joined Jiangsu Suning 
from Chelsea in January 
earlier this year in a 
deal believed to be worth 
£25million - a Chinese Super 
League record that would 
be broken twice in the 
following 10 days. 

Continued on facing page 
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Recalling some great Merseyside derbies 


Goodison Park hosts the 227th 
Merseyside derby on Monday 
Here the Sports Pink looks at 
some of the best clashes in the 
fixture’s long history 

Everton 3 Liverpool 3, 2013 
Liverpool twice took the lead 
through Philippe Coutinho and 
Luis Suarez but found themselves 
3-2 down with eight minutes to go 
after goals from Kevin Mirallas 
and two from Romelu Lukaku. 
Sub Daniel Sturridge provided 
the late drama with an 89th-min- 
ute header. 


Everton 2 Liverpool 3, April 16, 
2001 

Another thrilling derby at 
Goodison was settled in dramatic 
fashion by Liverpool midfielder 
Gary McAllister. When the Reds 
were awarded a free-kick 44 yards 
out in the last minute of the 
game, players and fans expected 
McAllister to cross, but he curled 
the ball just inside the post. What 
went before had been far from 
dull, with two penalties - one 
scored, one missed - a red card 
for Liverpool’s Igor Biscan and 11 


yellow cards. 

Everton 4 Liverpool 4, February 
20, 1991 

One of the most dramatic der¬ 
bies of all time was an FA Cup 
fifth-round replay at Goodison 
Park. Three times Liverpool 
took the lead in normal time, 
twice through Peter Beardsley 
and once through Ian Rush, but 
two from Graeme Sharp and one 
from Tony Cottee saw the hosts 
equalise each time. John Barnes 
put Liverpool ahead again in 
extra-time but once more Cottee 


levelled. Everton won the second 
replay 1-0. 

Liverpool 3 Everton 2, 1989 

The all-Merseyside FA Cup final 
was played out against the back¬ 
drop of the Hillsborough disaster 
just weeks before. 

John Aldridge’s early opener 
was cancelled out by Stuart Mc¬ 
Call in stoppage time, with the 
Toffees midfielder levelling again 
when Rush came off the bench to 
score in extra-time. However, the 
Reds striker was not to be denied 
and hit the winner. 


Dream come true 
for fearless Lobb 


By Dan 

Briard 


AARON LOBB, a 16-year-old 
scholar for Eastleigh, was given 
a surprise opportunity to play 
in the Spitfires’ FA Trophy first 
round tie at Harlow Town last 
weekend. 

He was one of six scholars that 
started the game - a shock to 
some Eastleigh fans. 

But new manager Martin Allen 
was left with little choice but to 
throw in his youngsters given the 
number of injuries and cup-tied 
players he had inherited ahead of 
Tuesday’s vital FA Cup replay at 
Halifax. 

Striker Lobb was released by 
Bournemouth Academy last year 
but has found a way back to a top 
local club through doing a schol¬ 
arship at Eastleigh, revitalising 
his love and passion to become a 
footballer. 

Lobb was “very overwhelmed 
but excited” for the opportunity 
to play in non-League’s premier 
cup competition. 

He said the noise from the Har¬ 
low Town fans was “distracting at 
first” but, after a slightly nervous 
start, he managed to overcome it 
and keep his concentration. 

This was Lobb’s second big 
game in front of a sizeable crowd, 
the other being when he played at 
Fratton Park against Portsmouth 
U18s, which ended in a 5-0 defeat. 

Although a 2-0 loss at Harlow 
was not what Eastleigh wanted, 
Lobb was able to keep his head 
high, saying he had “achieved 
a life-long goal” by making his 
Eastleigh first-team debut at just 
16 years old. 



Aaron Lobb 


It was an achievement which 
lasted 73 minutes on the pitch but 
will remain a life-long memory. 

He was greeted with a round of 
applause from the Eastleigh fans 


as he was replaced. 

Lobb felt he did well but is al¬ 
ways looking to be a better player. 

The Whiteley-based youngster 
wants to improve on his strength, 


although he felt he matched Har¬ 
low’s defenders by putting him¬ 
self around. 

Lobb spoke extremely highly of 
manager Allen, saying he really 
helped the young scholars settle 
in with the first team and made 
them feel welcome. The former 
Barnet boss told the scholars to 
“go out there and have fun” and to 
“be brave and play with no fear.” 

Back to where it all began, Lobb 
joined Sportstars at the age of six, 
playing in the mini soccer league. 

As many parents may recollect 
from watching their child play 
football at such a young age, he 
was “in tears” because he was 
“too nervous” to go on and play in 
his first game. 

That statement is hardly recog¬ 
nisable from the confident teen¬ 
ager he is today, making his debut 
for an Eastleigh team rising up 
through the English leagues. 

Overjoyed with such opportu¬ 
nities as playing against Harlow 
and in the FA Youth Cup, Lobb is 
confident he will keep progress¬ 
ing and eventually be a more per¬ 
manent name on the senior team- 
sheet. 

Talking about the transition 
from mini soccer to Eastleigh’s 
first team, he said: “I’ve had to 
improve all the time to always be 
better than my opponents.” 

He says he wants to be the best 
and thinks the key to his success 
will be down to the fact he can 
“stay focused” and “humble.” 

Lobb was joined in last Satur¬ 
day’s starting line-up by fellow 
scholars Charlie Daniels, Lewis 
Harvey, Owen Fee, Ollie Dennett 
and Brandon Hammerston. 

Five more - Joe Whittington, 
Ryan Meaney, Dylan Kirkwood, 
James Parker-Trott and Marcel 
Laptas - were on the bench. 


Moving for 
big money 


from facing page 

The Brazilian midfielder 
was sent off on his debut 
but helped his new club 
finish runner-up in the 
league. 

GERVINHO 

The former Arsenal 
forward often flattered to 
deceive in north London 
but he raised his profile 
in two and a half seasons 
at Roma before moving on 
to Hebei China Fortune in 
January. He told L’Equipe 
he moved for the money, 
saying: “Earning £47,000 
to play just one match is 
unimaginable in Europe, 
even at a club like Real 
Madrid. But here it’s the 
case.” 

GRAZIANO PELLE 



Swapped Saints for 
Shandong Luneng in 


Graziano Pelle. 


July for a fee of around 
£12million, with the Italian 
reportedly earning more 
than £13million per season, 
which at the time made 
him the fifth highest paid 
player in the world. He 
has made a moderate start 
to life in China with five 
goals in 13 appearances. 

SVEN G ERIKSSON 

The former England and 
Manchester City coach is 
something of a veteran in 
China, first taking charge 
of Guangzhou R&F in June 
2013 on a deal reported 
to be worth £2million a 
year. The Swede departed 
for Shanghai SIPG in 
November 2014 and led 
the club into the AFC 
Champions League for the 
first time the following 
year but was replaced 
by former Chelsea and 
Tottenham boss Andre 
Villas-Boas last month. 
Eriksson has since taken 
the hot seat at second tier 
Shenzhen FC. 
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PSC bow 
out of 
the cup 

PETER Symonds’ 
seconds bowed 
out of the 
Hampshire Cup, 
beaten 1-0 at 
Farnborough. 

Itchen trimmed 
Brockenhurst 3-1, 
Southdowns beat 
Sparsholt 2-0 
and Basingstoke 
triumphed 4-2 
against local 
rivals Queen 
Mary’s. 

In the 3rd 
XI Cup, Peter 
Symonds scored 
four second half 
goals to beat 
QMC 5-1 - Joe 
Hepworth (2), 

Ben Frape, Louis 
Kennett and 
Henry Horscroft 
on target. 

Barton Peveril 
needed a penalty 
shoot out to 
knock out Itchen 
- the teams were 
level 1-1 before 
BP won 4-1 
from the spot - 
while Richard 
Tauntons 
ran up seven 
unanswered 
goals against St 
Vincent. 

A bizarre 
second half 
took place at 
Wellington, 
where KES, a 
goal down, scored 
five times in the 
last 20 minutes to 
beat Itchen 5-1 in 
the 1C Cup. 

Barney Taylor 
and Tom Smart 
scored twice 
each, with 
Sam Woodcock 
scoring the other 
goal. 

KES are joined 
in the velvet 
bag for next 
week’s semi¬ 
final draw by 
Barton Peveril’s 
Development 
side (which beat 
cup holders 
Bay House 
2-0), Fareham 
(3-1 winners v 
Eastleigh) and St 
Vincent. 

• Email 
college football 
news to Mike 
Vimpany at 
mike.vimpany@ 
btinternet.com 



Bayles' header secures victory for Hampshire 



Harry Bayles, left. 


PETER Symonds’ midfielder Harry 
Bayles scored with a last-minute 
diving header to give Hampshire 
Colleges a dramatic 3-2 win over 
Somerset and a place in the Eng¬ 
lish Schools’ County Under-18 Cup 
quarter-finals. 

Hampshire twice came from be¬ 
hind to clinch a last eight away day 
to Kent next month. 

Despite bossing the early stages, 
Hampshire created few chances and 
fell behind. 

But falling behind didn’t faze 


them and they continued their dom¬ 
ination with ESFA prospect Jean 
Luc Ramdim and PSC’s Harrison 
Fay close to equalising. 

Pressure eventually paid off with 
a Fay left-foot volley equaliser, but 
by half-time Somerset were back in 
front and turned round 2-1 up. 

Switch 

A tactical switch by manager 
Luke Hampton, which saw Hamp¬ 
shire revert to a back-three forma¬ 


tion, writes Freddie Molyneux. 

Hampshire’s three midfielders 
were able to impact the game more 
and get the overlapping full-backs 
into play It changed the game. 

For a while the switch brought lit¬ 
tle reward, but eventually Bayles 
made it 2-2 from just inside the pen¬ 
alty area. 

At 2-2 and with the game seeming¬ 
ly destined for extra-time, Itchen’s 
Ramdim broke through on goal. 
His effort was saved, but Bayles fol¬ 
lowed up to dive-head the rebound. 


More cup misery 
for jinxed Barton 


By Mike 

Vimpany 



BARTON Peveril have suffered a 
treble dose of the cup blues in na¬ 
tional and county colleges cup com¬ 
petitions. 

In the past two weeks, they have 
been knocked out of the - 

• AOC English Colleges Cup, 4-1 
by Richard Taunton; 

• ESFA Under-18 Colleges Cup, 

3- 1 at Farnborough; and 

• Peter Munro Hampshire Cup, 

4- 1 by Itchen. 

BP might have found themselves 
behind in the opening minute of 
their ESFA Cup tie at Farnborough 
when Sam Henneberg missed a 
penalty. 

Alex Penny and an own goal 
made it 2-0 to Boro’ either side of 
half-time, but then Lewis Wild put 
Barton back in the contest. 

But there was no coming back 
from a third goal by Jake Wilson, 
which teed up home tie for Boro’ 
against Exeter in the quarter-fi¬ 
nals. 

That left the Peter Munro Cup, 
which they won two seasons ago, 
for Barton to go for - but a 4-1 de¬ 
feat at Itchen left the Eastleigh col¬ 
lege with just the bread and butter 
league campaign. 

Jack Wilson underlined his Eng¬ 
land Colleges credentials - the 
powerful midfielder is among four 
Hampshire players chosen for next 
month’s last 32 trials at Lilleshall 
- with two well-taken goals which 
stood out from a pretty ordinary 
affair. 

Once again Wild gave BP a sport¬ 
ing chance but his strike on the 
half-time whistle was wiped out 
by second half goals by Hamid and 



Jack Wilson scored twice for 
Itchen College 


Jake Willis-Dellimore which gave 
Itchen their 4-1 win. 

Cup holders Farnborough ad¬ 
vanced to the semi-finals with a 
bizarre 6-5 win over Brockenhurst, 
who were unable to avenge last 
season’s cup final defeat despite a 
thrilling second-half comeback. 

Boro’ enjoyed a 2-0 half-time 
cushion through Alex Penny and 
Cam Smith, but Brock got one back 
before Smith and Harvey Griffiths 
stretched the lead to 4-1. 


Brockenhurst clawed it back to 
4-2 before Penny’s second looked to 
have sealed it for Farnborough. 

The old adage of ‘never leave be¬ 
fore the final whistle’ ran true as 
the young spectators who dashed 
off to catch the school bus missed 
three unanswered goals as Brock 
made it 5-5 with ten minutes left. 

But coach Alan Reed unleashed 
super sub Aidan King, who scored 
from close range to win it for Farn¬ 
borough right at the last. 


Arshia Sheibatzadeh celebrated 
his Tauntons’ first team debut 
with the second and key goal as 
his patched-up side withstood a 
late barrage to beat visiting Queen 
Mary’s 2-1 at Hill Lane. 

Effy Kazadzi had earlier opened 
the scoring for RTC, who led 2-0 at 
half-time. 

Tom Steggall scored twice and 
Max Kirwan got the other goal as 
Peter Symonds made hard work of 
beating Havant 3-1. 
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Rangers up their game for 3-1 turnaround 


RIVERSIDE Rangers are yet to win a game in 
Junior Six of the City of Southampton Sun¬ 
day League this season. 

But they progressed to the third round of 
the Charlie Gooden Trophy by coming from 
behind to beat Junior Five Sporting Compass 
3-1. 

Sam Driscoll gave Compass a half-time lead 
but Tyley Bentley forced extra-time before 
Josh Willats and Conner McCall produced an 
upset. 

Chamberlayne Athletic Reserves, another 
Junior Six side, knocked out a team from 
two levels higher when they thrashed Junior 
Four Sholing Monks. 

Mitch Turley scored four and there were 


also goals for Connor Bray and Charlie Park¬ 
er. 

Testlands Reserves are another Junior Six 
side through. They beat AFC Mayflower 2-1 
after extra time thanks to Luca Cordeddu’s 
winner. 

Testlands’ CheAgrella and Mayflower’s 
Rich Geddes scored in the second half of nor¬ 
mal time. 

Closed the gap 

Crusaders closed the gap at the top of the 
Premier Division by beating mid-table AFC 
West End 4-0. 

Ryan McDermott gave them a half-time lad 


before Callum Oliver, Jack Attrill and Bran¬ 
don Williams added further goals in the divi¬ 
sion’s only game of the day. 

Cricketers Arms (Fair Oak) came back 
from a half-time deficit to beat AFC Riverside 
(Sunday) 3-1. 

Christian Kalialia gave Riverside a first- 
half lead but Mark Barnard equalised and 
Brad Rowthorne’s brace ensured the Cricket¬ 
ers extended their unbeaten run to six match¬ 
es. 

King George went level on points with sec¬ 
ond-placed Durley thanks to a 4-1 win at their 
Junior One rivals. Josh Daley and Ryan Col¬ 
lins scored two apiece as they notched their 
third successive win. 


Penalty shoot-out 
woe for Eastpoint 



AFC Totton's Nick Watts, left, looks to get in a cross against Paulton Rovers. See page 3 for match report 


By Simon OK 

Walter y 


EASTPOINT came back from 2-0 
down at half-time to force a penal¬ 
ty shoot-out against Darby Green 
& Potley - only to lose the Hamp¬ 
shire FA Junior A Sunday Cup 
third round tie. 

Second-half goals from James 
Erskine and Dan Brunnen en¬ 
sured a 2-2 draw, but they lost the 
shoot-out 4-3. 

Marchwood Rangers are 
through to the third round of the 
City of Southampton League’s DR 
Ryder Trophy after beating Bish¬ 
ops 5-0 courtesy of a two goals 
apiece for and Ben Foster and 
one from Dan James. 

AFC Forestside thrashed Ban¬ 
ister Park 7-2 in the second round 
of the Charlie Godden Trophy. 

Josh Metcalfe scored four of 
them, Storm Anning bagged a 
brace and Liam Golding also 
scored. 

William Cox scored Park’s con¬ 
solation goals in the second half. 

Junior Four high-fliers Ports- 
wood United Reserves knocked 
out ten-man AFC Itchen 5-0 
thanks to a brace apiece for Lewis 
Powell and Aaran Blaxall and a 
Mitchell Drouet goal. 

Junior Five leaders Testwood 
Tornadoes took Junior Four out¬ 
fit Barway to extra time before 
losing 3-2. 

It finished 2-2 after normal time. 
But Barway triumphed thanks to 
goals from Nick Barrow, Wayne 
Atkin and Matty Hayes. 

AFC Hedge End Town scored af¬ 
ter just 20 SECONDS before going 
on to hammer Junior Six Hamwic 
Rovers 7-2. 


Jack Day’s early goal was can¬ 
celled out by an Andy Longland 
own goal a minute later. 

But hat-trick hero Callum Park¬ 


er scored twice in the first-half 
and Longland made amends with 
a goal at the end to put Junior Five 
Hedge End 4-2 up at the break. 


Pat Williams scored on the hour 
and Hamwic Rovers’ Dan Stock- 
ley became the game’s second 
player to score in each net. 


Force is 
with Luke 

CITY of Southampton 
Sunday League Junior Two 
leaders Curbridge suffered 
a 4-0 defeat at home to AFC 
Portswood, for whom Luke 
Wood’s hat-trick and Rob 
North did the damage. 

First-half goals from 
George Elsey and Nathan 
Roles were enough to 
inflict an eighth defeat in 
as many games on AFC 
Dorchester, who lost 2-1 
after Joe Clist pulled one 
back in the second half. 

Lyndhurst JFC widened 
the gap on the bottom two 
by thrashing Test Valley 
Spartans 10-1. Jack Isan’s 
four-goal salvo and a Ben 
Bertram hat-trick were 
supplemented by goals for 
Kane Coundley, Ben Hatch 
and Jack Stickland. 

Junior Three leaders 
AFC Spitfire were made 
to work hard for a 3-2 win 
against bottom-of the-table 
Forest Home. 

Matt Coulthard hit a 
hat-trick, while Johnny 
Phillips and Dave Chainey 
scored for a Forest Home 
side that is still without a 
win this season. 

Second-placed Bridge 
Manor are still six points 
behind with a game in 
second after making it six 
wins in as many games as 
they scored EIGHT for the 
second successive week. 

Alex Thistle scored a 
second-half hat-trick in the 
8-0 win against Mottisfont, 
after first-half goals 
from Callum, Aaron and 
Liam Fielder, Ben Baker- 
Colbourne and Damon 
Chance. 

Royal Marine’s Ben 
Hooke scored a penalty in 
his side’s 1-1 draw against 
Winsor United. 

Athletico Romsey 
Sunday scored eight in the 
second half alone in their 
11-2 win against Junior 
Five basement dwellers 
Cricks AFC. 

Cricks were still in the 
game at half-time, courtesy 
of Ollie Burroughs’ brace. 

But Tom Probert and 
Marcus McCartney both 
scored two for Romsey 
and seven other players 
got on the scoresheet: Tom 
Rafferty, Tom Munday, 
Jamie Brown, Elliot 
Moody, Alex Grey, Matt 
Hamblin and Jed Bull. 

Park Gate Panthers 
made it four wins in five 
by beating AFC Itchen 
Reserves 3-1, with all the 
goals scored in the second 
half. 

Matt Veale scored two 
of them and Harry Piercy 
scored Panthers’ third. 
Jonny Pipes scored for 
Itchen. 
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Football Shirts Framed 
Opening Hours: 9:30am-5pm 


2uatity picture freutUu^ & fi^t* 
Sxpert picture fruuttet* Cm. SautHeuupto 


Art Effects has been established in the centre of 
Southampton since 1986. During that time Paul Smith, 
he owner, has developed a second to none reputation for 
his bespoke services. Visit the store to receive 
his professional advice. 




Phone: 023 8022 6632 
11 East St, Southampton SOM 3HE 


% i 



• . Southampton Operatic-Society . ' 

and Debut Youth Theatre presence . ,»■. 


rver: 


Musk.-Lyrlei and Book by Clo«ieJ B»rt 
Product for tha Bro.idwjy Sup b y 
David Marfsefc ahd Donald Albcry 


•7-11 Februajy 2017 - 
^ Nuffield Theacre 

* J T*7'}$pro (2:10pm Sjturday mailnea) 

. • Tlck«ts £r5/£l3^ 

V (£12 on Tuesday) ' 

.v- • V. - 


'Bpx Office 

-023 8067 I77» 


AIS productiO/V • « 

. Ur arrangymant wllfi tlsrtieScope and 


m 


M^urcafa- Limited oi New York 

r 



TONY HALL 

MOTORS 

01962 BBS IBB 


Merry Christmas 
To All Our Customers 



Servicing Diagnostics IVlOT’s 


Tony Hall Motors. 4 Andover Road North. Winchester. S022 6NN 
Phone: 01962 889 166 & 01962 877 768 • Email: tonyhallmotorsa4@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: tonyhallmotors-winchester.co.uk 
We re open Mon-Fri 8am to 6pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm. 



• McTimoney Chiropractic 
•Acupuncture • Nutrition 

• Massage And Many More 


For FREE e-brochure please ring 

023 8058 2245 • www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 

22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, S017 1RT. 


023 8058 2245 



NOW IN SOUTHAMPTON! 



The Aladdin's Cave of Musical Instruments 


I Facebook 


Guitars, Banjos, Mandolins, Ukuleles, Harps, 
Fiddles, Autoharps, Dulcimers, Concertinas & 
Accordions, Woodwind & Brass, Huge whistle 
selection. Drums, Cajons, Bodhrans, Djembes, 
Shakers & much more. Keyboards, Amps, 
Accessories & Books for all. 


20 East Street, Southampton SOI 4 3HG 
023 8023 1099 | www.hobgoblin.com 

Expert staff are always on hand to 
give you free, friendly advice. 



ANTIQUE FINE 
JEWELLERY 


79parchmentst.co.uk 

Stunning 

Refitted 

Shop 

Now 

Open! 


• BESPOKE 
JEWELLERY 

• WEDDING 
COLLECTIONS 

• JEWELLERY 
BOUGHT & SOLD 


01962 860202 

hello@79parchmentst .co.uk 

79 Parchment St, 
Winchester, S023 AT 



The family 
run business 
for four 
generations 



SPECIALIST 
SERVICING 
Sl M.D.Ts 

ALL MAKES DF 
CARS SERVICED 
& REPAIRED AT 
COMPETITIVE 
RATES 

FOR OUR COMPLETE 
STOCK LIST VISIT: 

WWW. 

peternashcars. 

co.uk 

01489589898 

To receive a 10% 
discount on your next 
Service please produce 
advert, or quote code 
SAM2929 

1 Warsash Road, 
Warsash, 
Southampton, 
S031 9HW 
Just S miles from jet. 
8 or S MS7 



A SEASONAL MESSAGE 
FOR MINI OWNERS. 

Get your MINI ready for its winter adventure and book 
your free winter health check today. 

www.partridgemini.co.uk/winter-check 

Partridge of Hampshire 

Stoneycroft Rise, Chestnut Avenue, Chandlers Ford S053 3YU 
Tel: 02381 630 065 
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DINGHAMS 

COOKSHOP 

In need of inspiration? 

Come and visit the 
wide range of cookware 
and gifts spread 
over two floors. 
With selections of 
Le Creuset, 
KitchenAid, Joseph 
Joseph, Robert Welch 
knives and Emma 
Bridgewater China to 
tempt and delight. 


www.uhs.nhs.uk/ICPstudy 

Clinical research in Southampton is a partnership between University Hospital Southampton 
NHS Foundation Trust and the University of Southampton combining clinical and scientific excellence. 
It is enabled by funding from the National Institute for Health Research Cancer Research UK 
Medical Research Council and many others 


( Celebrate in style 

V —Sj 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 2016 

AT TUI /HCRTI HER ARMS 

NEW YEARS EYE GALA CABARET & DISCO!! 

A Fabulous way to say goodbye to 2016 and welcome in 2017 at 
The Mortimer Arms. Bring your New Years Eve Party to us!! 
Come and join us for a glass of Bucks Fizz and Tasty Canape's 
on arrival, followed by a four course Gala Dinner, then dancing, 
disco and cabaret and a glass of bubbles at midnight - 

Only £49.95per person 

TELEPHONE 02380 814379 FOR FULL DETAILS 


Salisbury 

28 Market Place, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, SP1 1TL 

01722 506045 

Winchester 
4 The Square, Winchester, 
Hampshire, S023 9ES 
01962 863333 

cook@dinghams. co.uk 

www.dinghams.co.uk 


Monday 19th December 
Tuesday 20th December 
Wednesday 21st December 
Thursday 22nd December 
Friday 23rd December 
Saturday 24th December 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Monday 26th December 
Tuesday 27th December 
Wednesday 28th December 
Thursday 29th December 
Friday 30th December 
Saturday 31st December 
NEW YEARS DAY 
Monday 2nd January 


0800 - 2200 
0800 - 2200 
0800 - 2200 
0700 - 2200 
0700 - 2200 
0700 - 1700 
CLOSED 
0800 - 1800 
0900 - 1800 
0900 - 2100 
0900 - 2100 
0900 - 2100 
0900 - 1800 
CLOSED 
0900-1800 






Sainsburys 

OPENING HOURS: www.hedgeendpark.com 


Monday 19th December 
Tuesday 20th December 
Wednesday 21st December 
Thursday 22nd December 
Friday 23rd December 
Saturday 24th December 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Monday 26th December 
Tuesday 27th December 
Wednesday 28th December 
Thursday 29th December 
Friday 30th December 
Saturday 31st December 
NEW YEARS DAY 
Monday 2nd January 


0700 - 2300 
0700 - 2300 
0600 - 2359 
0600 - 2359 
0600 - 2359 
0600 - 1800 
CLOSED 
0900 - 1700 
0900 - 1800 
0700 - 2000 
0700 - 2000 
0700 - 2000 
0700 - 1900 
1000 - 1600 
0900-1900 


B 


Hedge End Park 




JUNCTION M27 

www.hedgeendpark.com 


Help us detect brain 

injuries faster 

We need your help to develop a safe, headphone-like 
tool for measuring pressure on the brain. 


Poster version 3, 24th June 2016. Ethical approval by: NRES Committee East of England - Hatfield ref no. 14/EE/1126 


M&S 


OPENING HOURS www.hedgeendpark.com 


To find out more, please contact Tom or Steve on 023 8120 3370 or 
email ICPstudy@uhs.nhs.uk. 


High pressure inside the skull caused 
by injury, leaking blood vessels or 
infection can lead to confusion, coma 
or death - we are developing a new 
device that could save lives by giving a 
quick, early warning of high pressure. 
Right now we need measurements 
from healthy people to identify a 
normal range of pressures before 
using the headset with patients. 


The home of M&S and Sainsbury's 




We really want to hear from you if 
you can spare two hours and are: 

• Aged 40-80 years 

• Have no current ear, nose or throat 
problems 

• Have not had ear surgery in the past 
(except grommets) 


Reasonable travel expenses will be 
provided. 




























40 Saturday, December 17, 2016 


SPORTS PINK 







RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 



Premier League 


Crystal P. 

.o 

Chelsea. 

.1 

HT 0-1 

Middlesbro 

3 

Swansea 

Costa 43 
Att 25,259 

o 

Negredo 18,29 pen 
de Roon 58 

HT 2-0 

Stoke. 

.2 

Leicester.... 

Att 28,302 

.2 

Krkic 39 pen 

Allen 45 

HT 2-0 

Sunderlnd. 

.1 

Watford. 

Ulloa 74 
Amartey 88 
Att 27,663 

.0 

Van Aanholt 49 

HT 0-0 

W.B.A. 

.L 

Man Utd. 

.L 

HTL-L 

West Ham. 

.1 

Hull. 

.0 

Noble 76 pen 





Chelsea 
Liverpool 16 
Arsenal 16 
Man City 16 
Tottenham 16 
Man Utd 16 
W.B.A. 16 
Everton 16 
SAINTS 16 
Bournemouth 16 
Stoke 17 
Watford 17 
West Ham 17 
Middlesbro 17 
Leicester 17 
Burnley 16 
Crystal P 17 
Sunderlnd 17 


P W D L F A 


Hull 


1 21 
0 21 6 
1 18 10 
1 15 8 
0 17 4 

1 11 6 


4 3 18 5 

51 2 15 9 

3 3 3 11 13 

41 3 13 12 

42 3 9 14 

31 5 9 10 

43 1 15 8 

51 3 14 10 

21 6 12 13 

3 1 5 11 15 

22 4 13 16 
22 4 9 15 


Att 56,952 

AWAY 

D L F A Pt 

1 1 14 7 43 

2 2 19 14 34 

2 1 19 7 34 

0 2 19 11 33 

4 2 10 7 30 

2 2 11 11 27 

3 3 7 8 23 

1 5 9 14 23 

3 4 6 10 21 

2 5 7 16 21 

3 3 8 11 21 

2 5 8 17 21 

2 5 10 17 19 

5 2 7 9 18 

2 7 8 21 17 

1 6 1 16 17 

2 4 16 19 15 

1 6 4 13 14 

1 7 7 21 12 

1 7 5 21 12 


SkyBet Championship 


Birminghm.L 

HTL-L 

Blackburn.2 

Graham 44 
Brown 73 

HT 1-1 

Bristol C.1 

Wilbraham 78 
HT 0-1 

Burton Albion.1 

Dyer 20 
HT 1-2 

Cardiff.3 

Morrison 3 
Whittingham 79 
Pilkington 89 
HT 1-3 

Fulham.2 

Ayite 45 
Johansen 61 
HT 1-1 

Leeds Utd.1 

Bartley 89 
HT 0-0 

Nottm For.0 

HT 0-1 

Sheff Wed.1 

Fletcher 90 pen 
HT 0-0 

Wigan.2 

Wildschut 35,62 
HT 1-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Newcastle 22 7 0 3 23 11 

Brighton 21 8 2 1 22 6 

Reading 22 7 3 1 17 8 

Huddersfld 22 7 1 2 14 9 

Leeds Utd 22 7 2 3 15 9 

Sheff Wed 22 8 0 3 16 11 

Derby Cty 22 5 3 3 11 5 

Birminghm 21 6 3 2 17 13 

Fulham 22 4 5 3 22 16 

Norwich 22 7 1 3 21 11 

Preston 22 5 2 4 16 11 

Barnsley 22 4 3 4 19 19 

A. Villa 21 5 5 0 16 8 

Brentford 22 5 2 3 16 9 

Ipswich 22 4 5 2 14 9 

Bristol C 22 6 1 4 13 10 

Nottm For 22 5 3 3 21 18 

Wolves 22 2 3 5 13 18 

Q.P.R. 21 3 3 5 10 17 

Cardiff 22 4 2 6 13 18 

Burton Albion 22 5 2 4 13 9 

Blackburn 22 3 4 5 18 21 

Wigan 22 2 3 6 8 13 

Rotherham 22 2 3 5 11 15 


Brighton.L 

Reading.3 

Samuel 32 
L Moore 60 
Evans 90 
Att 10,982 

Preston.2 

Makienok 21 
Johnson 85 
Att 18,619 

Newcastle.2 

Gayle 16 
Diame 34 
Att 6,665 

Barnsley.4 

Winnall 19,32 
Scowen 43 
Williams 90 
Att 14,754 

Derby Cty.2 

I nee 34 
Pearce 75 
Att 18,748 

Brentford.0 

Att 25,134 

Wolves.2 

Helder Costa 40 
Ivan Cavaleiro 79 
Att 19,037 

Rotherham.0 

Att 27,242 

Ipswich.3 

Pitman 7 pen,68 
McGoldrick 88 
Att 10,071 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

9 1 2 22 6 49 

5 4 1 11 7 45 

5 1 5 13 21 40 

5 2 5 12 17 39 

5 0 5 11 13 38 

3 4 4 10 12 37 

5 3 3 12 10 36 

3 4 3 9 14 34 

4 4 2 16 12 33 

3 2 6 16 23 33 

4 3 4 14 16 32 

5 1 5 19 16 31 

1 5 5 6 13 28 

3 2 7 11 19 28 

3 2 6 8 15 28 

2 2 7 15 17 27 

2 2 7 14 21 26 

4 4 4 15 12 25 

3 2 5 10 13 23 

2 3 5 11 18 23 

0 5 6 10 21 22 

2 1 7 9 16 20 

2 3 6 10 14 18 

0 1 11 10 33 10 


SkyBet League One 


AFC Wimbledon. 

■PI 

Port Vale. 

Poleon 53 

Elliott 58 

Barnett 85 

Robertson 90 

HT 0-0 

Bury. 

.2 

Oxford Utd. 

Vaughan 5 

Pope 39 

HT 2-2 

Charlton. 

.0 

Peterboro... 

HT 0-1 

Chesterfld. 

.1 

Bolton. 


Att 4,291 

.3 

Maguire 14,43 
Leigh 70 og 
Att 2,986 

.2 

Tafazolli 21 
Edwards 66 
Att 10,193 
.0 


Gillingham.1 

McDonald 72 
HT 0-0 

Northmptn.2 

Taylor 16 
Hoskins 57 
HT 1-1 

Oldham.0 

HT 0-1 

Scunthorpe.3 

Madden 36,67 
Adelakun 45 
HT 2-0 

Shrewsbry.2 

Dodds 16 
Black 73 pen 
HT 1-0 

Swindon.1 

Norris 12 
HT 1-1 

Walsall.1 

Osbourne 49 
HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Scunthorpe 22 7 4 0 26 7 

Sheff Utd 22 8 1 2 18 8 

Bolton 22 7 3 1 17 6 

Bradford 22 5 6 0 18 8 

Rochdale 22 8 1 2 23 8 

Peterboro 21 5 3 3 22 13 

Southend 22 5 4 2 17 12 

Fleetwood T 22 7 3 1 21 12 

Wimbledon 22 4 3 4 22 15 

Oxford Utd 22 6 3 2 16 10 

Bristol R 22 5 3 3 18 18 

Gillingham 22 5 4 2 16 11 

Charlton 21 4 4 3 14 9 

Millwall 21 4 3 3 15 10 

Northmptn 22 4 2 5 18 16 

Walsall 22 4 4 3 17 17 

Port Vale 22 6 3 2 20 14 

M K Dons 22 1 4 6 11 20 

Swindon 22 5 1 5 13 11 

Chesterfld 22 5 1 5 17 19 

Shrewsbry 22 3 3 5 12 15 

Bury 22 4 0 7 17 20 

Coventry 22 3 5 3 11 9 

Oldham 21 1 4 5 4 11 


M K Dons.0 

Att 5,681 

Rochdale.3 

Lund 19,63,67 
Att 5,247 

Southend.2 

Ranger 18 
McGlashan 76 
Att 3,414 

Millwall.0 

Att 4,355 

Bristol R.0 

Att 6,139 

Fleetwood Town.1 

Ball 22 
Att 6,143 

Bradford.1 

Hiwula 53 
Att 5,148 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

7 1 3 20 13 47 

5 4 2 22 15 44 

6 1 4 11 7 43 

4 4 3 10 11 37 

3 2 6 10 21 36 

5 2 3 13 10 35 

4 3 4 14 16 34 

2 3 6 13 16 33 

4 5 2 12 10 32 

2 3 6 12 17 30 

3 3 5 15 21 30 

3 1 7 14 25 29 

2 6 2 12 12 28 

4 1 6 17 25 28 

3 4 4 15 17 27 

2 5 4 8 14 27 

1 3 7 6 22 27 

5 2 4 15 11 24 

1 5 5 9 22 24 

1 2 8 10 20 21 

2 3 6 10 19 21 

2 2 7 15 25 20 

1 2 8 8 21 19 

2 5 4 8 13 18 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley.0 

HT 0-0 

Barnet.1 

Akinde 47 pen 
HT 0-1 

Blackpool.0 

HT 0-1 

Cambridge.2 

Ikpeazu 51 
Taylor 60 
HT 0-0 

Carlisle.2 

Brisley 10 
Wyke 36 
HT 2-0 

Colchester.2 

Guthrie 24 
Duffy 77 og 
HT 1-1 

Crawley.3 

Collins 3 
Yorwerth 48 
Smith 52 
HT 1-1 

Doncaster.1 

Mandeville 3 
HT 1-0 

Exeter.2 

Watkins 19,90 
HT 1-0 

Morecambe.1 

Murphy 6 
HT 1-0 

POMPEY.0 

HT 0-0 

Wycombe.1 

Kashket 50 
HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Plymouth 21 6 2 3 16 14 

Carlisle 21 8 3 0 24 12 

Doncaster 21 8 3 0 22 10 

POMPEY 21 5 2 3 22 10 

Luton 21 4 4 2 16 12 

Wycombe 21 7 1 2 15 7 

Cambridge 21 4 2 5 13 15 

Blackpool 21 5 3 2 20 10 

Stevenage 21 3 1 6 18 19 

Barnet 21 3 5 3 14 15 

Crawley 21 5 3 2 14 11 

Yeovil 21 6 1 4 16 10 

Colchester 21 5 2 3 19 15 

Grimsby 21 3 2 5 13 15 

Exeter 21 1 2 7 5 13 

Crewe 21 3 4 3 12 12 

Mansfield 21 4 4 3 11 8 

Hartlepool 21 2 5 3 11 15 

Morecambe 20 3 0 8 11 24 

Notts Cnty 21 1 4 6 9 17 

Leyton O 21 2 0 9 7 14 

Acc Stanley 21 3 3 5 13 16 

Cheltnham 21 2 5 4 12 16 

Newport Co 20 1 3 5 11 16 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Celtic. 

Griffiths 45 
Bitton 57 
HT 1-0 


Dundee... 


Hearts.1 

Johnsen 17 
HT 1-0 

Kilmarnock.1 

Coulibaly 73 
HT 0-0 

Ross Cnty.2 

Boyce 26 
Schalk 88 
HT 1-0 

St Johnstn.1 

Kane 62 
HT 0-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Celtic 16 7 0 0 23 4 

Rangers 18 6 3 0 14 4 

Aberdeen 17 4 3 1 14 5 

Hearts 18 5 3 1 19 7 

St Johnstn 17 3 2 4 12 13 

Ross Cnty 18 2 4 3 10 15 

Kilmarnock 18 2 4 3 9 11 

Motherwell 17 3 2 4 15 15 

Hamilton 18 2 4 3 10 11 

Dundee 18 2 3 4 8 11 

Inverness CT18 2 4 3 15 16 

Partick 17 1 3 5 10 16 


Partick.1 

Welsh 47 
Att 16,418 

Inverness CT.1 

Warren 84 
Att 3,294 

Aberdeen.1 

McGinn 68 
Att 4,467 

Motherwell.1 

Clark 12 og 
Att 2,836 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 1 0 23 9 46 

4 2 3 11 14 35 

4 1 4 15 12 28 

2 4 3 13 15 28 

3 4 1 11 7 24 

2 4 3 9 14 20 

2 3 4 7 19 19 

1 3 4 6 13 17 

0 6 3 9 14 16 

2 1 6 7 13 16 

1 3 5 8 18 16 

2 3 3 9 11 15 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch ship 


Dumbarton. 

R Thomson 44 

Fleming 68 

HT 1-0 

.2 

Falkirk. 

Morton. 

HT L-L 

.L 

Hibernian. 

Queen Sth. 

Brownlie 39 

.2 

Dunfrmline.. 

Dobbie 78 

HT 1-0 


Hi! 

Raith. 

HT 0-0 

.0 

Dundee Utd. 

St Mirren. 

.1 

Ayr Utd. 


Plymouth.1 

Tanner 76 
Att 1,573 

Stevenage.2 

Gorman 38 
Wilkinson 61 
Att 3,228 

Luton.2 

Marriott 31 
McGeehan 48 
Att 3,992 

Crewe.1 

Jones 68 
Att 4,167 

Yeovil.1 

Smith 48 
Att 4,646 

Notts Cnty.1 

Hewitt 17 

Newport County.1 

Labadie 33 
Att 2,022 

Grimsby.0 

Att 10,084 

Mansfield.0 

Att 3,626 

Cheltnham.2 

Waters 70 
Pell 71 
Att 1,297 

Hartlepool.0 

Att 17,081 

Leyton O.0 

Att 4,517 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 0 2 16 7 44 

3 6 1 16 13 42 

5 0 5 21 20 42 

5 3 3 11 10 35 

5 4 2 15 7 35 

3 3 5 11 15 34 

5 2 3 15 9 31 

3 3 5 15 14 30 

6 2 3 14 13 30 

4 4 2 15 14 30 

3 2 6 12 22 29 

2 3 5 9 16 28 

2 4 5 10 12 27 

4 3 4 14 12 26 

7 0 4 20 13 26 

3 4 4 11 17 26 

2 4 4 10 19 26 

3 3 5 17 22 23 

4 2 3 13 14 23 

5 0 5 16 19 22 

4 3 3 15 13 21 

2 3 5 7 11 21 

2 4 4 11 16 21 

3 2 6 12 16 17 


HOME 

P W D L 
Dundee Utd 17 6 2 
Hibernian 16 5 2 
Falkirk 17 5 2 
Raith 16 4 3 
Morton 15 4 3 
Queen Sth 17 3 2 
Dunfrmline 17 3 2 
Dumbarton 17 2 4 
Ayr Utd 17 2 2 
St Mirren 17 1 3 


0 13 5 

1 17 5 

2 17 12 
1 10 6 
0 10 5 
4 15 18 

3 13 15 
3 6 10 


Att 832 

.L 


Att 1,561 

.0 

Att 4,361 

.1 

Cairney 63 
Att 3,124 


W D L F A Pt 

4 3 2 12 7 35 

5 2 1 11 3 34 

2 3 3 7 8 26 

2 3 3 9 9 24 

2 2 4 12 12 23 

2 3 3 7 10 20 

1 3 5 8 13 17 

2 1 5 10 14 17 

2 3 4 10 15 17 

1 2 5 11 19 11 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Alloa. 

.1 

Queen Park. 

.1 

Spence 69 



Millen 62 

HT 0-0 



Att 442 

Brechin. 

.2 

Stranraer. 

.0 

Love 15 




McLennan 38 




HT 2-0 



Att 402 

East Fife. 

.2 

Peterhead. 

.0 

Kerr 48 




O’Hara 56 




HT 0-0 



Att 486 

Livingston. 

.2 

Airdrieonians.. 

.0 

Carrick 10 




Cadden 90 




HT 1-0 



Att 989 

Stenhsmuir. 

.1 

Albion R. 

.0 


HOME 

P W D L 
Livingston 17 6 0 
Airdrieonians17 4 1 
Brechin 17 4 1 
Alloa 17 3 3 
Queen Park 17 4 1 
Albion R 17 3 0 
East Fife 16 3 2 
Peterhead 17 2 2 
Stranraer 17 3 1 
Stenhsmuir 16 1 3 


F A 


2 21 
4 12 17 
4 10 11 
2 15 10 

4 8 11 

5 10 12 
4 13 11 
4 11 15 
4 11 14 
4 9 20 


W D L F A Pt 

7 0 2 20 9 39 

5 1 2 16 12 29 

5 0 3 12 8 28 

4 3 2 19 13 27 

3 2 3 8 11 24 

3 3 3 13 12 21 

2 2 3 8 8 19 

3 2 4 9 13 19 

2 1 6 12 17 17 

3 0 5 13 17 15 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


Arbroath. 

Prunty 54 

Doris 55,90 pen 

HT 0-1 

Berwick. 

.3 

.1 

Elgin.2 

Cameron 18 
McLeish 51 
Att 584 

Montrose.2 

McKenna 64 


Ferguson 56 
Court 79 

HT 0-0 


Att 361 

Clyde. 

.0 

Edinburgh City.0 

HT 0-0 


Att 461 

Cowdenbth. 

.3 

Forfar.4 

Mullen 27,56 


Milne 32 

Renton 68 


Swankie 42,90 
Peters 70 

HT 1-2 


Att 277 

Stirling A. 

.3 

Annan Athletic.1 

D Smith 12 

McMillan 17 

Bikey 75 


Wright 1 pen 


Forfar 16 5 

Arbroath 16 4 : 

Elgin 17 4 i 

Clyde 16 5 : 

Annan Ath 16 4 

Montrose 16 1 ■ 

Edinburgh Cityl 7 2 : 

Berwick 16 2 : 

Stirling A 16 2 ■ 

Cowdenbth 16 3 


2 20 12 
1 16 8 

4 18 10 
1 16 11 
3 14 12 
3 7 13 

5 11 13 

3 12 13 

2 9 12 

4 10 11 


W D L F A 


10 35 

11 28 
12 27 

12 25 

16 19 
14 19 

8 18 

13 18 
20 17 

17 16 


Vanarama National League 

Boreham W . 



.1 

Barrow . 


.1 

Balanta 53 





Harrison 75 

HT 0-0 






Att 401 

Chester FC . 



. 2 

Aldershot 


.0 

Chapell 44 







Alabi 53 







HT 1-0 







Dagenham . 



.4 

Solihull Moors 

.4 

Doe 34 






White 3 

Hyde 41 




Sterling-James 19,49 

Hawkins 83 






Byrne 25 

Whitely 85 







HT 2-3 






Att 1,112 

Forest Grn. 



.L 

Dover. 


.L 

HT 0-0 







Gateshead. 



.1 

Braintree Town. 

.1 

McLaughlin 85 pen 





Midson 62 

HT 0-0 







Lincoln City . 



. 2 

Tranmere 


.1 

Arnold 3 





Hughes 29 pen 

Marriott 81 







HT 1-1 







Macclesfld . 



.1 

Bromley.. 


. 2 

Lewis 84 





Sho-Silva 35 






Turgott 85 

HT 0-1 







Maidstone Utd... 



.1 

N Ferriby . 


. 2 

Paxman 60 





Wootton 16 






Brogan 38 pen 

HT 0-2 






Att 2,006 

Southport 



4 

EASTLEIGH 

3 

A Jones 4 





Johnson 32 

Nolan 30 





Constable 58,86 

Weeks 48 







Allen 75 pen 







HT 2-1 






Att 769 

Sutton Utd . 



.1 

Wrexham . 


.0 

Riley 4 og 







HT 1-0 






Att 1,613 

Woking 



0 

Guiseley .. 


o 

HT 0-0 






Att 969 

York . 




0 Torquay . 

.0 

HT 0-0 






Att 2,272 


HOME 

AWAY 


P W 

D 

L 

F A 

W D 

L F 

A Pt 

Lincoln City 24 8 

3 

2 

28 10 

8 1 

2 23 

13 52 

Tranmere 25 9 

1 

2 

18 8 

6 4 

3 17 

10 50 

Forest Grn 23 6 

5 

1 

21 11 

8 0 

3 21 

10 47 

Dagenham 25 6 

3 

4 

18 17 

8 1 

3 20 

11 46 

Barrow 23 8 

3 

0 

23 7 

4 6 

2 17 

13 45 

Dover 23 8 

0 

4 

29 19 

6 1 

4 20 

17 43 

Chester FC 25 8 

2 

3 

28 13 

2 7 

3 12 

14 39 

Macclesfld 23 5 

1 

5 

14 10 

6 3 

3 18 

13 37 

Boreham W 24 6 

3 

3 

12 7 

4 4 

4 15 

14 37 

Aldershot 25 8 

1 

3 

17 8 

2 5 

6 11 

18 36 

Gateshead 25 4 

7 

2 

21 12 

5 1 

6 18 

16 35 

EASTLEIGH 24 6 

2 

3 

18 12 

3 6 

4 19 

19 35 

Bromley 25 5 

2 

5 

15 19 

5 3 

5 18 

15 35 

Sutton Utd 24 8 

2 

3 

18 14 

1 3 

7 10 

19 32 

Wrexham 25 5 

4 

3 

12 11 

2 4 

7 9 

21 29 

Solihull M 24 4 

2 

5 

19 20 

3 4 

6 13 

21 27 

Torquay 24 5 

3 

3 

15 10 

2 2 

9 6 

19 26 

Maidstone U 25 3 

3 

7 

14 25 

4 1 

7 14 

21 25 

Woking 24 5 

4 

4 

22 18 

1 2 

8 14 

26 24 

Southport 24 4 

4 

5 

20 24 

2 2 

7 9 

27 24 

Braintree Tn 23 1 

3 

7 

10 19 

4 3 

5 15 

22 21 

N Ferriby 25 4 

2 

6 

8 13 

2 1 

10 5 

24 21 

Guiseley 25 4 

4 

4 

20 17 

0 3 

10 7 

23 19 

York 25 3 

6 

4 

15 14 

0 3 

9 7 

29 18 

Vanarama National Lge Sth 

B Stortfrd . 



.0 

H Hempstead . 

. 4 

East Thurrock ... 



. 5 

Truro City 


.1 

Ebbsfleet United. .. 


. 2 

Gosport Borough .0 

Hampton & Richmond 

I....4 

St Albans 


.0 

Hungerford Town... 


.1 

Margate... 


.0 

Maidenhead Utd 



. 5 

Dartford.. 


. 0 

Oxford C . 



. 1 

Eastbourne Borough 0 

Poole Town . 



. 1 

Wealdstone . 

. 1 

Welling U . 



. 3 

Concord Rgs . 

. 1 

Weston-S-Mare . 



. 0 

Chelmsford . 

. 0 

Whitehawk . 



. L 

Bath City 


. L 


HOME 

AWAY 


P w 

D 

L 

F A 

W D 

L F 

A Pt 

Maidenhead U 21 9 

2 

0 

32 4 

7 2 

1 16 

9 52 

St Albans 21 8 

1 

1 

28 9 

5 3 

3 18 

15 43 

Ebbsfleet 21 7 

3 

1 

28 11 

5 3 

2 14 

7 42 

Hampton & R 22 5 

1 

5 

21 16 

7 3 

1 27 

14 40 

Dartford 20 6 

3 

1 

13 7 

5 2 

3 16 

13 38 

Chelmsford 21 5 

5 

0 

23 14 

4 4 

3 21 

14 36 

Poole Town 21 7 

3 

1 

17 8 

3 3 

4 12 

17 36 

Hungerford T21 5 

2 

3 

14 10 

5 3 

3 20 

18 35 

E Thurrock 21 3 

7 

1 

22 11 

4 3 

3 18 

12 31 

Wealdstone 21 3 

2 

5 

12 17 

5 3 

3 18 

15 29 

Eastbourne 20 5 

1 

3 

17 13 

2 4 

5 14 

17 26 

H Hempstead 21 4 

2 

4 

17 17 

3 3 

5 21 

28 26 

Bath City 20 4 

3 

3 

18 13 

3 1 

6 11 

14 25 

Oxford C 22 3 

3 

6 

12 23 

4 0 

6 12 

16 24 

Gosport B 21 4 

2 

4 

13 19 

2 4 

5 14 

26 24 

Truro City 22 2 

4 

5 

11 24 

4 2 

5 16 

25 24 

Whitehawk 19 3 

3 

4 

15 14 

3 1 

5 12 

15 22 

Concord Rgs21 2 

2 

6 

9 19 

3 3 

5 20 

19 20 

Welling U 21 3 

0 

8 

15 19 

2 3 

5 13 

13 18 

Weston-S-M 21 1 

3 

7 

10 20 

3 1 

6 11 

19 16 

Margate 21 4 

1 

5 

12 22 

1 0 

10 4 

19 16 

B Stortfrd 21 1 

0 

10 

4 28 

3 2 

5 10 

18 14 

Vanarama National Lge Nth 


Alfreton Town.1 

Bradford Pk Ave.L 

Chorley.1 

Curzon Ashton.1 

FC Halifax.1 

FC United of Manchester. L 

Gainsboro.L 

Gloucester.L 

Kiddrmnstr.L 

Nuneaton.L 

Stockport County.L 


Salford City.1 

Brackley.L 

Tamworth.1 

Harrogate Town.0 

AFC Telford.1 

Boston.L 

Worcester.L 

AFC Fylde.L 

Darlington 1883.L 

Stalybrdge.L 

Altrncham.L 
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NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bishop's Stortford 0 Hemel Hempstead 4 
East Thurrock 5 Truro City 1 
Ebbsfleet Utd 2 Gosport Borough 0 
Hampton & Richmond 4 St Albans City 0 
Hungerford Town 1 Margate 0 
Maidenhead Utd 5 Dartford 0 
Oxford City 1 Eastbourne Borough 0 
Poole Town 1 Wealdstone 1 
Welling United 3 Concord Rangers 1 
Weston-s-Mare 0 Chelmsford City 0 
Whitehawk 0 Bath City 2 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Banbury Utd 4 Cinderford Town 0 
Basingstoke Town 0 Redditch Utd 1 
Biggleswade Town 2 Chesham Utd 2 
Cambridge City 2 Cirencester Town 1 
Chippenham Town 1 Hitchin Town 0 
Dunstable Town 0 Frame Town 2 
King's Lynn Town 3 Dorchester Town 3 
Kings Langley 0 Leamington 2 
Merthyr Town 3 St neots Town 0 
Slough Town 3 Kettering Town 2 
Stratford Town 0 Hayes & Yeading Utd 0 
Weymouth 1 St Ives Town 1 
Division One South & West 
AFC Totton 1 Paulton Rovers 0 
Bideford 1 Winchester City 2 
Bridgwater Town 1 Salisbury 3 
Hereford 4 Yate Town 1 
Larkhall Athletic 0 Bishops Cleeve 4 
Mangotsfield Utd 1 Swindon Supermarine 1 
North Leigh 1 Evesham Utd 4 
Shortwood Utd 3 Didcot Town 3 
Tiverton Town 2 Slimbridge 1 
Wantage Town 0 Taunton Town 9 
Wimborne Town 3 Barnstaple Town 0 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 2 Cowes Sports 0 
Alresford Town 2 Team Solent 1 
Andover Town 1 Portland United 2 
Bash ley 1 Fawley 3 
Brockenhurst 2 Amesbury Town 2 
Fareham Town 0 Lymington Town 0 
Hamworthy United 2 Horndean 4 
Moneyfields 6 Bournemouth 0 
Newport 2 Verwood Town 0 
Whitchurch United 0 Blackfield & Langley 3 
Division 1 

AFC Stoneham 3 Weymouth Res 2 
Christchurch 2 Downton 0 
East Cowes Vies 1 Baffins M R 5 
Fleet Spurs 2 Andover New Street 1 
Laverstock & Ford 1 Folland Sports 0 
Ringwood Town 4 Hythe & Dibden 0 
Romsey Town 1 Shaftesbury 1 
Tadley Calleva 3 Alton 6 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Bush Hill 5 Hedge End Rangers 1 
Colden common 2 Winchester Castle 1 
Hayling United 5 Stockbridge 1 
Infinity 6 Overton United 2 
Liphook United 7 Clanfield 2 
Locks Heath pp Andover Lions 
Paulsgrove 1 Fleetlands 1 
OK Southampton Liss Atletic 1 
Division 1 

Michelmersh & T 4 AFC Petersfield 1 
Netley Central Sports 2 Four Marks 5 
South Wonston Swifts 0 Lyndhurst 1 
Sway 3 Headley United 1. 
Combination Division 
Clanfield 2 Bush Hill 2 
Fleetlands 5 Headley United 0 
Four Mark 2 Liphook United 2 
Hedge End Rangers 2 Paulsgove 1 
Overton United 3 Hayling United 3 
Winchester Castle 3 QK Southampton 1 
DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON 
LEAGUE 
Premier 

AFC Gulf Western 1 Park Sports 2 
Braishfield 2 Chamberlayne AFC 4 
BTC Soton 2 Soton Univeristy 0 
Durley 2 Hedge End Town 4 

Senior 1 

Athletico Romsey 2 Comrades Res 0 
Warsash Wasps 5 AFC Botley 0 
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